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I venture to say that Janith is our strongest 

female flyer! 

On our sunny East Coast? 
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Committee 
 

President :  

David Geer 

P.O. Box 22 

Rosny Park  7018 

dave.geer@bigpond.com 

 

Vice President: 

Andrew Farrow 

0406 405249 

andrewfarrow@gmail.com 

 

Secretary/Public Officer: 

Robert Brasington 

P.O. Box 296 

St Helens 7216 

       zerokite@tassie.net.au 

 

Treasurer: 

Avril Flewellen 

flewellena@gmail.com  
 

Committee: 

Rodger Willows 

Pam Scammell 

MaryAnne Sheahan 

Flocky Bock 

Sarah Badcock 

Aukje Boonstra 

Life Members: 

Helma Stevenson 
 

Membership Fees: 

Single $25 

Family $30 
 

Web Address: http://www.taskite.org.au 

 

Editor: 

Pam Scammell 

pamscam@gmail.com 

Area Contact for Fly Days 
 

 Hobart 
1st Sunday of the month 

David Geer  0427885818 

 

 

Devonport 
2nd Sunday of the month 
Ian Flewellen 64252242 

 
St Helens 

Robert Brasington 6376 1667 

Message from the editor  

 
Hello fellow flyers of the kite variety! 

 

This is my last newsletter. No tears. Although 

the change of hats is to be made official at the 

AGM, my saviour Rodger Willows will add his 

own unique touch to our next newsletter. Good 

luck Rodger!  

 

This newsletter includes reports from our 3 fly 

days and photos from other smaller fly days   

earlier in the year. 

 

I thank the few regular contributors of our news-

letters over my time, and ask on Rodger’s behalf 

that any small contribution is always welcome 

by the editor. 

 

Enjoy  reading about our antics, and seeing what  

we have been doing. Keep that wind in your face 

and happy flying. See you at the AGM and the 

workshop.  

Your departing newsletter editor  

Pam  

mailto:dgeer@mrt.tas.gov.au
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Presidents Report 
Welcome to what will be my last President's Report. 

This year has been quite eventful with many things happening both 

on and off the kite fields. 

Our Taskite newsletter has been a great read for which I thank all 

those contributors and our editor Pam for her awesome work 

patching it all together and getting it out to us all. 

Our Facebook page continues to grow with many more kiting folk 

from around the world liking and commenting on our content. 

To everyone whom has played their part producing and selling 

sled kites, just wow! Where would we be without you? Thank you 

so much for your service to the club. 

Whilst every member is an important part of the club I do have to 

give a special thanks to both Avril and Robert whom have worked 

so hard behind the scenes to make things happen, even for the 

badgering when I've needed it! ☺ 

Our Festivals have been down on numbers this year, whether it be 

scheduling, the weather or whatever the reason(s) we need to have 

a long look at what this means for the future of kite festivals in 

Tasmania as there does seem to be a declining trend occurring. We 

have a strong club in numbers compared to the mainland clubs but 

there seems to be something missing and I think we all need to 

think about this. There are concerns amongst other clubs where 

their existence hangs by a thread as membership numbers continue 

to fall.  In contrast to falling festival attendances here and club 

memberships around Australia I had the pleasure of attending my 

second ever interstate festival at Rosebud in Victoria in March. 

With an estimated crowd of 15,000 attending the day and organis-

ers and local community showing that they have truly embraced 

and appreciate what a great visual display kites can bring to an 

area so one wonders with the great turn-up at Rosebud and with 

falling numbers across our kite festivals here, if there some cause 

for concern after all it wasn’t that long ago we had around 5000 

attend a Devonport festival.  
On a more positive front we have secured Asymmetrical Kite 

master extraordinaire, Istvan Bodoczky as this year’s guest 

presenter for our workshop. Istvan's international standing and 

his status as a Professor of Art may also help assist in building 

bridges between KFT and the Tasmanian art community as we 

look to extend our reach into the community by opening up 

our workshop to non-members.  Part of this change to the 

workshop is why we've decided to hold a separate AGM this 

year.  

Your club needs you now probably more than ever as we en-

deavour to take and promote the love of kiting in Tasmania 

into the future so I hope you can make it to the AGM to have 

input into the future of this great little club of ours. 

In my intro I mentioned this would be my last Presidents Re-

port as after at least 14 years of either being Secretary, Public 

Officer, Treasurer or President I feel that now is the time to 

take a break and let someone else have a drive for a while so 

that I may concentrate on some important personal issues.  

May sunny skies, rising eyes and tight lines smile upon you 

when next you fly a kite, 

-Dave 
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 

Kite Flyers of Tasmania 
 

to be held 

 

Sunday 3rd May 2015 

At Girl Guide Hall, King Street, 

Campbelltown Tasmania 
 

 

Plan for the day 

 

10.30  Arrive in Campbelltown – grab a coffee and make your way to Girl Guide Hall 

11.00 Commence AGM 

1.00 Lunch in Campbell Town at venue of your choice and expense 

2.00 Fly on the Show Grounds Oval 

3.00 Head for home. 

 

Please advise the Secretary, Robert Brasington on 63761667 or email at zerokite@tassie.net.au, of your 

intention to attend or otherwise. 

 

At the AGM we will need to pass a motion to request the Commissioner of Corporate Affairs to exempt our 

association from an audit for the last financial year. 

 

 

 

AGM: Proxy, Nominations and Issues 

 

I 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….b

eing a member of Kite Flyers of Tasmania Inc., do pass on my apologies to the AGM that I will not be at-

tending the meeting and wish to give my voting proxy to 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Being a member who is eligible to vote. 

[Signed] ………………………………………………………………….……..[Date]

…………………………………………………………. 

 

I would also like to nominate the following people to the following vacant positions: 

[President, Vice-President, Secretary, Public Officer, Treasurer] 

 

[Nominee]…………………………………………………………………………………[Position]

………………………………………… 

 

[Nominee]………………………………………………………………………………..[Position]

………………………………………… 

 

I would like the club to discuss the following issues: 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………….. 

 

 

 

Proxy votes or postal votes can be submitted by post to: 

David Geer, President, 22 Cosgrove Drive, Richmond, 7025. 
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Four Festivals for February 

 
Cranky Penguin Festival – 31st January (not quite February, but close enough) 

 

This was the inaugural Cranky Penguin Festival that we were invited to fly at.  For those 

who know it, Penguin Beach is not the best place to fly kites – it is a narrow beach near the 

main road which has tall pine trees and power lines.  Urgh!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So we went along with lots of ground display and set ourselves up right near the “Welcome 

to Penguin” sign.  I placed my Di Dellapoli Penguins right in front of the sign, and could 

have sold heaps of them.  We also had people photographed sitting in front of the sign and 

behind the penguins.  We had a nice wind to keep things moving and when the tide went out, 

there were a few small kites that went up.  There was a couple of dual line kites that kept 

people amused for a while.  Even though we weren’t selling kites officially, we kept being 

asked for them, so sold about 12 – we will know better next year.  One of the sleds got the 

tail wrapped around the power pole which didn’t surprise us.  Good day had by all – far bet-

ter than we expected. 
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Binalong Bay Retreat – 7/8 February 
 

First time ever, Ian and I made it to Robert and Tracey’s on Friday evening.  Thanks for 

the hospitality.  It was good to catch up with Ray and Rosemary McCully from New Zea-

land.  Saturday we got to Taylor’s Beach about 10.30, but obviously should have been ear-

lier.  Tim and Andrew had got there about 9.30 and put up some big kites – it should have 

been an indication of the day to come.  By the time we got there the winds were strong 

(they tell me 25 km/hr) and playing havoc with the kites.  By 11ish everyone was packing 

up and heading to less windy places.  BBQ at Robert and Tracey’s was a good social even-

ing.  Ray McCully showed us how he was ambidextrous and ate with two sets of chops 

sticks at one time.  How clever is that?  A good evening was had by all with lots of laughs 

and good company. 

 

Sunday we set out for Scamander.  When we got there about 9.30 – it looked like rain.  

Hmm….but we decided to put up just a few kites.  Very overcast, but no rain – so we put 

up a few more – no rain – and a few more kites – still no rain – until the sky was full of 

kites.  What a great day’s fly.  We had lots of spectators taking photos, so they must have 

enjoyed it too. Tim was buggying up and down the beach and Janith showed us how well 

she had been taught to fly the dual line kite. She had the biggest smile on her face.  I won-

der if she is in training for the buggy? 

Boys and 

their 

toys…... 

Tim and 

Andrew 

buggying! 
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More Binalong…. 
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Devonport Kite Festival and Teddy Bear Drop  

14-15 February 
 

Saturday afternoon we went to Meercroft Park to fly in the afternoon – but it was driz-

zling, so we headed to Anvers for Hot Chocolate and met up with Flocky, Rodger, and 

David.  Little did we know that Tim and Janith were at Meercroft waiting for the fly.  

Hmm..sorry guys.  Our BBQ at Ulverstone went really well, we were joined by Maryann 

and John, Pam, and Robert.  Sunday morning we set off for Meercroft Park in Devonport 

and the skies were very dark.  The guys were very hesitant to put up any big kites – the 

winds too unpredictable and the constant threat of rain.  

 

Pam had been selling a few kites from the gazebo and decided to buy a ticket in the choc-

olate wheel.  Well – luck would come her way when she won a teddy to go in the Teddy 

Bear Drop.  She was really excited.  At about 1.30 the helicopter turned up and started 

doing test drops.  At about the same time, it started to drizzle – so we started bringing in 

kites and began the packing up process.  At 2.00 the helicopter dropped the teddy bears 

and guess who’s teddy bear was closest to the mark? Yes – Pam won the big teddy and a 

$100 voucher.  Well done Pam.  We remember when Carol Gurney won the Teddy Bear 

a few years ago.  By  2.15 we had packed up after a very quiet day at the festival.  Num-

bers were down and so were our kite sales.  Not to worry – we will be back next year to 

try again. 

Sanctuary Sanctuary 

FlewellenFlewellen  

And TasKite And TasKite 

visitorsvisitors  
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More Meercroft….. 
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Hobart Kite Festival – 21/22nd February 
 

Ian and I arrived up at the Domain on Saturday afternoon and had a great fly.  The 

weather was warm, but we had a good breeze from the south.  We noticed we were the 

only kite flyers on the field – then we found out we should have been at the Richmond 

Common.  I should read the Facebook page!  So we packed up and headed to the Com-

mon to find David, Flocky and Pam flying.  We had a good BBQ at David and Diane 

Geer’s.  Thanks for the hospitality – a good night was had by all.   

 

Would you believe it – Sunday was one of those rare heatwaves in Hobart.  It was 35 

deg.  At that temperature, anybody with any sense was either at the beach or inside next 

to the air-conditioner (if they have one in Tasmania)!  For goodness sake – flying and 

selling kites???????  Most people in Hobart agreed with me.  There were not a lot of 

people around and the wind was spasmodic.  When the wind did pick up – it was a case 

of put on the hat, have a drink, don’t forget the sunscreen and then head out with a kite.  

We enjoyed the company and the ice creams, but maybe next year the weather will be 

kinder to us. 

“Stormy weather”  

The sky sounds like a song…… 
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More Hobart Kite Festival……. 

Di & Dave 

having 

fun! 

Avril ironing 

Ian’s “smalls” 

and her Pink 

Floyd friend. 
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Rosebud Kite Festival 2015 

This is just a small visual of the wonderful Rosebud Kite Festival, attended by our   

president David. 

This may whet some whistles and inspire some others to attend next year. Looks  

absolutely beautiful! 

Keith from The Block even made an appearance! 

WOW! 

I’m  

Impressed! 

I am shallow 

but that’s 

me!? Ed. 

♥ 
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More Info from Dave 
Just had to use pink! 

Get Kites and Kiters 
We are very excited to announce a new AKA 
digital magazine titled“Kites and Kiters”. This 
new publication is being published in addition 
to the print version of “Kiting”, and is FREE to 
download and share regardless of membership 
in the AKA. 
The first edition of “Kites and Kiters” features in-depth coverage of the Dieppe Interna-
tional Kite Festival that was held in September 2014 along with the writings of several 
AKA members, who share their perspectives of the event. 
You will also find a number of very interesting and soulful interviews from kite fliers, art-
ists, builders and historians who were kind enough to share their stories. These inter-
views include stories from Robert Brasington, Michel Gressier, Kathy Goodwind, kite 
historians Paul Chapman and George Webster, along with many others. 

This new digital “Kites and Kiters” magazine offers many bene-
fits for readers: 

Expanded content: We are not limited by the number of physical printed pages. 
Portability: Take it anywhere, on your phone, laptop, tablet, as well as your desk-

top computer. 
Easily shared: Instantly, with anyone via email, text, Facebook or any other so-

cial platform. 
Get your copy today from: 
http://kite.org/go/get-kites-and-kiters/ 

 

http://kite.org/go/get-kites-and-kiters/
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Excerpts taken from “Istvan Bodoczky : My way of kiting” 

My Kiting life began with a crash… that triggered a chain reaction. 
 

I graduated as a painter from the Hungarian Academy of Fine Arts and also got a diploma as an art 

teacher (drawing, geometry, history of art). Kiting, however, was not a consequence of my education. I do 

not remember what made me wish to fly kites with my children—I must have seen a photo of kite flying, for 

at the time you could not buy kites in Hungary at all. The problem was, I did not know how to make one. So 

a boy from the neighbourhood who “had the know how” helped me out; he made me a hexagonal paper kite 

that flew quite well for a while—until it crashed. 

We were all very disappointed, but I promised my boys that I would make another one, and another one….. 

And haven’t stopped since. 

 

I started collecting information on kites. My first source was my wife Caroline who also presented me with 

David Pelham’s “Kite Bible”. Then I started corresponding with kite experts from the world over, such as 

Oliviero Olivieri, Hiromi Tsutomu, John Spendlove and Alexi Zwerik. I was overwhelmed by the variety of 

kites and I wanted to try them all!! So after the first paper kites I started making bigger ones using wood, 

aluminium tubes and fabric. My wife helped me with the sewing but certain materials (like ripstop) were not 

available in Hungary. This—just like the unavailability of manufactured kites—was actually very fortunate 

because it urged me to experiment with different materials and structural solutions. 

 

In 1984 the Hungarian Kite Club was formed and the very same year the Club was invited by Oliviero 

Olivieri to the international kite festival in Castiglione del Lago, Italy. This was my first such experience. 

It was there that I became aware of the contrast (at least for me, there is a contrast) between two aspects of 

kite flying: the quiet and the noisy one. While designing and building one of my kites, I am completely silent 

for hours; then I spend some time flying it alone, enjoying nature, the wind, the sky above me. I like to be 

alone and I like silence—I have no horror vacui. On the other hand, I also like to exchange experiences 

with other people and appreciate their different or similar attitudes to kite flying—but this most happens at 

kite festivals, which sometimes feel much too loud for me. 

 

Later I decided to write another kite book, this time only about kites made of paper, because I realized that 

the kites in my first book—though they were attractive—might have frightened away novice kite builders, 

they were so complicated to make. With this second book I tried to suggest that anyone could make kites 

from inexpensive materials and without expensive equipment or great experience with sewing. 

(Papirsarkany (“Paper kites”), 1989,Muszaki Konyvkiado, Budapest)  

 

Since this turn of events, I have (with a few exceptions) only flown my own kites—ones that were conceived 

and made by myself. 

At the 1991 Festival in Dieppe, I put a selection of paper kites on display that earned me the Grand prize for 

creative design and an invitation to Thailand Kite Festival the following year. This was the event that made 

my asymmetrical kites more widely known. During the event I made an asymmetrical kite on the spot in hon-

or of the festival. (And managed to fly it, even!) Afterwards I received several invitations to give workshops 

in different countries. 

 

Now that I am retired, and no longer teach in schools, I’ve turned to other areas of education. I do volun-

tary work in very poor area of the country, where one of my ex-students created an art Foundation, original-

ly with the goal of holding art courses for the local underprivileged children. (Nora Ritok’s Igazgyongy 

Foundation is involved with 670 children, most of whom are gipsies.) She has now developed a type of 

social school that does not only support the personal development of the kids—it also tries to get their fami-

lies to engage in meaningful occupations that generate income. Nora and her colleagues teach unemployed 

parents handcrafts—they started with embroidery, now they do woodwork as well. 

I teach them glass icon painting and Asian bookbinding; we’ve also recently started on wood block printing 

and making paper kites. The Foundation has a webshop and sells it’s products with the brand name Szuno 

(pronounced “soon-o”) which means “dream” in the gipsies’ language. 

 

Read the full article, which can be accessed from a link on the TKF Home page. 
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2015 Workshop Registration Form 

23-24th May 2015 

Camp Clayton, Ulverstone 

 

Forward to: Avril Flewellen, 40 Water Street, Ulverstone, Tas. 7315 OR 

Email: flewellena@gmail.com 

By Friday 8th May 

 

Participant/s…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Thank you, but I shall not be attending the weekend 

I confirm that I will be attending the workshop during the following times and at the follow-

ing costs.   
 

NOTE:  This year it has been decided to go out for dinner to Pedro’s Restaurant on Saturday 

evening.  Participants will be required to pay for their own meal and beverages.  The workshop 

fees have been adjusted accordingly.   
 

All weekend – Accommodation and Meals. $96.69 x …. = …………………… 
 

Day Visitor- Saturday 23rd May 

 4 hours or more     $ 8.80 x ….. = ………………….. 

 Under 4 hours     $ 4.40 x ….. = ………………….. 

 Lunch      $15.40 x …. = ………………….. 
 

Day Visitor – Sunday 24th May 

 4 hours or more     $ 8.80 x …. = ………………….. 

 Under 4 hours     $ 4.40 x …. = ………………….. 

 Lunch      $15.40 x …. = …………………… 

 

For hire* 

Bath Linen       $ 8.80 x … = ………………….. 

Bed Linen – Single     $ 9.90 x … = ………………….. 
*You may bring your own bath and bed linen/sleeping bag 

 

Supplies for Kite workshop    $15.00 x … = …………………… 

 

# Less members subsidy (Single $25/Family $30)   = [$25/30] 

 

Balance Due        = …………………. 

 

Special Dietary arrangements 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Do not pay on registration.  An account shall be prepared based on 

your registration and presented to you as you arrive.  Some members may like to take the      

opportunity to renew their membership at the Workshop weekend. 

               

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

mailto:flewellena@gmail.com

