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Message from the editor  
 

Well it seems that the lovely weather is return-

ing and we are already out there enjoying the 

zephyrs and the company of likeminded kite 

fiends (OOPS!) friends. I will see you in 2013 

and wish everyone a safe holiday season. 

    

PLUS 

 

I HAVE HAD A SMALL  

RESPONSE FROM  

MEMBERS RE THE  

SAVING OF TREES 

 

So I am being brave this edition and have de-

cided to email the newsletter to those members 

for whom I have email addresses, and posting 

to those who don’t. 

If this is not what you want please do not hesi-

tate to let me know. 

 

No problems if you would still like to go with 

the old system. 

  

Thank to Tim and Flocky for their contribu-
tions and Robert for his photos. I look forward 
to many more for the next exciting TasKite 
release! 
 
You old newsletter editor 

Pam 

Committee 

President: 

David Geer 
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Rosny Park   TAS   7018 
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andrewfarrow@gmail.com 
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Robert Brasington 
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03 6425 2242 

flewellena@gmail.com 

 

Committee Members: 

Rodger Willows 

Pam Scammell 

MaryAnne Sheahan 

Flocky Bock 

Sarah Badcock 

Aukje Boonstra 

 

Web Manager: 

Izzy von Lictan 

 

Librarian: 

Avril Flewellen 
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Membership Fees: 
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Editor: 

Pam Scammell 
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Area Contact for Fly Days 
 

 Hobart 
1st Sunday of the month 

David Geer  0427885818 

 

 

Devonport 
2nd Sunday of the month 
Ian Flewellen 64252242 

 
St Helens 

Robert Brasington 6376 1667 
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Message from the Pres 

Well here we are into the start of yet another kiting season with some adventurous times ahead.  
 
At the time of writing work continues by Rotary Hobart on finding the right date for the Hobart Kite 
Festival due to the Hobart City Council filling up the best flying location in the Hobart district with 
parking and the Moscow Circus for most of December and January. As a kite flyer I personally find this 
a disappointing use of public open space.  
 
In the south of the state we have had a sled kite workshop, a school fair fly and a charity Kite Day for 
the Rotary Club of Claremont. 
 
Saturday 10th November - The fly at the Emmanuel Christian School Fair was better than I had ex-
pected. We supplied some kite kits and training for the school to run a little kite workshop while we 
flew our big kites on the school oval. It was great to have Ian travel down in his new van with its end-
less supply of plastic foot stools ;-) Ian and I were joined by Tim and Andrew for the fly that helped 
blow the cobwebs out of some kites that had been hibernating for a while. 
 
Some weeks earlier we held a sled kite workshop to put together sled kites to be sold at Rotary's Kite 
Day. A team of enthusiastic volunteers put together a kit of 100 kites in approx 2 ¼ hours (amazing). 
 
Sunday 11th November – was the Kite Day at Claremont where the big kites were flown and report-
edly noticed far and wide. The sled kites sold out on what was a near perfect day – all that was need-
ed was a knot or two extra of steady consistent wind. The fly was in support of Jezza's family after he 
passed away from a brain tumour earlier this year. It gave me great pleasure to present to the family 
a kite with Jezza's name on it as something they can take to the park and fly as a family together. 
While on holiday in Brisbane I managed to tee up a quality kite at a substantial discount through Ja-
son at Briskites (www.briskites.com.au) which was paid for by a donation and raffled off at the Kite 
Day. It was so good being involved in doing something that I love to do without expecting anything in 
return. Seeing the faces of people looking up with joyous expressions and knowing that in a quiet 
back room way I have helped someone who has been unfortunate to be not as fortunate as myself is 
what supporting our communities is really about for me. I was requested by Rotary to attend their 
meeting following the Kite Day where we were formally thanked for our contribution to the day and 
where the club was presented with a certificate of appreciation “in thankful recognition for your gen-
erous support & contribution towards our Kite Day, held to assist Jezza's family” The event raised 
$3,030.00 a marvellous and commendable effort all round. 
 
I personally would like to thank and commend Ian, Andrew, Tim & Anthony who put on an awesome 
display over that weekend and Jason for his generosity for their part in this highly successful day. To 
Dave Chandler (dec.) - the source of some of this batch of sled kite materials - Rodger and Flocky 
whom have faithfully served the club by compiling the sled kite kit components a big thanks to you as 
well. To everyone else if I have missed you're all magnificently awesome as well. :-) 
 
One thing still puzzles us though...we are still wondering why Ian went MIA on Sunday...perhaps there 
was a plastic stool sale on in Ulverstone he needed to get to? Perhaps we'll never know! :-D 
 
All the best to everyone - fly safe! 
 
-Dave   (The Pres) 
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The fly with Rotary Claremont 
(see the Pres report) 
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More ClaremontClaremont 

Fly! 
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Knotty Flocky Part 2 

   More Knots for Kite Flyers 
 

 

The Sheet Bend 
 

The sheet bend  Fig.15  is nothing but the bowline knot used to 

tie two lines together. It is a good and reliable solution especial-

ly for lines of different thickness. 
 
 
 

 
Fig 15.  Sheet bend (similar to bowline knot) 

 

The Sheet Bend for an Anchor 
To anchor a heavier line to a tree, axle, or tow ball first fit a 

loop sling to the stake with a larks head. Then double up a 

good length of flying line and stick it through the bend of 

the sling Fig.16. Now form a sheet bend knot around the 

sling, always working with the double line. However do not 

pull the end right through but leave a short loop tail sticking 

out. This will allow you a fast release once the tension has 

been taken off the flying line. 
 

Fig 16. Anchor sling and sheet bend knot with doubled up flying line  

            Note: the pull back loop 

 

The Reef Knot or Square Knot 

 
Also known as weavers knot this one is easy and fast to make. 

Remember: Right over left than left over right.  Fig17.    

Whilst this knot is very good on fencing wire it is not 

 recommended for kite lines. If there is no tension on the knot, 

especially if one line is thicker than the other, the thick line may 

straighten itself out. We are left with an unsecured larks head 

around the fat line, which now could easily slip off. 

 
Fig 17. Reef knot                  

 

However this knot can be improved into a secure sheet bend 

with one simple further step: 

Just take one short tail and instead of feeding it through the 

opposite bend slip it over the bend and under itself before 

tightening the knot Fig.18. 
 

 

 

Fig 18.  the same made into a  sheet bend 
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                Another useful knot for Kite Flyers 

 

The Foo knot 
 

This knot was shown to me by David Chandler as a method to create a loop within the fly-

ing line to carry some bigger line laundry. Because it is so bulky it does not weaken the line 

too much. It is also quite easy to undo, unlike a loop made by just a half hitch. Here we go 

step by step as you wrap the line around your hand: 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

I do not know the proper name of this knot since I have not found it in any book. It has 

been around for a very long time and it appears as three leafed clover in Celtic ornaments. I 

have also recognised it as a carpet duster woven in cane hanging on Mal’s veranda. To me 

it looks very much    like the well known graffiti character from the 70s, the nose man, who 

with the words “Foo was here” adorned many a 

toilet wall. 

 

 

Thanks Flocky! 

Down behind Up in front Down behind again and 

across 
Up in front and across 

Pick up the first up-

ward loop & stretch it 

over the crossover 

Slip the loop over the 

crossover & pull out 

your hand 

Extend the loop (nose) and tighten up the 

Foo knot. 
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Display Kites  

by Tim Swann 

 

Large kites look fantastic but they are not for everyone. The guys in Hobart (Dave “geko” Geer, 

Andrew “no thumb” Farrow and Tim) have been putting on some great displays at the Hobart Cen-

otaph for a while now, with the start of another summer session, the guys (apart from Geko Dave 

who has forgotten about kites to go sailing) have started to wow the people of Hobart once again. 

But what is involved with flying display kites?  

First of all is the cheque book will take a lot of hits. This gear is not cheap. Yes, you can find some 

cheap kites on ebay that are from China (Andrew can tell you all about them) but the quality is not 

the same. They are like the Audi stunters that you buy from toy stores, one out of ten will fly 

straight out of the bag, the others you need to “adjust” (preferably with a cigarette lighter). Making 

them is not much cheaper either after you buy all the rip stop. There are some really good deals 

that you can get for a set up to fly these kites but you need to look around. 

Let’s start with lifters. Like all kite flying, the wind conditions are always a factor. This means the 

size of your kites and the anchors that you have to hold them down. For light conditions, you need 

to have something that will be able to catch as much available wind as you can get, so that often 

means a larger kite. As the wind picks up, this kite will start to generate more pull. You can then 

look at a smaller kite. The worst thing is, it is often the bigger kites that have a higher wind range. 

This means that you need to have appropriate line weights and a good solid anchor depending on 

the wind conditions and the size of the kite. 

It needs a tail! Lifters are no different. There are a couple of different things we can use as tails. 

They are drogues, streamers or tails.  Basically they all do the same thing, but ultimately they 

steady the kite and also adjust the angle of attack. The size of the tail can also vary depending on 

the wind strength to create more drag and improve the angle of attack.  I am not going to go into 

too much detail on all this today but if you want more information about tails, drag and angle of 

attack, ASK! 

Now that you have a lifter and a bit of an understanding about that, let’s look at line laundry or line 

junk!  There are many different things you can do with line laundry, but what is line laundry?  I 

think we could all sit down and have a discussion all night about what is line laundry, but to make 

it easy for today, let’s just say, anything that attaches to the line under the lifter. This can be any-

thing from streamers, flags, tails or inflatable shapes/creatures. 

We can again look at the size and cost, amount of pull or forces as we did in lifters, but one of the 

most important things is how it looks. The best displays are ones that relate in some way, weather 

that be colour, the same design or similar theme. My line set that most people in Tassie have seen, 

revolves around sea creatures in the red/black/orange colour scheme. Other options that Andrew is 

looking at is 3 Octopuses of different colours. Rob Brasington has also shown the streamers under 

a very wobbly lifter.  

The type of line laundry that you are flying can affect the type of lifter that you are using and the 

angle of attack of that lifter. Some inflatable kites actually create their own lift so the line they are 

attached to would need to be at a steeper angle. There are many different options that you can look 

at, but a little bit of thought at the start of building a display can save you a lot of money later 

down the track. I know I have made purchases on items that I now think I should have spent the 

money on something else. 

One misconception that I have been informed on lately, is you need a large kite to create a great 

display. This is incorrect. You can create a fun display that is very striking without the need of 

large lifter kites, high breaking strain line and an vehicle for an anchor. You can create a great dis-

play with a solid delta with streamers or multiple tails or even a small flag. 
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Tim anchoring his kite to the bumper bar. HOLD ON………... 

TO THESE! 
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2013 Calendar Dates 

  
Hobart Kite Festival—24th  February 2013 

 

Devonport Kite Festival—10 February 2013  

 

Binalong Bay Retreat—16-17th February 2013 

 

 Reminder 

2013 workshop date for your calendar is 

1st & 2nd June 2013  

Photos compliments of our  Robert 

Brasington, taken in Korea and Rocky. 

Graeme, 

 the dirt  

surfer 
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The Lee Toy Memorial 

Kite Artist of the Year Award 2012 

 
Our illustrious Secretary has been OS as he does, and came home with a well deserved award. 

Here are a few lines about this award. 

 

Kite vagabond, author, artist and beloved kiter, Lee Toy filled the world with his creative energies, 

enormous talent, kindness, good humour and zest for life. Born in California and raised there and in 

Wisconsin, Lee worked in several artistic mediums and kite styles with an emphasis on fighter 

kites. Viewing kite flying as a metaphor for life, he promoted the joy of kiting around the world. 

His true gift was inspiring others to explore the wide world of kites and to see them as authentic art 

forms. Lee built kites as a kid, became an architect along the way and helped lead the kite scene at 

Marina Green in San Francisco in the 1970s. In the 1980s he relocated to his ultimate kite work-

shop/home in Scottsdale. His small book, Flight Patterns, gave wise insights with several excellent 

plans. Lee passed away in late 1992 and is still missed terribly by his family and many 

kite friends. 

The American Kitefliers Association (AKA) established the LEE TOY MEMORIAL KITE ART-

IST AWARD . The award will be presented at the annual convention of the AKA to a member se-

lected as the Kite Artist of the Year . The recipient will receive a traveling award to be held by the 

recipient for one year and returned for the following convention. The award will be inscribed with 

the name of each past recipient. Each recipient will receive a plaque that will remain with them. 

 

The Kite Artist of the Year recognizes an artists body of original work or their commitment to kites 

as art as well as their ability to inspire others in recognizing the uniqueness of kites as art. The Art-

ist of the Year demonstrates a willingness to teach, 

explore and innovate in promoting kites within the 

AKA membership or the broader community. The 

recipient also shows a clear generosity of spirit and 

willingness to share his or her energies in promot-

ing kites as an art form. The recipient must 

be a member of the AKA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Robert should be very proud, as 

are we, his friends in the Tasmanian 

kiting family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PS This is what happens when Pam 

has to be the reporter! 
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Roving Reporter 

Robert Brasington and 

Brittany Allen 

Robert in Dieppe, 

Haute-Normandie 

Sheryl and Lyndon 

Dorrington 

Special Delivery 

Congratulations to Ian and Avril on the safe arrival of their new grandchild  

Maddison Gabrielle. 


