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Alan Bayley’s Tiger and Fish on a cloud 
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Committee 
 

President: 

  Robert Brasington 

  groundzerokites@tassie.net.au 

 

Vice President: 

  Ian Flewellen 

  64252242 

 

Secretary/Publicity Officer: 

  Malcolm Dick 

  114 David Street 

  East Devonport 7310 

  ulverstone@stallards.com.au 

 

Treasurer: 

  David Geer 

  P.O. Box 2 

  Rosny Park 7018 

  dave.geer@bigpond.com 

 

 

Committee: 

  Rodger Willows 

  Flocky Bock 

  Sarah Badcock 

  Avril Flewellen 

 

 

Life Members: 

  Helma Stevenson 

  David Chandler 

   

 

Membership Fees: 

  Single $25 

  Family $30 

 

 

Web Address:  

  http://www.taskite.org.au 

 

 

Editor: 

  Avril Flewellen 

  flewellena@gmail.com 

 

Regular Fly Days 
 

1st Sunday of the month 

Queen’s Domain—Hobart 

12pm onwards 

Rodger Willows 0427278640 

 

1st Sunday of the month 

Smithton 

Norm Richardson 

0407122657 

 

2nd Sunday of the month 

Meercroft Park—Devonport 

2pm onwards 

Malcolm Dick 0419615648 

 

3rd Sunday of the month 

Diary Dates 
 

Workshop and AGM at 
Camp Clayton, Ulverstone 

29-30 May, 2010 
 

Registration form and details back 
page. 

Dot Priestley passed away peacefully on 2 

April, 2010 after a long battle with cancer  

She will be sadly missed  

Thoughts and treasured memories will be wel-

comed for the next edition of Taskite. 
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Australia Day  at Smithton 
Ian Flewellen 

 
Australia Day saw Malcolm, Aukje, Avril and myself heading off to Smithton to 
help celebrate the day and get some flying in with our new members/friends from 
the Circular Head area.   We had met Norm and Beth Richardson at a fly in Latrobe 
to celebrate Tasmania Day, so it was great to head up to their lovely part of the is-
land to meet another club member Rodney and their family and friends.  The local 
community had put together a festival of good local food, entertainment and activi-
ties which was all very well patronised. 
 
The organisers worked very hard to mark off an area for kite flying and Malcolm 
wasted no time in getting a kite or two in the sky, while Avril and I spread some 
ground display things about.  Not a great day for ground wind but we did our bit. 
 
Flowing with Aussie pride, Norm set his mind on flying a number of Australian 
Flags off a single line being lifted by a flow form.  This could best be described as an 
anxious start as the flow form and one flag decided  to go “free fly”, heading over 
power lines and houses  heading for the hill on the other side of the Duck River.  
Out came the technology and between us on one side of the river with binoculars 
and two cars and multiple mobile phones, the offending kite was soon returned to 
fold. 
 
With good Smithton determination, another attempt was made and by the time the 
official Australia Day speeches were 
being made, flying overhead was a 
proud display of four good size Aus-
tralian flags being held up nicely by 
the previously offending flow form.  
Well done, guys. 
 
During the day, the wind was a bit 
fickle but we all had kites flying and a 
good splash of colour in the sky.  A 
special thanks to a lovely local lady 
who whilst busy with other duties on 
the day, sent her box of Delta’s over 
for anybody who wanted to fly them.  
 
I can recommend a trip to Smithton 
on the first Sunday of the month, to 
meet and fly with an enthusiastic and 
friendly group of people.  For details 
contact Norm Richardson.  
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Malcolm, Beth and Norm Richardson 

Rodney 

Wedding Congratulations  

 

Malcolm and Aukje exchanged wedding vows 

on the 7th March surrounded by family 

and friends. 

 

We wish them all the best for their future lives  

together and we are sure there will be many 

happy kiting experiences together.  We  

expect to see many little kites flying around. 
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Well done, Malcolm [editor] 

An unexpected gift. 
 
Aukje and I didn’t make the Binalong Bay weekend this year and missed Scott Skinner’s 
Saturday paper kite workshop. By all accounts the weekend was wonderful and all had a 
happy time flying kites. 
 
Ian Flewellen kindly asked Scott if he could take a paper kite kit for me, and I was de-
lighted to receive it. Thank you Ian and Scott. 
 
I found that the paper was ruled up and the kite was a Suruga. I was familiar with this 
type of kite having made several in the past. So I launched into making the kite and 
painted it up. So here it is bearing the tradition warrior motif. 
Good winds 
Malcolm Dick 
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Additions to the K.F.T. club Kite Collection. 
 

Members will be pleased to learn that the club’s historic kite collection has grown with the 

inclusion of some of Kent Stephenson’s kites. Helma has donated 

several bamboo and cloth Indonesian style kites and other kites Kent 

had constructed. 

 

Amongst them is one particularly rare fighter kite made by the late 

Japanese kite maker, Takeshi Nishibayashi. Known simply as 

“Nishi”, he was famous for the modern, creative kites he made and 

for the “Kite Flying” song he loved to perform.  Nishi lived in To-

kyo and was the author of three books in Japanese (Create a Kite 1 

& 2 and Happy Kitemaking) featuring numerous plans for kites 

from simple materials.  Nishi died on February 11, 1998 at the age 

of 82. 

 

 

The kite is a fighter in the style of a fish, made of plasticised paper, bamboo and fibreglass 

spars.  What is unusual is the use of 4 bows. This multi bow technique is found in many of 

Nishi’s kites. The kite has 4 bridle 

points. The kite bears the auto-

graph of Nishi and the words To-

kyo Tako Kichi, (Crazy kite flyer 

from Tokyo). 

 

Helma tells me that Nishi stayed 

with her and Kent when he visited 

Tasmania in 1987 and the kite was 

made for them in appreciation for 

hosting his visit. Helma recalled 

that they all went to the summit of 

Mt. Wellington and Nishi flew the 

kite, making it dive and climb with 

ease. Helma said Kent and she 

tried to fly the kite but found it 

very fast and difficult. Almost giving up, it was when Nishi said to Kent, “ Kent, let it just 

fly free, let it soar” that the kite 

yielded to Kent’s control and flew. 

 

 

As you can see from the images the 

kite is now in a delicate state of pres-

ervation and no attempt will be made 

to restore or fly it. If anyone is inter-

ested in a more detailed plan of the 

kite please contact me. 

 

Malcolm Dick 
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Devonport Kite Festival 

13-14 February 2010 

 

The weekend began with a fly on Saturday afternoon at Meercroft Park.  It was a chance to 

catch up with people and air out the kites.  We all then moved over to Malcolm and Aukje’s 

place at East Devonport for a BBQ and very relaxed evening.   

 

Rodger showed us his talents of flying 

fighter kites in people’s backyards.  It 

caused great interest and group participation 

until the kite was out of sight.  As Rodger 

puts it—he donated two kites to families in 

the neighbourhood.  They just had to climb 

onto their roofs to claim them. 

 

 

Coolum Buddies 

Yes, we can do it 

Diane Geer and Carol Gurney 

Donna, Avril, Aukje and Malcolm 
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After having had good weather all week prior to the festival it was disappointing—from a 

kiting point of view—that we had rain on the Sunday morning of the festival.  It did not 

dampen our enthusiasm though.  We went prepared with kites and by 11.00 there was Alan 

Bayley’s kites flying high.  It didn’t take long before everyone had kites in the sky.  Graham 

and Dean were keen to show off their new kites.  At times we lacked wind, and it was diffi-

cult to put up a good display, but we did try.   

 

Carol Gurney entered the Rotary Teddy Bear drop, laughingly wondering what she would 

do if actually she won.  Her carefully chosen teddy bear fearlessly parachuted down from 

the helicopter to land closest to the spot marked X.  Don’t know if it was Carol or Graham 

who was most surprised when Carol’s name was read over the loud speaker.  Carol won a 

beautiful 1.8m teddy bear, which last time we saw was carefully being strapped into the 

back seat of their car.   

 

At the end of the day, and with threatening clouds overhead, we packed up just in time to 

beat the rain.  Regardless of the weather, we had a good festival and enjoyed the day and the 

company. 

 

 

The new member to the Gurney family 

Malcolm with one of Kent’s kites 

Robert Brasington kites 
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Bay of Fires Retreat- Tasmania  

(Also known as Kite Flying on the Edge of the World) 

 By Robert Brasington 

  

Each February in the height of the Tasmanian summer, kite flyers from around the 

state, and from around Australia and sometimes , if we are lucky, from around the world 

descend onto this small chunk of land to follow their passion of flying kites.  Kite flying 

on the Edge of the World may sound rather melodramatic but at times, with the island 

stuck in the middle of the Roaring 40’s, it certainly feels like it. This year’s Saturday was 

certainly no exception with the wind blowing so hard I am convinced it blew the knots 

out of my flying lines. Looking south into the 35 Knot blow one could not forget the next 

landfall was Antarctica. 

 

 However all the Intrepids had come so far to fly kites, most thought  the only thing to 

do was....Fly Kites!... and that is what we did.  Small at first and then slightly larger 

kites took to the sky as some were heard to say” It’s really not THAT bad”. But being a 

local, I knew there would be tears before bedtime and after some varying mishaps retreat 

was seen as a more appropriate form of valour. 

 

The rest of the day light hours were spent with Scott Skinner and his Washi paper work-

shop in the relatively safe haven of a local garden. Rokkaku and Sode were the order of 

the day.  After the ardour of the workshop everybody retired to the gentility of an Aussie 

Barbi.  That entails lots of beers, wine and slabs of red 

stuff thrown onto the BBQ. 

 The weather forecast for the next day were for winds 

to be out of the south again, but not so urgent.  Ten 

o’clock on the Sunday morning saw most of us up and 

around, on the beach. The wind was blowing hard and 

I was heard to say “It’s really not THAT bad” and to 

back up my statement put up some deltas to test the 

wind. It really wasn’t that bad and by 11 o’clock the 

beach was a frantic scramble to get as many kites in 

the sky as possible. The winds dropped out to 10 

Knots and I was not the only one to run out of kites 

to launch and flying line. By midday the sky was full 

of single line, dual line, quad line, inflatable line laun-

dry and bols. What a sight. 

 

 The best part of this little fly is that we fly for our-

selves. It is the only event on the Kite Flyers of Tas-

mania’s calendar where we are not flying for the pub-

lic. The east coast of the island is a very special place 

with aqua blue seas and white, white sands.  That is 

why people keep coming back to this far flung area of 

the planet, to relax and fly kites with kindred spirits. 
 

Don Sutherland kites 
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Di Della Paoli’ beautiful banners 

The lads trying to act seriously 

Scott Skinner’s Geopointers 

Workshop and alcohol….hmm 

Aerial view of Scamander beach 
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Explorations with paper and bamboo 
 
I continue to be fascinated with the potential of using paper and bamboo for the con-
struction of small kites. Exploring new possibilities I came across this technique in an edi-
tion of “Kitelines”. 
I have made several kites by tearing paper into a free form shape and then gluing very 
thin strips of bamboo on both sides the paper to give the form strength and a degree of 
rigidity. Once I made the component pieces of the kite, I glued them to a spine, bridled 
the kite and added a tail. You can see the result was very pleasing and of course to qualify 
as a kite, they fly! 
Don’t forget , most of the Kiteline magazines are for loan from the club’s extensive li-
brary. Contact Avril who can arrange  loans. 

Good winds 
Malcolm Dick 

 

  

Malcolm’s kite in flight. 

Malcolm’s paper and bamboo kite forms 
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The Additional benefits of Kite Flying 

 

What a great time we had this season with the Binalong Bay and Devonport Festivals.  I’m 

sure someone will have written a run down on the kites and kite flying, but I would like to 

mention the kite flyers themselves.   

 

I can’t start this without mentioning the two very much loved absentees.  Both Dot and 

Flocky were greatly missed this season.  We all wish Flocky a full and speedy recovery and 

know we will see him back on the field just as soon as he can.  It goes without saying that 

we will all miss Dot flying her Nipper Extreme with its long flowing tails.   

 

We had the chance to meet Scott Skinner and his lovely wife Sherry and friend Sheila all out 

from the US for a visit.  Scott was kind enough to run a workshop on the Saturday night at 

Robert and Tracey Brasington’s and generously handed out kite kits as well as the knowl-

edge to assemble them.  I think the ladies were having trouble coming to terms with seeing 

cute, cuddly kangaroo and wallaby at the Taronga Zoo one day then eating them at a BBQ a 

few days later.  I am sure David and Ant had a great time flying revs in formation with Scott 

at Scamander on the Sunday. 

 

First time visitor to our state was Dean, seemed to enjoy the kite flying.  His friend Kieran 

couldn’t get used to grown people all out spending so much time flying kites, but maybe he 

will come around to it and become addicted like the rest of us.  Along with his photos and 

new kites, Dean took home an unusual souvenir of our friendly Isle.  Dean was bitten on the 

leg by a Tasmanian Devil—the only live person I know of this to happen to.  But he’ll be 

fine.  He may just have unexplained yearnings to return to Tasmania every now and then. 

 

Talking of souvenirs, what about the 1.8m teddy bear Carol and Graham Gurney had sharing 

the car and cabin with them on their return trip.  Still waiting to hear if he/she has a name yet 

and how it looks propped up on the double bed.  As always great to spend time with Graham 

and Carol and it is just possible they may be back at the end of the year. 

 

Alan and Donna Bailey returned for their second trip to our festivals and Alan as usual 

worked hard to put his big kites in the air.  Donna’s lady birds and spider added to our’s in-

creased the ground display, but unfortunately there was lit-

tle wind at Devonport to show them off. 

 

We spent time with Alan and Donna, and Graham and 

Carol whilst they were up this end of the island, and hope 

to see them all back again. 

 

How could we forget to mention the lady with the most 

beautiful banners ever—Di Della Paoli.  It was great to see 

her, laugh with her and enjoy her wonderful banners.   

 

I apologise to those that I have failed to mention.  So 

thanks to all our kite flying friends for a great couple of 

weeks. 
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 2010 Workshop at Camp Clayton 

Ulverstone 
 

The KFT project this year is a diamond kite which can be flown individually or added to 

other kites made on the day, to make a kite train at club events.  It has been decided to have 

a base colour of red, and individuals can add their own designs or patterns to their kite/s.  

You can make one kite or multiple kites. 

 

The kite club will provide : 

 Base colour ripstop material 

Kits for the hardware can be purchased at a cost of $5 each 

The kits include diahedral, spars, and pocket tape. 

Templates for the kite will be provided—size is 600mm x 600mm. 

 

 

You need to bring: 

Your ideas 

Sewing machines, scissors, cottons, etc 

Scrap coloured ripstop material if you are doing appliqué  

Line to fly your individual kite 

 

As usual Camp Clayton will provide morning and afternoon teas, breakfast, lunch and din-

ner depending on the time of your attendance at the workshop.   From previous years, we 

have decided that the food and company make the weekend well worth the effort—making 

kites is a bonus and if we get to fly our kites—that’s even better.  If you are staying over-

night you will need to bring your own linen.  Come along and join us.  Just make sure you 

have your registration form completed and 

back by the 13th May. 

 

 

The Annual General Meeting will be held 

on Saturday evening at 7.00pm at the Park 

Down  Lodge. 

 

Red Kite is a voluntary 

organisation that raises 

funds for children with 

Cancer. 

 

Maybe we can fly our 

kites and promote this 

worthy cause. 
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2010 Workshop/AGM Registration Form 

 
Forward to:  Avril Flewellen, 40 Water Street, Ulverstone Tas. 7315  or 

Email:  flewellena@gmail.com 

By Tuesday 13th May 

 

Participant/s…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

  Thank you, but I shall not be attending the weekend. 

  I confirm that I will be attending the workshop/AGM during the following times and at the 

following costs. 

 

All weekend—Accommodation and Meals  $82.50 x …… =  ………. 

 

Day Visitor—Saturday 29th May 

   > 4 hours    $ 8.80  x …… = ………. 

   < 4 hours    $ 4.40  x …… = ………. 

   Lunch     $13.20 x ……. = ………. 

   Dinner    $17.60 x ……. = ………. 

Day Visitor—Sunday 30th May 

   > 4 hours    $ 8.80 x ……. = ………. 

   Lunch     $13.20 x ……. = ………. 

 

Number of Kite kits     $5.00  x ……. = ……….. 

 

# Less member subsidy (Single $25.00/Family $30)   =         [$25/30] 

 

   Balance Due      = ……………...  

 

Special dietary arrangements……………………………………………………………………… 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Do not pay on registration.  An account shall be prepared based on your 

registration and presented to you as you arrive.  Some members may like to take the opportunity to 

renew their membership at the Workshop/AGM weekend. 

———————————————————————————————————————— 

AGM: Proxy, Nominations and Issues 

 

I ……………………………………...being a member of Kite Flyers of Tasmania Inc. do pass on 

my apologies to the AGM that I will not be attending the meeting and wish to give my voting proxy 

to …………………………………...being a member who is eligible to vote. 

 

[signed] ……………………………………[date]…………………………………………………. 

I would like to nominate the following people to the following vacant positions: 

[President, Vice-President, Secretary, Public Officer, Treasurer] 

 

[Nominee]……………………………………[Position]…………………………………………… 

 

[Nominee] ……………………………………[Position]………………………………………….. 

 

I would like the club to discuss the following issues at the meeting: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Proxy votes or postal votes can be submitted by email to Malcolm Dick, Secretary :  

ulverstone@stallards.com.au 


