
 

TASKITE, Issue 54                                                                                                                                                   1 

 

 

 

TASKITETASKITETASKITE   
Issue 54, Spring 2010                                    Quarterly Newsletter of Kite Flyers of Tasmania Inc. 



 

TASKITE, Issue 54                                                                                                                                                   2 

Committee 
    
    
President : President : President : President :     

Robert Brasington 
groundzerokites@tassie.net.au 

 
    
Vice PresidentVice PresidentVice PresidentVice President: 

Ian Flewellen 
 
Secretary/Public Officer:Secretary/Public Officer:Secretary/Public Officer:Secretary/Public Officer:    

Malcolm Dick 
P.O. Box 615 

Devonport  7310 
kcidmal@gmail.com 

 
 
Treasurer:Treasurer:Treasurer:Treasurer:    

David Geer 
P.O. Box 22 

Rosny Park  7018 
dave.geer@bigpond.com 

 
Committee:Committee:Committee:Committee:    

Rodger Willows 
Flocky Bock 

Sarah Badcock 
Di Geer 

Don Sutherland 
 
Life Members:Life Members:Life Members:Life Members:    
 

Helma Stevenson 
David Chandler 

 
Membership Fees:Membership Fees:Membership Fees:Membership Fees:    

Single $25 
Family $30 

 
Web Address: http://www.taskite.org.auWeb Address: http://www.taskite.org.auWeb Address: http://www.taskite.org.auWeb Address: http://www.taskite.org.au    
    
Editor:Editor:Editor:Editor:    

Avril Flewellen 
flewellena@gmail.com 

    
Area Contact for Fly DaysArea Contact for Fly DaysArea Contact for Fly DaysArea Contact for Fly Days    

 

 Hobart 
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Devonport 
Malcolm Dick 0419615648 

 
St Helens 

Robert Brasington 6376 1667 

Editors Note 
 

Spring is here and we have al-
ready had a few successful kite 
flys.  It looks like a promising 
season of kite flying with antici-
pated visits from our mainland 
members in February.  I hope 
you all got your kites ready over 
the winter season.   
 
Thank you for the articles from 
Flocky, Ian, David and Don.  
Great photos from Robert.  I do 
really appreciate the input.  
Please keep it coming. 
 
Keep looking up and may your 
kite fly high. 
 

Avril 
 

“The optimist pleasantly ponders how 
high his kite will fly; the pessimist woefully 

wonders how soon his kite will fall.” 
 
William Arthur Ward 
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Diary Dates 

 
“Earth, Air, Fire and Water” Community Picnic –5th December 12.30-4.00 

Club fly at Hobart Regatta Grounds  Bring a picnic lunch as we team up with Pathways 

Foundation and Tasmen for the inaugural  “Earth, Air, Fire and Water” Community Picnic. 

Hobart Kite Festival, Domain—16 January 2011 

Saturday night BYO BBQ at Rodgers, 307 Main Road, Austin’s Ferry 
 
Devonport Kite Festival, Meercroft Park—20th February 2011 

Saturday night BBQ bring your meat and salad to share.  Hosted by Malcolm and Aujke. 
 
Binalong Bay Retreat, 26th-27th February 2011 

Saturday at Taylor’s Beach - Sunday at Scamander Beach 
Saturday night BBQ bring your meat and salad to share.  Hosted by the Brasington’s. 
 
Fly just for us. Bakers Beach, Narawntapu National Park.  Tentative date 19-20 March 

2011  

 
Camp Clayton Workshop, 4-5th June 2011 

Dot’s last flyDot’s last flyDot’s last flyDot’s last fly    
 
Members of the Kite Club were invited to join family members to a the scattering of Dot Priestley’s ashes.  
The Devonport Bluff near the lighthouse was chosen as the place, with the expectation that the ashes would 
flow out to sea.  Not everything can be organised though, and this particular day there was a gale force wind 
blowing onshore, with black thunderous clouds threatening to cancel the whole event. According to Dot’s 
wishes, we had planned to fly kites on this occasion, but we could imagine Dot stamping her feet and saying 
“I’m not flying MY kites in this wind!”  So we searched a little further in the bag of kites and came up with 

Dot’s kite arch which we an-
chored to the road barriers—
that should hold it.  The family 
scattered the ashes in front of 
the arch where a naturalised 
garden of daffodils were flow-
ering.  Kite members scattered 
ashes under the arch and with 
the direction and ferocity of 
the wind that was blowing, we 
are sure that she is out there at 
Meercroft Park still playing in 
the wind.  It was a  time of 
memories, and we were 
pleased to have been able to 
join the family in carrying out 
Dot’s last wishes. 
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Wynyard Tulip FestivalWynyard Tulip FestivalWynyard Tulip FestivalWynyard Tulip Festival————October  October  October  October      The Kite Club was invited to fly kites at the Wynyard Festival to coincide with the An-nual Tulip Festival. The day was overcast with unpredictable winds.  The parks were filled with stalls and bands.  We were placed out the front of the Yacht Club, but when we got there the yacht club members had used the area to display their yachts.   Having arrived with our kites, we decided to fly anyway and found ourselves a nice little knoll with a sea breeze and ideal for flying our new red kite trains that we had re-cently made at the workshop.  Pam brought out her little kite, Malcolm and Aujke brought out their four kites they had trained and Ian and I brought out the three we had made.  They flew beautifully and looked really impressive.  After lunch the wind died down again, so we packed up and joined in the festivities.  Pam and I headed up to Table Cape and checked out the tulip farm.  It was a beautiful sight with rows and rows of exquisite tulips in a wonderful show of red, purple, yel-low, white, orange rows. 
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The Clarence Expo 31 October 2010 
 
Well for those of you that just could not make it for the Clarence Expo you really missed something 
special as it went off! 
 
Really..... it went right off! 
 
We turned up at 8:00am to Kangaroo Bay Oval, which was being overshadowed by a gloomy 
weather forecast, and joined the happy faces that were eager to get on with the setting up. 
Introductions and handshakes all round what a happy bunch but about 8:15am all the faces turned as 
gloomy as the outlook with news that the Mayor had pulled the plug on the Expo circulating and 
finally being confirmed the now disgruntled small groups milled about chatting the decision over, 
including Tim Swann and myself. As the other groups soon dispersed and went home Tim and I 
took full advantage of the empty oval to have a fly of a few things between the downpours and take 
some pics!! 
 
Oh bring on some nice weather for a change! 

Dave Geer  
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Primrose Sands Retreat 

November 6 and 7 

Ian Flewellen  

 

The weekend started for us with a drive South to Primrose Sands for a Saturday afternoon 

fly.  What a lovely little stretch of beach.  By the time we got there, we were met with a col-

ourful display of kites.  The two Tim’s were flexing their muscles  with their power kites 

(sorry guys—my lack of knowledge stops me from cor-

rectly identifying these kites).  Along with various other 

kites flown by Flocky, Rodger and Don, was a great show 

of red kites made at this year’s workshop.  Mal had two 

sets of two, Avril a single, Don a single diamond and 

David topped it off with a train of four.  Really looking 

forward to seeing all the kites made on the day flying on 

the same field somewhere.   

 

Tim Swann was patient enough to give me my next 

“Rev” lesson.  Oh dear—I think I am getting hooked! 

 

Saturday night was a great social get together at Don’s 

home with plenty of the kite flyers essentials : good 

food; good wine; great friends; a lovely fire and some 

classic old music.  A big thanks to Don and Elizabeth for 

the hard work putting this together.  Thanks also for the 

flat land for pitching tents and parking vans. 

 

Sunday we were 

joined by Robert and 

Tracey and became part of the Dodges Ferry community 

celebrations for Tasmania Day.  The numbers were small 

but we still managed to fly despite the venue and poor 

wind conditions.  Don even tried to improve things by 

donating a large Delta to 

the Wind Gods to be deliv-

ered to who knows where.  

Even that could not change 

the over/under supply of 

breeze (that’s kiting for 

you).  Always fun to chat 

and laugh with everyone so 

look forward to the next 

gathering. 
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Flight Stability (continued) 

Flocky Bock 

2. Roll 
 
    Movement around the spine is called roll. As described in nearly every kite book it is 
easy to see how roll can be statically mastered by giving the kite some dihedral or bowing 
the spar or spars with a chord, respectively softening the outer spar tips to obtain the same 
result. If it is not practical to give dihedral to the whole kite it may be enough to bend just 
the wing tips upwards. 
Dynamically however we have quite a handful of contributing factors. 
     
If you have ever ridden a motorcycle behind a big container truck on the highway you 
would have felt mighty swells of eddies coming off the rear corners in regular alternating 
patterns. This also can be observed in a fast flowing river behind a rock or bridge pylon. 
These eddies also form behind a kite especially the more squarish ones. The undulating 
backwater patterns now have a feedback influence on the kite itself, which starts to swing 
out sideways rolling as it swings. This is used in the “dancing kites” if the oscillation stabi-
lises. The main dampening factor to it is the air itself, suppressing the roll and sideways 
movement mainly due to surfaces not affected by the backwater like verticals fins and keels. 
Another set of dampening factors is generated by the line via line pull, countertimed swish 
and mass inertia. Sometimes I have tamed a skittish diamond or hata with some twenty feet 
of heavier line up front. 
 
    A special case of roll is arcing. You may have been caught at a festival when one of the 
larger kites, usually a parafoil or flowform, suddenly starts hanging to one side and in a 
large swoop arcs down right to the ground taking out every kite on the field. These kites 
when aloft fly at a small angle of attack and function more like a profiled wing section than 
a flat kite. Unless they are flown very high they are still within the wind speed profile. If by 
a disturbance one side is kicked up slightly it gets a little more wind than the other. This re-
sults in greater lift on that side which makes things worse and so the arcing motion starts. It 
seems that negative dihedral, that is shortening the outer shrouds a bit to get more horse-
shoe, gives more stability. Above 60 m –depending on the wind speed – the profile differen-
tial is less pronounced and the kite will fly stable. 
    
Arcing can also be initiated by a small but sudden change in wind direction. The leeward 
cells get turbulent airflow over the top and looses lift whilst the windward side still has a 
long run of laminar flow with good lift. This is often aggravated by a lagging drogue hold-
ing the wing diagonal. One possible remedy would be to break the laminar flow on the outer 
windward cells deliberately at an intended depth, e.g.30% , by fitting a strip of stickyback 
velcro. Turbulators like this have been successfully used on gliders (A.Quast) but I have not 
tried it on kites yet. It may be worthwhile to sacrifice a bit of lift for good behaviour. 
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Flight Stability (continued) 

3. Yaw 
 
    Yaw is the motion of a kite turning around an axis vertical to the spar and to the spine, or 
practically around the line. The easiest and most common way to archive yaw stability is to 
attach a tail or drogue. This will always work but the increased drag is a problem in light 
winds. Often stability can be improved by clever use of the curly stuff called wing tip vor-
tices, which I will try to explain as follows. 

     When a kite, ( that is a flat thing 
which flies tethered in a deeply stalled 
position,) induces a pressure difference 
in the air between its front and its back 
the flow breaks away at the leading edge 
forming a tight rolling curl called a vor-
tex. As Mr. Helmholtz postulated in 
1858 this vortex filament may not stop 
dead in midair, so it bends around at the 

wingtips and runs of downwind. The pressure difference also forces air around the long side 
edges thus reinforcing the side vortices. We end up with the so-called horseshoe vortex.  
 

   The picture shows a wind tunnel image of 
an inclined profile. The white lines are the 
streamers of smoke injected into the air-
stream and clearly show the wingtip vor-
tices. 
 
   The horseshoe vortex has been used to sta-
bilise kites since time immemorial. Many 
classical kites like English arch top, French 
pear top, German diamond, Thai Pakpao and 
Nagasaki hata have tassels on the outer tips 
which define and fix the breakoff point for 
the vortices. Unfortunately called 

“decorations” these have gone out of fashion in favour of clean lines. I have the sad feeling 
that we are throwing away centuries of accumulated experimental wisdom for a temporary 
fad. The ears on a Korean fighter, the leaf winged fishing kites of the solomons, and most 
elegantly the blowholes on a Yakko wing, the clever vent holes of the Grauel sled, the stag-
gered dihedral of the rokkaku, and the double cones of Rogallo, all took advantage of cling-
ing to the horseshoe vortex. It also is the secret that keeps the rotating ufo-kite horizontal.  
   But the trend is somewhat reversing already. Keen observers will have noted the upward 
bend winglets on large commercial planes (tassels?)  
  
    I have succeeded to stabilise a shortened five pointed star (aspect ratio 1.8) to fly without 
tails by using “inbuilt” little droguelets on the wingtips which hug the vortex. I am con-
vinced that any good flying kite uses this curly stuff and the others which don’t, like ex-
treme ex-wings, will keep falling out of the sky, - even if you put a tail on it. 
 
  Note: The remark  - put a tail on it – is a joking insult among Tasmanian kite fliers showing off their newest 
creation still behaving badly. 
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How to a WOW  about WAU 
Don Sutherland 

 
Some believe that kites from the Malaysian region are as old as kites themselves, 
going back about 1500 years, and it is thought that the leaf kites, used by the local 
fishermen existed before Chinese kites were documented in about 200BC. 
From Malaysia, kites migrated into India, Japan and Europe after kites from the Ma-
lacca area when navigators and sailors who were involved in the spice trade, took 
kites home with them and the designs were copied. This movement varied from the 
Portuguese in 1511, the Dutch about 1650 and the English occupation in the 
1800's. 
 
For example the Japanese “HATA”, which is unlike any traditional kite, is nearly al-
ways coloured in the Dutch colours of red, white, blue.  The smaller kites (normally 
fighter) still are the predominant kites in the “old” southern Malaysian boundaries- 
then called the Malaysian Archipelago-including Sumatra, Java and Sulewisi.  The 
current WAU kites are specific to the northern area close to the current Thai border, 
which was in fact Thai territory before British Colonisation. 
 
The name WAU originates from the Thai word “VAO” meaning “kite” In the old Thai 
language of 1687.  These days it also means the winter “north wind”.  Smaller chil-
drens kites are called “layang-layang” meaning sparrow.  The larger ornamental 
kites are always nominated as WAU. 

 

The WAU kites consist of a common elleptic top wing area-but kite names change 
because of the variations of the shape of the aft or lower wing. 
 
 Wau -bulan          aft wing          moon shaped 
 Wau -kuchin          '      '              cats head  upside down 
 Wau -jalabud         '      '              shaped woman’s curves 
 Wau -daun             '      '              leaf shaped 
 Wau -kapal            '      '              boat hull 
 Wau -merak           '     '               peacock 
 Wau - buring          '     '               bird shaped 
    
Other large village kites are made without the elliptical wing and take the name of 
the animal. 
 
 Ikan       fish 
 Ular       snake 
 Peyun     turtle 
 Sotong    squid 
 Rama-Rama   butterfly 
 Katak      frog 
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How to a WOW  about WAU (cont) 

 
Kites are always bamboo framed, covered with hand made white Chinese paper. 
To colour the kite, designs are hand sketched and layer upon layer of coloured pa-
per is glued on to the original white skin. 
 
National annual events are held between the kite makers. 
 
Kites are judged up to 100 points: 
 Angle of flight            40 points 
 Beauty                       30 points 
 Flight consistently      20 points 
 Hummer sound          10 points 
 

 
Annual entry is up to 400 kites. All kites are identified, stamped, locked away and 
judged during a 5 day period. 
 
First prize is usually about A$250. 
Annual income in Malaysia is about A$ 5000. 
 
Wau kites are designed to fly in a high vertical figure of 8, emitting a high buzzing 
sound from the attached hummer (dengung or busur).  A flight of 20 or 30 Wau, 
really create a very loud distinctive noise. 
 
The only louder sounds,on a kite field, I have ever heard ,was from Peter Lynne at 
a Singapore Fly, as he was cut down for the 5th time that day by a pair of tied down 
and abandoned WAUs . 

 

 

                                             

Wau Bulan 
 (moon shape) 

Wau-jalabud 
(fish or shaped woman’s 
curves) 

Wau-kuchin 
(cat’s head upside down) 
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Photos from Sunderland, Northern 
England   
Courtesy Robert Brasington 
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VOTING FORM 

 
 All financial members of the Kite Flyers of Tasmania (Inc.) are required to vote on this important 
issue and return their vote to the secretary by 20th. December 2010. 
 

 A background as to why you are required to vote: 
 The club's committee would not like to see action taken against a club  member or the club itself 
should an accident occur, and so as to have  protection against this ever happening has a Public Li-
ability Insurance  policy of $10million . This policy costs the club more than $1100 every  year, if an 
accident occurs and we or you as a member are sued then someone  has to pay an excess of $1500 
per claim. 
 

 At our last Annual General Meeting , the club's committee were given the  task of discussing how 
should we deal with the issue of who pays the $1500  excess, for each claim, should someone sue the 
club or an individual member  and we are required to claim against our public liability insurance pol-
icy. 
 

 Here are the suggestions and it is now up to you as a member to vote for the  option that you are in 
favour of. Please circle your preferred option (not  all three options) 
 

 In the case of a member causing the accident/damage: 
 
 Option 1: 
 

 - That the member who caused the accident is responsible to pay for all of  the $1500 excess . 
 

 I agree (Please circle if this is your choice) 
 

Or 
 
  Option 2: 

 
 - That the member pays the $1500 excess in the first instance, then can ask the club for reimburse-
ment.  The committee would discuss the case with the  member ,and make a decision to reimburse 
the  member or not. The amount of  reimbursement to be determined by the committee. 
 

 I agree (Please circle if this is your option) 
 

 or 
 
 Option 3: 

 
 -  That the member pays $750 and the club pays $750 
 
 I agree ( Please circle if this is your choice) 
  
  In the case of the club being at fault.  i.e.gazebo blowing into a crowd, claim against kites we’ve 
made and sold  etc… then the club will without reservation pay the excess. 
 
 Please circle your choice of ONE of the Three options and return your form, 
by 20th December 2010 to: 
 

The Secretary 
Kite Flyers of Tasmania (Inc.) 
114 David Street,  
East Devonport, Tasmania 7310  
 
YOUR NAME:…............................................................................................................................ 


