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Franzen Drachen Courtesy Wolfram Wannich
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President :
Robert Brasington
groundzerokites@tassie.net.au

FLY DAYS

Vice President:
Ian Flewellen

1st Sunday of the month
Queen’s Domain – Hobart
12 pm onwards
Rodger Willows 0427 278 640

Secretary/Publicity Officer:
Malcolm Dick
P.O. Box 615
Devonport 7310
ulverstone@stallards.com.au

2nd Sunday of the month
Meercroft Park – Devonport
2 pm onwards
Malcolm Dick 0419 615 648

Treasurer:
David Geer
P.O. Box 22
Rosny Park 7018
dave.geer@bigpond.com
Committee:
Rodger Willows
Chris Thomas
Flocky Bock
Avril Flewellen
Life Members:
Helma Stevenson
Kent Stevenson
David Chandler
Membership Fees:
Single
Family

$20
$25

Web Address: http://www.taskite.org.au
Editor:

Avril Flewellen
flewellen@tasmail.com

3rd Sunday of the month
Binalong Bay Beach – St Helens
10 am onwards
Robert Brasington 6376 1667
4th Sunday of the month
Ulverstone
Cancelled until new location found
Ian Flewellen 6425 2242
EDITORS NOTES
Welcome to the latest issue of Taskite. In this issue
we have reports from Malcolm Dick and Barbara
Collins on the Inaugral Hobart festival, Binalong Bay
Retreat and the Devonport Festival. This issue also
contains reports from Wolfram Wannich and David
Barratt’s Report from Bali.
Coming up is the Maria Island Fly Day 8th April and
the Workshop/AGM on June 17/18.
If you have a report or article, please send it to me—I
will be pleased to received it.
Avril Flewellen

We have several new members to the club and some have re-registered who we would
like to make welcome and we ask current members to look out for them on the flying field.
David Barratt (L’ton); Gavin Boyd (Burnie); Colin, Rose-Marie, Daniel and Liam King
(Hadspen); Graeme Poole (SA); Graham and Lorraine Tappenden (Bundaberg); John
Campbell (Latrobe); Geoff Iliff (Rosebery). Raffle winners also received a membership,
so congratulations to Mark Pauchet (Copping); Christopher Talbot (Cuprona) and Roberta
Johnson (Port Sorell).
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MARIA ISLAND FLY
8th April 2006

Up and coming events:
30th March-2nd April
9th Adelaide Kite Festival
Semaphore Beach, S.A.
7-8th April
Maria Island Fly Day
Contact: Robert Brasington
6376 1667
1717-18 June
Workshop Weekend and AGM
Camp Clayton, Ulverstone

Contact: Avril Flewellen
64252242

We have been invited to fly at Maria Island as part of
the Mapping Maria Celebrations—400 year history of
European exploration and mapping of Australia.
Accommodation can be provided in the original penitentiary—could bring back a few memories for some
or provide an interesting experience for others! You
will need your own bedding, food, cooking facilities.
Water is supplied. BBQ huts and toilets are available.
There are no shops on the island.
The ferry is free for Kite Flyers. To get your free
ferry passes email Jenny Kennedy on :
kennedia@tassie.net.au
See you there!

Annual General Meeting and Weekend Workshop
17-18th June 2006
Due to the success of our last workshop at Camp Clayton, Ulverstone, it has been decided to
go back for another visit.
Time:
Accommodation:
Cost:
Theme:

Morning Saturday 17th until 4.00pm Sunday 18th
Eight rooms. One double bed and 2 bunks in each room. You will
need to bring your own bedding.
$60.50 per person includes all meals, morning and afternoon tea.
The club will again provide a rebate of $25.00 for family members
and $20 for single members.
For those who would like to make a Peter Schmidts Firebird, the
plan can be downloaded from http://www.schmidts-pit.de/bauplan/
feuervogel. Graham Gurney demonstrates his sewing skills and
completed his bird displayed below, in about 5 hours. If you don’t
want to make a Firebird come along and work on your own project
and enjoy the company.

Kite buyer turned kite maker!
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Aeronautical Observatories
Lindenberg and the others
In the end of the 19th century was the beginning of the period of the “Classical Aerology”.
The meteorologists were very busy to observe not only the condition and changes of the
air-strata near the earth for a good weather forecast but also they evolved kites and
balloons to send the measurements in higher air-strata to gauge the temperatures, the
wind-speed and the atmospheric pressure. The so-called “Altitude Meteorology” – the term
“Aerology” was introduced in 1906 by Wladimir Köppen – director of the German Naval Observatory – in Hamburg.
The “Aerology” was at first possible with the kites of William S. Eddy and especially with the
kites of Lawrence Hargrave, but it also encouraged the development of new more efficient
kites.
The period of “Classical Aerology” so it was called in the “Handbook of Aerology” that was
published in 1961, therefore started with the kites of William S. Eddy and Lawrence
Hargrave.
Independent of each other Lawrence Hargrave (Observatory of Sydney) and William S.
Eddy (Blue Hill Observatory in Boston) they were very busy with kites that could bring
payload in great altitude. In 1894 a train of 5 Eddy kites took a thermograph to an altitude
of 435 m. But the Eddy Kite was not very long the privilege kite of the meteorologists.
In 1893 the Hargrave Kite was introduced in Sydney the first time and in 1895 it had the
first use in Blue Hill Observatory for the transport of a measurement for temperature and
atmospheric pressure.
Now, the meteorological kites are a very great field and there were a lot of observatories
round the world. Beside the observatories of Sydney and Blue Hill there were Mount
Weather (Washington, USA), Trappes (Versailles, France), Grossborstel (Hamburg, Germany), Friedrichshafen
(Germany), St. Petersburg, Ekaterinenburg and Kutschinow
(Russia) and some more in UK and the Netherlands. Till the end of World War I there were
many observatories that used the kites to take the measurements in great altitude.
But some of the institutes worked much longer with the kites, most intensive and successful
“Lindenberg” near Berlin (Germany). Here it was Rudolf Grund and Hermann Schreck,
which built the most important kites of Lindenberg.
The “Schirmdrachen” (S-Drachen / Hermann Schreck) and the “Regulierdrachen” (RDrachen / Rudolf Grund).
The R-Drachen has a mechanism with springs between the two cells that makes that the
front cell goes up when the wind is low and goes down when the wind is strong. So it pulls
nearly with the same force when it is Beaufort 2 or Beaufort 10.
A train with 5 S-Drachen reached the 1st of August in 1919 the altitude of 9740 m and this
world record exists till today.
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Now the event:

100 Years Lindenberg
Royal Prussian Aeronautical Observatory
14th to 16th October 2005
We arrived a small country inn at Herzberg near Lindenberg after 680 km stop and go
crossing Germany from the West to the East in the evening of the 14th of October.
Here we met kite friends from round the world. Scott Skinner, Ali Fujino
(Drachenfoundation). Meg Albers and Ben Ruhe (all USA), Paul Chapman (UK), Jan de Simpelaere (Belgium), Frits Sauvé (Netherlands) and last not least Peter Lynn (NZ).
In the morning of the 15th of October we went on our pilgrimage to Lindenberg and saw
the house, Rudolf Grund was born, an old kite- and balloon-hall and an old dilapidated
winch-house.

House Rudolf Grund born

Old kite and Balloon Hall

Old Winch House

Half an hour later we arrived the observatory of Lindenberg. Today you can find a great
establishment of the “German Weather Service” and a great very good renovated kite- and
balloon-hall with many old kites and old measurements for temperature, atmospheric pressure and wind-speed. The great old winch-house (very good restored) was the background
of some of our reproductions of the old weather kites. And we had the possibility to show
all our kites on a great area beneath the balloon-hall. All people which came to this event
(Day of Open Door) had too see nearly 50 kite-builders with their wonderful kites and they
were very astonished to hear that some of the kite-builders came from round the world.

Observatory Lindenberg
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Lamson Aerocruve

Measurement Instrument (Marvin)

Wind-measurement instrument

We had wonderful weather – sun and blue sky – but unfortunately no wind.
The evening we spend in our small country inn and some of our German and Netherlands
kite friends played in amazing sketches the time 100 years ago in the different observatories round the world.
It was in the early hours of the 16th of October we went to bed.
After breakfast we leaved Lindenberg and we hope that we will come back to the next “Day
of Open Door” in 2006.
Wolfram Wannrich
German Kite Flyer and Kite Builder
Official Member of the Kite Flyers of Tasmania

Lindenberger X-Drachen

Winch-House with Hamberger
Diamantdrachen—Hildegard
And Wolfram
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Lamson Aerocruve

Hargrave Kite—built 4 years ago by a 79 year old

Regulierdrachen

Schirmdrachen

Regulierdrachen
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A short story of a trip to Bali
By David Barratt
Just before Xmas 2005 , in fact about five weeks before the last Bali bombing my wife and I were in
Bali for a month, this is an annual event.
This is the kite flying time as there are light but steady winds. It is nothing to look up and see 14 to
20 kites of different patterns. Some of these kites are very large and take a number of people to carry
them to where they can be launched. Nearly all the kites have hummers which can be heard even if
the kite is a very long way up. Many of the larger kites fly on 5 to 10 mm. rope wound on large
winches fixed to the ground. Many kites are up with aircraft if it were here in Australia—we would
be in trouble. Most of these kites are put up in the morning and not taken down till dark.
When I travel I take a frame-less quad as this is light and packs down to a small size. These are also
easy to fly on a beach without causing too much trouble. One day I was flying on a beach at Liper, a
small village on the far eastern end of Bali, in a moderate wind, being towed down the beach, when I
looked around to find about 20 staff of one of the luxury hotels laughing and having a great time at
the expense of the orung putti on the beach. It was their turn to look at a tourist and get pleasure
instead of the other way around.
After we left Lipa we drove up to Ubud. For those who don't know Bali Ubud is a town in the
middle of Bali and known for painting and to a lesser extent wood carving. We were driving up a
back road that I have not been on before and it was getting time for morning coffee, so I was looking
out for a place to stop and get some. When I saw a stop I parked ordered 2 Bali coffees and sat down.
Looking over the road I saw a couple of bird kites hanging in a tree beside the entrance to a Balinese
house. After we finished our coffee we went over the road to have a look at the kites, a young man
came out and asked if we would like to come in and have a look at the other kites they had. What we
saw inside was out of this world. There must have been about 500 or more kites and more being
made. There were Balinese dragon, Chinese dragons, birds, butterflies, insects of different types and
each design came in sizes from 400 mm across the wings to 3 or 4 metres. There were at least 10
people making these kites or packing them up to fill a container to send to Germany, who I gather
from the owner is a big buyer of their kites and also the German design kites and these people make
them.
We bought several to bring back to our grand children which was a great success, imagine a sky full
of dragons of different sizes.
See you in the sky.
David Barratt.
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Secretary’s report

Hobart Kite Festival
Sunday January 8th.
You could not have asked for better weather on the day! The weeks leading up to the Hobart
Kite festival had been pretty ordinary, grey skies, rain , and even “the strongest in a century”
gale force winds had been recorded on top of Mt. Wellington.
As the big day approached the weather forecast for the weekend was sounding better and better.
We hoped the weather would turn out ok for the first Hobart Kite Festival . Saturday evening
was really the start of the festival for many of us. Rodger hosted a BBQ at his South Hobart
home. Outdoors, under a clear starry sky, good company, many reds, and sizzling food made for a
very enjoyable evening. Thanks Rodger for the great hospitality.
After breakfast we headed for the Domain and erected the gazebo , & club banner ready for the
day. At this stage the sky was blue and the wind almost non existent. By 11 am we were beginning to worry that the Rotary Club had forgotten they had organised a kite festival. We were the
only people there apart from a few curious onlookers and a group of skydivers who were preparing to land on the kite flying field. At 11.30 Rotary and the Lions club food stall arrived and in
minutes they were up and running. Very efficient work. The skydivers were happy to relocate
their landing spot closer to the cenotaph and as if on cue the wind began to pick up strength.
By 1pm it was all happening, the food stalls were doing roaring business, kites were beginning to
fill up the sky, David Chandlers big kites were up and bearing their flag, and the KFT stall was
buzzing as we sold sled kites flat out to excited children.
The rest of the day brought back memories of what the old festivals on the Domain were like.
Lots of kites and people having a great time. We sold out of kites by a little after 3pm. The wind
by this time was blowing very strong but didn’t worry the hundreds of people still flying. Every
one was tired but very happy with how the day had turned out. The Rotarians seemed delighted
with the day and their first experience of a kite festival so lets hope they continue to grow the
festival in years to come.
Thank you Rodger for the background work and liaison with the Rotary Club. Your efforts in
bringing a festival back to the Domain are truly appreciated and we all
thank you for your hard work.
Thank you all members who attended,
manned the stall and sold kites / raffle
tickets, flew kites (or did both) I hope
you all had a happy time. I know I did
and I can’t wait for the 2007 Hobart
Kite Festival.
Malcolm

Elizabeth Ja
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Inaugural Hobart Kite Festival
Sunday January 8th

The weekend of the 7th-8th January 2006 proved to be a very enjoyable weekend. Hobart was
bathed in wonderful summer sun for the most part, and Rodger's super-efficient fire-pot was
superfluous to the occasion of the Saturday night barbeque get-together. This was a delightful
occasion, a chance to catch up, eat and be merry, just in case we hadn't had enough of the "be
merry" part over Christmas, thank you Rodger. Sunday dawned with a slight breeze and sun and
cloud. We started slowly with merely a few interested onlookers, due in part to the many different activities being held over the weekend. This was probably a good thing as we also had
tandem sky-jumpers landing on the field. Robert's spinners created a colourful focal point, as
did Flocky's wind machines and Avril's "amazing" (as one young fellow commented) lady bug's.
Dot and Malcolm were absolutely stand-out in their wonderful clown costumes, how fortunate
the club is to have two characters who really create some interest and look great, thanks guys.
Kent and Helma arrived to join us and it was good to see them. Around lunch time the wind
picked up and the crowd started to appear, the club sleds were disappearing at a fast rate and
the sky was filled with a jumble of shapes, colours and sizes. Someone saw a "Bali Bird" actually
airborne, and there were ships, planes, a giant Teddy Bear and Batman all included. The rescue
helicopter created a short diversion, and the sled kites kept on selling, keeping Tracey and
David on their toes. Over all it was a very successful kiting event, thanks to everyone involved.
Barb Collins

Strawberry ice-cream is Rodger’s favorite

Editors note: I had two reports on this festival and was so appreciative of the contribution and the content, that I put
them both in. Thank you Malcolm and Barb.
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David Chandler

Robert and Tracey Brasington

Izzy and Sarah
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Binalong Bay Retreat—
Retreat—1717-18 February 2006

Jackson Willows

Lorraine Tappenden, Rosemary and Rae McCully

Hildegarde and Wolfram
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Carol Gurney

Kevin Collins
A True Kite
Flyer’s Hat!

Wolfram Wannich

Geoff Iliff and Graham Tappenden

The sun shone, the wind blew, the company was good and we all had kites to bring out and put on a
fantastic display on Taylors Beach, Binalong Bay. We were pleased to be joined by Ray and Rosemary McCully from New Zealand, and Graham and Lorraine Tappenden from Bundaberg. Graham
Gurney was enthusiastically encouraged to show off his new Firebird he had been making during
the past week—we are always keen to see a new kite! Wolfram and Hildegarde eventually found
us at Taylors after “no bloody kites” at Binalong Beach! Chris Thomas put up his new Hargrave
and Wolfram showed us the rolaplan . We enjoyed hospitality and a BBQ with Robert and Tracey
Brasington—thank you for putting up with us and providing a great venue. It was a great opportunity to get together with regular KFT flyers, meeting new kite members and putting faces to names
of members we had only heard of, all this while enjoying a relaxed atmosphere.
Avril Flewellen
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Devonport Festival—25/26 February
Ian Flewellen
What lucky people kite fliers are. We on the North West Coast woke up to a drizzly Saturday morning. The
day looked like it could go either way weather wise, but didn’t hold much promise. Whilst we were making
mental plans about what we could do with our interstate and international visitors that were joining us today
for a casual fly in the afternoon and BBQ at night, the day decided to get its act together and turned on a beautiful afternoon albeit slightly short of perfect breeze.
We were met at Devonport by Dot, Malcolm, Flocky, Wolfram and Hildegarde (Germany), Robert and Tracey,
Graham and Lorraine Tappenden (Qld), Ray and Rosemary McCully(NZ), Graham and Carol Gurney (NSW),
David Geer, Rodger, and Greta brought Ken - the latest newspaper celebrity over, so we were in good company. Not to be outdone by Ken, Dot secured herself a spot in the Sunday’s paper with her warrior edo. I must
say that with these two photos/articles and one that followed on Monday, the media helped us raise the profile
of kite flying again.
As mentioned earlier, the breeze was not quite strong enough to hold the larger kites up. They would fly for a
while , then just float back down to rest on the grass for while. But kite flyers, being the adaptable people they
are managed to have a good time anyway. It was good to find out where our visitors had been and what they
had done in the week since we left them at Binalong Bay. Then at pack up time “Murphy’s Law” kicked in
and up came the wind. David Geer took the buggy out and had a great time after we had left—is that antisocial or just opportunistic!
--------Avril and I would like to thank you all for turning up and joining in to make a very pleasant and fun evening.
Good company makes for a great time no matter where you are. The club mentality held up with people bringing up items they had offered to ‘give’ to another member and ‘absentmindedly’ placing these items on the
Auction Table instead of giving them directly to the promised recipient. Sorry Graham and Lorraine!
A note of thanks here to Noel Shaw of Shoalhaven for donating a lovely spinner to an auction and event he
couldn’t attend. A highlight of the evening was watching a certain NSW member step right out of his comfort
zone and bid bravely for a sealed up mystery item. A move that was rewarded with the hesitant unveiling of a
beautiful blue star kite with flowing gossamer tail, which is sure to get many an envious comment as it flys
over the beaches of New South Wales.
Spirited yet playful bidding was fostered and often boosted by the able talents of auctioneers Malcolm and
David—thanks guys. I think everyone picked up a bargain or two. Thank you to members who generously
gave and purchased, you have helped raise a substantial amount for club funds, and we can only hope you had
as much fun being part of it as we did.
-------Sunday the Festival at Devonport proved to be a great success. Winds were kind to us—giving us the opportunity to fly everything we had from light winds to strong winds.
Devonport Rotary does a Helicopter Teddy Bear drop about lunch
time, which suited us fine—because there was virtually no wind
and we were having trouble keeping anything but fighter kites in
the sky. The afternoon was more consistent and the sky was filled
with lots of little sled kites, butterflies and octopuses children had
bought from the stalls.
It was another successful Devonport Kite
Day.
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Those bugs just keep multiplying

Hmm…...
Ken and Carol
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And Where’s Kent been all this time?
Apparently while we have all been
busy out flying kites at festivals and
entertaining visitors to our island,
Kent has been in training for the
Commonwealth Baton Relay. Up till
now, Kent does not know who nominated him, but in true Kent style, he
could not resist the challenge. I wonder if Kent added a tail to the baton—
if it could actually fly? We will have
to watch out at the Domain.
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