Issue 30, Winter 2003

Quarterly Newsletter of KITE FLYERS of TASMANIA

Rob Brasington’s “Lads” at Fano
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WHO’
WHO’S WHO?

FLY DAYS

President
Robert Brasington
groundzerokites@tassie.net.au
Vice President
Flocky Bock
Secretary/Public Officer
Malcolm Dick
PO Box 615
Devonport
7310
devonport@stallards.com.au

1st Sunday of the month
Queen’s Domain – Hobart
12pm onwards
Rodger Willows 0427 278 640
2nd Sunday of the month
Meercroft Park – Devonport
2pm onwards
Dot Priestly 6424 4803
3rd Sunday of the month
Binalong Bay Beach – St Helens
10am onwards
Robert Brasington 6376 1667

EDITOR’S CORNER

Treasurer
David Geer
PO Box 22
Rosny Park 7018
dgeer@mrt.tas.gov.au
Committee
Lynden Dorrington
Avril Flewellen
Rodger Willows
Chris Thomas

Inside you’ll find reports from Rob
Brasington’s visits to several overseas
festivals plus a report from Linda Sanders,
of the AKS, on a recent trip to China. Both
contributors included many more
magnificent images than I could squeeze
in… more to come in future issues.
A closing call for contributions to the next
issue… I can be contacted at:

Life Members
Helma Stevenson
Kent Stevenson
David Chandler

813 Sandy Bay Rd
Sandy Bay
7005
pbaynes@iprimus.com.au

Membership Fees
Single
Family

First my apologies for the delay in getting
this “winter” edition of Taskite to you.

$20
$25

Please forward to The Treasurer

6225 0291

TASKITE Issue 30
CLUB LIBRARY

3
MEMBERSHIP FEES
At the recent AGM a proposal recommending
that membership of the club be annualised
and all membership fees become due on the
1st. July each year was approved. The
rationale being that annualisation of fees
would:

The club has a number of resources that you may
find interesting and helpful.
There are back issues of the magazines from the
Australian Kite Association and the Australian Kite
Society. These contain many interesting photos
articles and kite plans.
Since these magazines were put together as a set in
two folders, they have continuously circulated
amongst members.

To place a hold on them, all you need to do is
contact Secretary Malcolm 64278590 (home) and
you will be put on the request list .

Recently there have been added to the library a copy
of the A.K.A CD-ROM which contains all the early
newsletters of that Association. There is lots of
interesting kite information to be found here. Also
available is a CD-ROM with 4 issues of the Drachen
Foundation Journals . There is a wealth of
information on this CD .

Kite magazines are hard to come by, but if you
would like to borrow issues of KITE PASSION
these are available for loan. There are all the issues
except the first issue. If any one has a copy of the
first issue and would like to add it to the collection ,
please contact Malcolm.

If you have any kite books or kite magazines that
you have no further use for, please pass them on
to the Secretary so that these can be added to the
library and put into circulation.

•Streamline administration of the club
•All members would be financial for the
festival season and the following A.G.M.
•All members would be financial at the time
of Insurance renewal
The proposal document also recommended:
•Transitional arrangements to enable the
phasing in of annualised fees, and;
•The fee for joining the club be the 'full
prescribed fee' during the period 1 Jul 31Dec and 50% of the 'full prescribed fee'
during the period 1 Jan - 30 June in any year
Fee reminder notices will be sent to all
members in accordance with the above.

Hip, Hip, Hooray… ! ! !
Congratulations go to
David Chandler on the recent
celebration of his 80th birthday.

FESTIVAL OF THE WINDS
If any members are interested in attending the 25th Festival of the Winds in Sydney, 12 – 14th
September. Malcolm or I have registration forms available.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
Hello everyone and welcome to the winter edition of Taskite. Peter our editor has again done a great job of getting
the issue compiled and David Geer has efficiently printed and stapled the finished newsletter. Thanks to the
contributors for their contributions. It is a team effort to get the newsletter out to you .
Thank you everyone who attended the A.G.M. at Campbelltown in May. Minutes of the meeting are enclosed with
this issue of Taskite. Those at the meeting voted to change the membership renewal date and our hard working
treasurer David outlines the rational and changes in his article . Please read it . Apologies to all who could not
attend the AGM as your dumb secretary went and booked the room months ahead and didn't even consider that it
fell on mothers day. Sorry, it won't happen again.
Congratulations go out to our new President- Robert Brasington. We are privileged to have Robert accept this
position and I feel sure that Robert will bring a fresh change to the club. He is an internationally recognised kite
maker (some would say kite master) with considerable knowledge of the global kite scene. Also would you please
join me in thanking our Past President Rodger for his dedication to the club.
Thanks also go to Chris, Avril and Linden for accepting positions on the committee. With out you all the club
could not function.
Congratulations Tracey Brasington. Tracey will look stunning in her new Skylarks T-shirt when next you see her at
a kite festival. See her winning entry for the competition that appeared in last issue of Taskite.
Rodger Willows has volunteered to be our librarian. Rodger has a number of publications you may borrow
including kite magazines and CD-ROMs. Please contact Rodger (62 246 433 ) and place a hold on any of the items.
Remember those colourful, flapping birds that Carol and Graham Gurney flew in a train at Devonport and Binalong
Bay? Everyone was pretty impressed with them and following the publication of Hans Podlucky's plan in the
A.K.S. "Flying High" magazine, you too can make one. The club has some templates and plans for distribution to
members. Phone David Geer (62 602 634) if you are in the south or Avril Flewellen (64 252 242) if you are in the
north of the state. Avril reports her efforts at making the bird kites has been very successful, and would like all
members to have a go at making a bird so that we can fly them together as a train at the next kite festivals. I know
Linden has started to make a "flock". Robert can assist with ripstop nylon and fibreglass rod should you need any
supplies.
For those who have internet access, you can keep abreast of the international kite scene by logging onto
www.kitelife.com You will find plenty to keep you interested.
English Cody Kite enthusiast Jean Roberts, has been commissioned to compile a photo book on Cody and his kites.
Sponsored by the Drachen Foundation it should be interesting reading when completed. Jean Roberts had planned
to attend this years Devonport Kite Festival while she was out here in Tassie visiting her son who lives in Latrobe.
Jean has advised me that she still has plans to get here next year. Lets hope she comes armed with her new book
and maybe, just maybe, a genuine Cody kite.
And lastly, some thoughts about kites and mental therapy by Marten Bondestam from Helsinki (Finland)
"At every level of mental health people will feel better by kiting. Your thoughts are concentrated on the kite, not on
problems.
The kiting is an experience of reality, nature and not of abstracted fantasies. To make a kite and successfully fly it
gives a strong feeling of success.
The feeling of the high soaring kite is good for you. You feel you are up there above the landscape. It's a feeling of
achievement and freedom. The character of a kite can be beauty and joy. It is free from any connections to human
intrigues".
Way to go, Marten! We are with you on that one.
Cheers, and hope to fly with you soon.

Malcolm.
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Robert Brasington

Berck is the first of the big festivals in Europe and it brings out a lot of kite flyers suffering from
cabin fever. This year was no exception and the class and style of the western Europeans can be
seen in the following images. The event lasts for 2 weekends and the week in between and
usually can present a wide range of weather. This year we had from bright sunshine to snow and
all in between. This is the first time I have ever flown kite while it was snowing! The
hospitality of the French was absolutely first class and nothing was spared.
Berck is a seaside resort north of Paris and the traders of the town realise that event like the kite
festival bring in the crowd, 250,000 on the last Saturday and 300,000 on the last Sunday. For
this reason they fully support these events by way of finances as well as “in kind” from the many
restaurants and hotels. All this results in a wonderful 9 day event for the kite flyers. I am sure
there is a lesson here somewhere.

Above: Olivier Reymond raising the bar on
appliqué technique
Above Right: Marko Cassardio
inflatables
Below Right: Schweinman delta,
today's most copied kite
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Robert Brasington

Above: Jos Valke, Belgium
Left: Clever banners
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Robert Brasington

Daimon Kite Festival is an annual event and is predominantly, like most Japanese festivals, an
affair for the locals. However this year yours truly was lucky and very honoured to be invited,
with 11 other kite flyers from around the world.
Being an invited guest was exactly what it means. We were there as observers of the event
and after all the formal duties of school workshops, mayoral interactions and other formal
presentations we were really left to fly if we wanted to, or observe, or just let the sense of
occasion wash over us. Not so strangely when the kite bags arrived on the field, I have never
seen kite flyers move so quickly to get stuff in the sky. Lucky we had all of a Saturday to fly
our kites as Sunday was Fun Day for all local community groups who had built kites for the
occasion.
By the time Sunday arrived the guests were getting over the night before, and then had to
move smartly to get out of the way of the huge tyvek and bamboo kite made for the event by
the locals. It was reasonably obvious that these groups were not all that capable as kite makers
but the graphic were outstanding. It soon became reasonably obvious that these kite makers
were also not very capable kite flyers. When asked if they were kite makers, they replied they
were kite breakers, and all proceeded to laugh. In the light winds these monsters were
draggers up into the sky, the runners would run out of field, and then the kites would fall to the
ground. The ambulance was only called out twice to scape people off the field from under the
kites. With hundreds of kites to watch, I am very glad I was just a very humble observer.
The hospitality was just incredible with loads of traditional food and loads of the ol’ saki.
Nice, that one. On parting to travel home, everybody agreed it was without a doubt one of the
top festivals we had ever attended.
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Robert Brasington

Top: Robert Trepanier quad line
Above: Anke sauer
Left: Robert Trepanier matador
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Robert Brasington

There is no other kite event anywhere in the world like Fano. This years event was the 19th and
has grown from a couple of friends, Rainer Kregovski and Wolfgang Schimmelfenning,
looking for a nice quiet beach on which to fly and to sink a few cold ones. Now some 5000
kite flyers, predominately German, descend on the tiny island for the annual pilgrimage. Fano
is just over the German border on the Jutland peninsular in the westerly most parts of Denmark
on the North Sea.
The sun sets for only about 4 hours a day so flying goes on from about 8 am to about 11pm.
The sky is a mass of kites on a good day and trying to find the centre of where it is all
happening is difficult. When one thinks they are in the middle of it all, the centre then appears
to be another 500 meters down the beach. Kites seem to just disappear over the horizon.
Large displays are set up by the different kite groups from around Germany some specialising
in cell kites, some have soft kites and others bols so there is not only a large variety of flying
objects there is loads of it. Cameras are always at the ready, as photos must be taken when the
kites are flying. Going back in half an hour results in the object of desire being relaced with
something else. One has to be quick. Each year a famous historic kite is celebrated, and this
year the Cody war kite had it’s turn. Many replicas are made in modern and traditional
materials. Achim Kinter produced a kite made from the silk bought from the Cody Auction
(50 meters once owned by the great man) a number of years ago.
Each year the Seattle based Drachen Foundation sends a kite maker to teach the design and
construction workshop. This year yours truly was chosen, a great honour in many ways.
For more images may I recommend the following webs sites.
www.kitefliersmeetingfanoe.de/Thum1.html
www.fanoe-info.de/
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Above: Willie Koch’s Sode
Above Right: Willie Koch’s Zodiac Train
Right: Freddie’s Light Metal Man
Below: Peter Schmidt Bird
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Above: Pure simplicity
Right: Double Star
Below: Group fly following the workshop
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Linda Sanders (SA)

Ni hao! (Pronounced "knee how", meaning "hello!")
The world is a strange place, full of even stranger people. I've been there... and I'm one of them!
Right at the time when mass hysteria reigned over the S.A.R.S. threat, Kevin and I went to China.
I know, strange people visiting a strange (but beautiful) country. When our GP heard where we'd
been he asked, incredulously, "What were you doing in China!?!?!?"
Kevin replied, "Having fun!"
In detail, we'd decided late 2002 to join a group of kite lovers from the U.S.A., organised by
David Gomberg (American Kiteflyers Association President) on a pilgrimage-type tour in April
2003. We were promised 12 days on the ground, 2 kite festivals (including Weifang), all meals,
accommodation and travel within China, sightseeing at the well-known places, plus the chance to
meet with some really talented kite makers.
Weifang (pronounced "Way-fahng") was our main destination, as International Guests of the 20th
Weifang Kite Festival.
The Kite Festival began with a 2 km street parade, with our group right up front as V.I.P.'s - we
didn't need fancy face paint or a colourful float, we simply needed to wave, smile, and
occasionally shake hands and grin for photos. These people weren't looking for gimmicks - in
their eyes, we were "the rest of the world". They might never travel to far-off places to see for
themselves, so we became their education for a day. We didn't need words, their smiles conveyed
their thoughts.
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Linda Sanders (SA)

To fly a kite in Weifang for a kite flyer is a little like jumping into a bath full of chocolates
for a chocoholic! The ultimate goal. And quite a thrill, if you can manage to sidestep the
curious locals. Unlike Australia, where insurance companies will tell you where, when
and how big you can fly, Weifang wasn't the least bit interested in the likelihood of kite
accidents! Heck no. They happen anyway, but everyone just smiles and gets on with it!
Again, our core group of 14 provided the biggest attraction - either my own finger
jewellery, Kevin's blonde locks, or the American's interesting accents! Everyone wanted
to practise their English so badly... sigh... and students were let off from attending school
that day (a Monday) just so they could mingle and talk (non-stop!) with anyone who spoke
English.
It was a huge shock to discover that Kevin and I had earned a Gold Medal (as the
Australian delegation) for having flown in the category of "Prettiest Kites" during the
festival! Such pomp and ceremony, and all highly co-ordinated, is typically Chinese, but
we could get used to it, quite easily! Our trophy - a stunning etched-glass creation - now
resides on our China shelf along with our pair of Chinese Lions, and one Happy Buddha!

Leaving Weifang, we were meant to be feted in Qingdao (pronounced "Ching-dow") at
another kite festival. That's where things went wrong. Everything was cancelled late in
the afternoon, meaning, no festival, no hotel, no meals, nothing. Hmmm... Our Guide,
Shude, worked hard to find a replacement hotel (not difficult as all the tourists had
virtually scarpered!) plus a new 2-day itinerary. Included was a visit to a local beach,
famed for its rock formations, where production line wedding photography was in full
swing. Bridal couples apparently dress up and have their photo shoots BEFORE the
wedding day.... maybe it's to see if they LOOK compatible first, before making the final
commitment?!
If you can get over some initial hurdles, you're bound to see China for the fascinating place
it really is.
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KRAZY KONVERSATION KOMPETITION

Do you think I could be that
cool if I had a beard and a
pony tail?

In your dreams
Dave!

That Flocky sure
is a cool guy.

A fake German
accent might
help.

Mum says I’m
cool as I am…
so there!

The winning entry (above) was submitted by Tracey Brasington who was there helping
Flocky and claims to have heard the whole thing!!
Tracey was presented with her “small but perfectly formed” SkylarkS supporters T
shirt at the AGM.
Runner up was Don Sutherland with the following John:
Dave:
Peter:
Michelle:
Pickles:

Don who?
That Don Sutherland owes us his club renewal this month!
You know Don!… He moved over there!
Over there?… Where?… I can’t see him!
Over to bloody New Zealand you fools!

