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Message from the editor  
 

Hello fellow kite fiends 

 

We have been having a wonderful & busy time  

with our  3 fly weekends.  

Also a special thanks to Ian for dismantling 

Mal’s little white kites to give to the children 

watching at the Binnalong Retreat/Sunday. 

Many smiles were made. 

     

Thanks to Avril ,Ian, Mary Ann, Rodger and 

David (?) for their contributions this issue. Also 

a special thanks for the loan of Robert’s photos. 

I look forward to many more for the next excit-

ing TasKite release! 

 

You aging newsletter editor 

Pam 

P.S. Don’t forget to let Avril Know about the 

workshop attendance

Committee 
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Area Contact for Fly Days 
 

 Hobart 
1st Sunday of the month 

David Geer  0427885818 

 

 

Devonport 
2nd Sunday of the month 

Ian Flewellen 0459039630 

 
St Helens 

Robert Brasington 6376 1667 
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Message from the Pres 
 

He’s been busy again but 

maybe next time eh?!!! 

The romance is still new 

and exciting!! 

David’s reply to my last threat….. 

 

Will try but daughters wedding this week-

end .....argh the stress!!! :-/  

Workshop reply 

16th May!! 
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Devonport Kite Festival 
 

Is that a little red kite in the 

sky Rodger? 

The boys in Ian’s garage 

Tucker time at the  

Flewellen’s. 

Robert, Tim, Avril & Ian. 

Workshop reply 

16th May!! 
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Ulverstone backyard car yard 

David, Aujke and 

Tim. 

After tea talk. 

Meercroft Park 
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Devonport Kite Festival Report 

    

Saturday afternoon Ian, Rodger and Flocky started the Devonport kite festival 

atmosphere with a fly at Meercroft Park.  It was a good opportunity to check 

out the ground and get some kites in the air. 

 

Saturday night we had a BBQ at our place in Ulverstone.  It was a pleasant 

evening with good food, good wine and plenty of kite stories.  We lit the fire 

pot, and everyone sat around the fire under a star lit sky.  The weather looked 

promising for the next day.  Then it was floor space only for accommodation 

for the night – but we managed to fit everyone in. 

 

Morning saw everyone up and ready for the first festival of the season.  The 

day was sunny with light winds.   In Devonport, we set up the gazebo and the 

stand with the sled kites to sell.  We did well throughout the day.  This year we 

set up our kites on the western side of the field and left the northern barricaded 

area for the helicopter.  This way, we were able to leave our kites up when the 

helicopter arrived for the Teddy Bear drop.  

 

The boys from Hobart put up a great display with their inflatables.  Ian flew 

the stack of six stunt kites.  We had a good ground display – so inviting that 

we had a family decide to sit right in the middle with their picnic lunch. 

 

It was a good day.  The weather was good for flying, good sales from our sled 

kites and the teddy-bears even landed on the designated mark. 

 

At the end of the day, we noticed some sled kites that had escaped and were 

twisted around the power lines.  Rodger took on the challenge to clean up and  

showed his skills by cutting the kites down one by one with his fighter kite 

and a bit of munga on his line.  He did a good job until the fighter kite cut 

loose and took off with the munga line into the Aged Care Facility.  

Hmmm...that wasn’t supposed to happen. 

 

Thanks Flewellen’s for this update on the day. 

Workshop reply 

16th May!! 
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Devonport Kite stand. 

Beautiful weather! 

 

Workshop reply 
16th May!! 
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It was with great anticipation that John and I loaded up the ute. I was still unwell, but I’d 

been looking forward to the Binalong Bay weekend for so long, we went anyway. After 

checking into accommodation, after tea we popped over to Rob and Tracey’s. Tim, Andrew, 

Flocky, Rodger, Kate, Rob and Tracey were there and conversation was easy and relaxed. 

Dorte and Frank were asleep—jetlagged. We’d meet them tomorrow. 

 

Next morning as John and I drove to the Gardens, we could see the kites from kilometres 

away. A glance at the sky and I could tell that Tim, Flocky, Rodger and Rob had kites up. 

There were a few I didn’t recognize, Tim’s anime roc, Andrew’s rainbow Ray, among oth-

ers. 

 

Cars kept pulling up, and people kept coming in to look, take photos and sometimes have a 

chat. Eventually the winds died and gradually all but a few kites fell from the sky. Some of 

us got sunburnt where we’d missed with our sunscreen. Mid afternoon saw the beach and 

the air empty—the group deciding to retreat for tea at Rob and Tracey’s. John and I had a 

lovely interlude with Avril and Ian in their new camper—a job well done Ian! When the 

wind picked up eventually, I finally got my brand new EO6 to fly. 

 

The gathering was convivial. Kate made some great salads and all shared the fare. There 

were the obligatory forays into Rob’s workshop—the guys for technical stuff—we girls sus-

sing out colours for future projects. The red kite danced high above us as the ….. sparkle in 

the evening light. Ideas were thrown around, expertise was shared and stories were told. Ca-

nines ate treats under the table. 

 

On Sunday we were again  able to find the exact spot—Paddy’s  Island, by looking at the 

sky. The wind was stronger, gusty—so apart from  Rob’s dependables & kites galore there 

were different kites in the sky. The highlights were definitely Dorte and Franks huge facet 

kite. Never have I seen such an amazing structure ―in the flesh‖ and he made it! Next _ 

came the albatross. That was one beautifully flying kite! Pam put up a few of Malcolm’s. 

 

We shared the beach with swimmers. Families—some sat under the big kites—so they had 

to come down softly. I was sorry to miss the spectacle of Tim, Andrew and Rob bringing 

down this big parafoil. Kites were brought in as the winds gusted more. 

 

People hit the road after a great weekend together.  

 

Again John and I were left feeling really welcomed, and a 

part of a fantastic group of people. 

Binalong Bay Retreat Report 
By MaryAnn Sheahan 
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Binalong Bay Retreat 

Tea time at the  

Brasington Resort! 

Rodger starts to gain fellow little 

red kite fiends. 

… & Rodger. 

Barbecue at  

Binalong Bay. 
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Flocky and  Gustav. 

Bay of Fires Saturday sky. 

Red kite frivolity! 

Dorte, Frank & Rodger. 

Workshop reply 

16th M
ay!! 

Workshop reply 

16th M
ay!! 
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Tim and Tracey. 

Gustav’s little sun shelter!! 

Dorte and Tracey setting up 

the facet. 

Frank and Dorte. 

Tim and Rob. 
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More Binalong! 

Workshop reply 
16th May!! 
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The Hobart Kite Festival was held much later this year secondary to the oc-

cupation of the grounds by the Great Moscow Circus and subsequently the 

Hobart Regatta. The Festival was the culmination of three state wide kiting 

events held on consecutive weekends. This year the festival was very capa-

bly organised by Wendy Rowe of Rotary Club of Sandy Bay. 

As is usual for kite flyers gatherings, the Hobart Kite Festival commenced 

on the day prior! Flying conditions at the Cenotaph on Saturday afternoon 

were strong and gusty! Ian Flewellen persisted and managed to keep a varie-

ty of kites in the air and differing times... I managed to destroy yet another 

spar in my Escher hexagonal. 

The Saturday evening congregation at Austin’s Ferry was convivial and as 

usual one of the highlights for me. My BBQ had its annual outing. Food and 

conversation were plentiful. 

Sunday dawned with a clear blue sky and light winds (at Austin’s Ferry)! On 

arrival at the Cenotaph grounds - the usual scramble to establish  a position 

and erect the Kite Flyers of Tasmania gazebo (how long before its de-

mise....). The winds were restored to strong and gusty (although not quite as 

gusty as Saturday).  

Ian, Avril, David, Andrew, Pam, John, MaryAnne and Flocky proceeded to 

hoist a comprehensive array of colourful kites aloft. Public attendance was 

perhaps a little down on last year, but given the temperature it is likely that 

people weren’t as comfortable to stay for an extended period. 

All of the stall holders appeared to be happy with their day. Thanks to the 

toiling of those members making sled kites for KFT to sell, we also man-

aged to boost the KFT coffers considerably. 

Flocky and Genevieve featured on the ABC: 

http://www.abc.net.au/local/audio/2013/02/25/3697614.htm 

I even had a ―two second grab‖ at the end of the WIN news! 

 

Rodger 
 

Hobart Kite Festival  
24th February 2013 

Thanks Rodger for that report. 

 

Camp Clayton reply due May 16th folks!! 

http://www.abc.net.au/local/audio/2013/02/25/3697614.htm
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Hobart Kite 

Festival 
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The Master and the Apprentice 

 
On one of the rare occasions that I had some spare time recently, and the 

breeze was kind, I wandered over to the park across the road with a tissue 

fighter kite for some relaxation. 

 

All goes well with the launch, but the kite has a definite liking for the 

right.   Bend it a bit here and push it a bit there, but it makes no 

difference.   What would Rodger do here?  I rub it on my head like some 

strange man trying to scratch head lice or perform some mental 

transference to this machine.  Relaunch— no difference.  Dig deeper into 

information gleaned from watching someone who just knows things.  

Gnaw away at the cross spar. But which one….? Do I bite the side that it 

wants to go to or is it the other side? Think! Too much sail on one side, do 

I weaken this spar or the other?  Many times have I watched this man 

chewing away on his kite. Think! Somewhere deep down something tells 

me to bite the opposite side to which it wants to go.  Hope your 

channelling me here Rodger.   Here goes. 

 

Did it work?  Did I get the right side?  We will never know.  He didn’t tell 

me to bite gently.  I bit straight through the spar and bit it in half. 

The apprentice has a long way to go and is not ready to wear funny hats 

yet! 

 

Lucky Ian 

Hope that that wasn’t that nasty little 

Balinese kite Ian……………… 

Sorry!!!!!!!! 
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Glen Innes, NSW 

 
I was relating this story to someone recent and was prompted by them to put it in the newsletter—so here 
goes.   
 
Whilst travelling through NE NSW last year, we stopped for a picnic lunch at a very interesting park in Glen 
Innes.  Well worth a stop, with huge Celtic stones in ceremonial standings, etc.  think Stonehenge, Lord of 
the Rings. After lunch we were wandering about when a bus pulled up with 8 to 10 people with varying 
degrees of mental disabilities, got out for a picnic in the park.  The two carers had brought some kites with 
them which obviously caught our attention.  While most of the passengers sat in a shelter or on the grass, 
one carer attempted to launch a dual line blue and yellow “chickenfeed” stunter.  A near impossible task at 
the best of time, but made much more so by the fact that the ground crewman held it up with the belly down 
and trailing edge facing the line holder.  On command they both started running until reaching top speed—
the order was given to throw it up.  No luck there, no matter how many times the sequence was repeated.  
One of the party passed his continual judgement “it won’t fly”.  After a while of non judgemental 
amusement—it got the better of me.  I went to the van and got out two sled kites and hoping it would not 
offend the happy people, I offered them the kites, saying I guaranteed they would fly.  
 
Avril gave one to a girl, and I gave another to someone else.  What a reward we got. As these little garbage 
bag sleds did their thing in the sky, the group clapped and laughed.  Avril spotted a plastic bird kite sitting on 
the table and asked about this one.  Once again, our not too cheerful commentator put forward “it won’t fly”.  
On inspection, Avril suggested that if we put the spar in and tied on the line, it should fly.  Once those simple 
tasks were done, it took to the sky with much more laughter and clapping and congratulating us on achieving 
this marvellous feat.  Less than a minute later the whole plastic line holder completely disintegrated in Avril’s 
hand and down came the bird to the ground.  A very loud “it won’t fly” greeted our effort.  Back to the van for 
a spare KFT kit line and the bird kite was airborne and being dragged all over the field. 
 
Now, what about the blue and yellow stunt kite was the carer’s next request.  Here goes, on explaining the 
cost benefits of a $10 kite relating to its limited likelihood of flight, I took on the challenge, standing the kite 
on the ground, I walked back, took the lines and tugged.  It took to the sky, in its own way and I managed a 
couple of turns, etc before it took control and did what it wanted— crashed.  We won’t forget the accolades 
and joy that this 30 seconds on uncontrolled flight gave.  “It flys—it flys!”  What a reward we got just by 
hearing their voices “it flys”.  The only negative statement we got was from the carer who on seeing it take 
off from the ground, told me she had been running around this field with this dam thing for two years trying to 
get it to fly.  I apologised for spoiling her fitness program, to which she answered “that it could now go in the 
rubbish bin”.  She was happy. 
 
Avril and I could not wipe the smiles off our faces as we looked around at ten very happy people with two 
sled kites and one bird kite running in all directions. 
 
Did we stay and enjoy it?  No!  We looked at each other and ran for the van to make our getaway before the 
inevitable tangled lines, broken kites and upset people.  The whole adventure is a lasting pleasure to us and 
confirms the well known fact, that you cannot fly a kite without smiling at the same time. 

Lucky Ian 
 
 
 

 Workshop reply 16th May!! 
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Camp Clayton Workshop and AGM 

1-2 June 2013 

…………………………………………………… 
 

This year it has been decided to have a ―free project‖ weekend.  So, bring out that design for a kite 

that you had always thought about making; finish that kite that has been on your to-do list for quite a 

while;  maybe you just want to repair a few kites; or maybe you just want to socialise.  All welcome. 

 

Chickenfeed Challenge 

Maybe you would like to get involved in the Chickenfeed Challenge—making a kite from materials 

purchased on the day, from Ulverstone Chickenfeed.  Rules are yet to be determined.  It will be a 

challenge—first challenges being ―Is Ulverstone Chickenfeed still open?‖ and ―Do they have any 

stock?‖.   

 

For the weekend you will need your kite project, sewing machine and sleeping bag or doona.  Camp 

Clayton will cater for all the food,  and what a feast it usually is. Camp Clayton is an alcohol free 

venue.  Saturday evening we will have our AGM.  At the AGM we will need to pass a motion to  

request the Commissioner for Corporate Affairs to exempt our association from an audit for the last 

financial year. 

 

Registration Form for the Workshop/AGM on the back page.   

Please return to Avril Flewellen by the 16th May. 

Please return to Avril Flewellen by the 16
th

 May. 
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2013 Workshop/AGM Registration Form 
1st-2nd June 2013  

Camp Clayton, Ulverstone 
 
 

Forward  to:  Avril Flewellen, 40 Water Street, Ulverstone, Tas 7315 or 
Email: flewellena@gmail.com 

By Thursday 16th May 
 
 

Participant/
s……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

  Thank you, but I shall not be attending the weekend 

  I confirm that I will be attending the workshop/AGM during the following times and at the follow-
ing costs. 
 
  
All weekend– Accommodation and Meals  $110.00 x … = ……….. 
Day Visitor—Saturday 2nd June 
  >4 hours     $ 8.80 x …..  = ……….. 
  <4 hours     $ 4.40 x …..  = ……….. 
  Lunch      $13.20 x ….  = ……….. 
  Dinner     $17.60 x ….. = ……….. 
Day Visitor—Sunday 3rd June     
  >4 hours     $ 8.80  x ….  = ……….. 
  Lunch      $13.20 x ….. = ……….. 
 
# Less members subsidy (Single $25.00/Family $30)   = [$25/30] 
 
 

  Balance Due       = …………….. 
 

Special dietary arrange-
ments…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  Do not pay on registration.  An account shall be prepared based on your registration 
and presented to you as you arrive.  Some members may like to take the opportunity to renew their mem-
bership at the Workshop/AGM weekend 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
AGM: Proxy, Nominations and Issues 
 
I ……………………………………………………………….. being a member of Kite Flyers of Tasmania Inc., 
do pass on my apologies to the AGM that I will not be attending the meeting and wish to give my voting 
proxy to ……………………………………………………………………....being a member who is eligible to 
vote. 
[Signed]…………………………………………………….[Date]……………………………………….. 
I would also like to nominate the following people to the following vacant positions: 
[President, Vice-President, Secretary, Public Officer, Treasurer] 
 
[Nominee]……………………………………………………………..[Position]………………………………….. 
 
[Nominee]……………………………………………………………..[Position]…………………………………… 
I would like the club to discuss the following issues: 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Proxy votes or postal votes can be submitted by post to:   
 

David Geer, President, 22 Cosgrove Drive, Richmond, 7025 
  


