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Kites over Binalong Bay
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WHO’
WHO’S WHO?

FLY DAYS
1st Sunday of the month
Queen’s Domain – Hobart
12pm onwards
Rodger Willows 0427 278 640

President
Rodger Willows
rodgerwillows@optusnet.com.au

2nd Sunday of the month
Meercroft Park – Devonport
2pm onwards
Dot Priestly 6424 4803

Vice President
Flocky Bock
Secretary/Public Officer
Malcolm Dick
PO Box 615
Devonport
7310
devonport@stallards.com.au

3rd Sunday of the month
Binalong Bay Beach – St Helens
10am onwards
Robert Brasington 6376 1667
1st Sunday of the month
Queen’s Domain – Hobart
12pm onwards
Rodger Willows 0427 278 640

Treasurer
David Geer
PO Box 22
Rosny Park 7018
dgeer@mrt.tas.gov.au
Committee

EDITOR’S CORNER
Ian Flewwellyn
Kevin Collings
Julia Sutherland
Robert Brasington

As you will have noticed from the last edition of
Taskite, Allan has put down his pen after a
successful stint as Editor of the Club’s Newsletter.
Not quite knowing what is ahead of me I’ve put my
hand up to take over the role from Allan.

Life Members
Helma Stevenson
Kent Stevenson
David Chandler

All contributions to the newsletter will be warmly
welcomed… as will comments and feedback. I can
be contacted at:
813 Sandy Bay Rd
Sandy Bay
7005

Membership Fees
Single
Family

pbaynes@iprimus.com.au

$20
$25

Please forward to The Treasurer

6225 0291

Peter
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NOTICE of AGM

G’day All,
That time again! Coming up to the completion of the
Club year and for me completion of my role as
president.
Firstly I’d like to say thankyou to all those who have
contributed to the club in so many ways, small and
large. Especially, thanks to Malcolm who has
contributed so much in his role as secretary.
Welcome and thanks to Peter Baynes who has taken
on the role of Taskite editor. Good luck on your
travels Allan and Genevieve, I hope that your trip to
Devonport wasn’t an indicator of the future.
Speaking of Devonport, Kites Over the Bluff was a
great success yet again, largely due to the hard work
and input of Michael Churcher. I understand that
the Binalong fly was a wonderful success with ideal
conditions. With that I shall sign off and hope to see
a fair number of you in Campbell Town in May.

Rodger

The Annual General Meeting of the Kite
Flyers of Tasmania Inc.
will be held on
Sunday May 11th.
The meeting will commence at 11.a.m.
in the Supper Room of the Campbell
Town Town Hall.
Elections will be held at the meeting for the
positions of :
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee members
Public Officer
Members are asked to be on time for the
meeting. The meeting will start promptly
at 11 a.m.
It is anticipated that we will have concluded
the meeting by 2 p.m.
During the meeting there will be a short
break for lunch. Please bring a cut lunch.
Tea and coffee making facilities will be
provided.
It is important that we have a good
attendance at the Annual General
Meeting. Please make that extra effort to
attend.
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CLUB LIBRARY

The club has a number of resources that you may
find interesting and helpful.
There are back issues of the magazines from the
Australian Kite Association and the Australian Kite
Society. These contain many interesting photos
articles and kite plans.
Since these magazines were put together as a set in
two folders, they have continuously circulated
amongst members.

To place a hold on them, all you need to do is
contact Secretary Malcolm 64278590 (home) and
you will be put on the request list .

Recently there have been added to the library a copy
of the A.K.A CD-ROM which contains all the early
newsletters of that Association. There is lots of
interesting kite information to be found here. Also
available is a CD-ROM with 4 issues of the Drachen
Foundation Journals . There is a wealth of
information on this CD .

Kite magazines are hard to come by, but if you
would like to borrow issues of KITE PASSION
these are available for loan. There are all the issues
except the first issue. If any one has a copy of the
first issue and would like to add it to the collection ,
please contact Malcolm.

If you have any kite books or kite magazines that
you have no further use for, please pass them on
to the Secretary so that these can be added to the
library and put into circulation.
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CLUB MEMBERS
Baldock Linda
Baynes Peter
Bock Flocky
Brasington Robert &Tracey
Brothers David and family
Chandler David
Chilcott Steven
Churcher Michael
Coates Brian and family
Collings Kevin and Barbara
Dick Malcolm
Dorrington Linden and family
Duhig Genevieve
Flewellen Ian and Avril
Geer David and family
Graham Lindsay
Gurney Carol and Graham
Jones Donald and Elizabeth
King-Smith John and Miranda
Licaro-Winchester Marisa and family
Linn Ken and Greta
Parish Allan
Priestley Dot
Stevenson Kent and Helma
Sutherland Don and Marina Loibl
Thomas Chris and family
Von Lichtan Izzy
Wannrich Wolfram and Hildegarde
Wellard Colleen
Wilby Gareth
Willows Rodger
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SECRETARY’
SECRETARY’S REPORT
Please join me in welcoming Peter Baynes as our new Taskite editor. Thank you Peter for being so prompt in
putting up your hand to take over the editorial desk. We wish you great success in your new position. Please
support Peter by sending him articles and photos . Being editor isn't the easiest of tasks and Peter will appreciate
your contributions. Peter's address is 813 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay 7005.
Congratulations also go out to every member of KFT who attended the Devonport Kite Festival and the Binalong
Weekend. These weekends rank as two of the most successful events that our club has been involved with. The
feedback from members indicates that the relaxed atmosphere, the gentle winds, and the camaraderie all
contributed to making these events so popular. This time we were joined by a largest contingent of mainland kite
flyers . From N.S.W. came two of our club members Graham and Carol Gurney, who were accompanied by another
Australian Kite Society member, Noel Shaw from Shoalhaven . Carol, Graham and Noel attended the Devonport
Festival, then enjoyed a week of Tassie touring before joining us at Binalong Bay. From Victoria, attending the
Devonport Festival were Jo and Ricky Baker, and Maggie Phillips. This was the second Devonport Festival they
have participated in and again they had a wonderful time. We look forward to seeing them at a future festival.
Thank you interstate kite flyers for coming to fly with us. It was great to meet and fly with you. We do appreciate
your interest and support of our club.
Devonport started with a relaxed Saturday afternoon fly at Meercroft park. The wind was perfect and as the
afternoon progressed more kites filled the sky and attracted many spectators. The fly also coincided with the worldwide Fly for Peace day so I am sure that photos taken at Devonport will appear on the Fly for Peace home page
soon. Information on Fly for Peace was brief before the Devonport event and it was Robert Brasington who
brought it to our attention on the actual day. I am sure if it becomes an annual event, like One Sky-One World, then
we will hear about it a lot sooner next time. The kite flying continued into the early evening while the BBQ was
fired up. The BBQ was a casual affair and was followed by the Kite Auction that once again raised a handy sum.
Thank you members who contributed items for the auction, and thank you successful bidders. Not only is the kite
auction fun, it is also an important fund raising event for the club.
Despite the gloomy weather forecast , Sunday dawned bright and clear and I am pleased to say there was no sign of
rain during the day. The festival commences at 11.am and while it was slow at first to attract participants, by 1 p.m.
it was in full swing. Winds were gentle and lightweight kites ruled the sky. However as the afternoon progress the
winds gradually picked up and by 4 p.m. the big stuff was flying.
There was a bit of a hiccup when the announcer turned up late and reported he was ill. No problem! After a quick
discussion with the Rotarians, Michael Churcher and I soon had that problem sorted out. We did it ourselves. Well
done Michael, seems you have a hidden talent.
The public turned up in droves and the afternoon sky was filled with kites. There was no doubt that this year's
festival had the most participants actually flying. Last year a huge crowd of spectators watched , but this year
everyone was up and flying. The sky was covered at times in a virtual cloud of kites. Everyone was relaxed and
smiling. I don't think I have seen so many kite-smiles in one place. It was the essence of the joy of kite flying.
Simple wonderful fun, regardless of age.
The following weekend we met up again at the Binalong Beach car park . Due to the N.E. wind the most
appropriate beach for kite flying was at Jeanneret . A quick 5-minute car drive soon had us there and up went the
kites. Despite an early tangle in a kite-eating tree , the day was very enjoyable as kite flyers shared fun, chitchat,
kite experiences, and fellowship. Banners flew, sun shelters dotted the beach, and we delighted in the warm
weather . The location at Jeanneret Beach is magnificent for kite flying with white quartz sand, clear aqua blue
waters and the magnificent scenery. The flying went on to 4 p.m then it was time for a short break to clean up
and head of to Robert and Tracey's home for the BBQ. After a hard day of flying kites , being able to relax in good
company , discussing kites , enjoying a beer and a perfectly grilled steak, what more could a kite flyer ask of life?
Thank you Tracey and Rob for hosting us.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT (cont.)
Sunday morning was clear and bright and the wind hadn't shifted so it was off to Jeaneret Beach again. In a repeat
of the previous day we all had a fabulously relaxed time flying, exchanging ideas on kite building, sitting and
renewing friendships, and basking in the summer sun. At lunchtime dolphins chasing baitfish in the waves
entertained us. It doesn't get much better. Reluctantly we began to pull the kites in around mid afternoon and say
our good byes. Thank you Noel Shaw for hosting us at Café Noel (Noel's campavan) when we wanted a cuppa.
Bye everyone. See you all again next year for another Binalong Weekend.
Sincere thanks to all the club members and interstate kite friends who made these two kite events so successful.
Without your dedication and love of kites we would not be able to experience such fun weekends. Everyone helped
and contributed to both events in their own way and thanks go to you all. Well done everyone.

Malcolm
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Saturday

Graham Gurney
Flocky

Tracey

Ricky, Jo and Maggie

Rob
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Sunday

All photos, Malcolm Dick
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BINALONG BAY WEEKEND
After the success of the previous Devonport Kite Flying weekend I didn’t think the kite flyers could have another
weekend of mild dry Tasmanian weather. But we did!
So began yet another weekend retreat on the north east coast of the island, boasting some of the best beaches in
Australia, and this weekend the weather turned on as well. Visitors started turning up on the Friday along with
Carol and Graeme Gurney and Noel Shaw. These interstaters had been at the Devonport bash and had toured the
state between events. Friday was a the usual casual affair, catching up on all the gossip we hadn’t have the chance
to spread the previous weekend and then to spread some more that we made up during the week.
Saturday arrived and we arranged to meet at the little car park at Binalong Bay. We decided to more to the next
beach north because the wind was an unusual easterly. Normally stiff sea breezes are blowing dead on shore from
the north by this time of the year. It was a good call as we were blessed with 6-8 knot easterlies all day and all had a
nice little fly. Smiles all round.
Saturday night was the barbeque at the Brasingtons house and the full contingency of kite flyers made their way up
the now famous drive way to the abode surrounded by bush. We have had a drought on the island and so water was
rare, which could not be said for beer and wine. Good fun, good friends.
Sunday morning indicated the weather was going to be an action replay of the Saturday so we all made our way to
the little beach we flew at the day before. Kites very quickly filled the sky, and once everything settled down I
realised it was a bad call. The wind was starting to move around to the north which meant it was coming around a
headland and that made life for kites most difficult. Lunch time arrived and just enough time for some nice gossip, a
few quite beers and some had to start making to long trip home to the far corners of the state. A few hard core flyers
moved camp around to Binalong Bay beach and we were presented with those kinds of winds you think you have
died and gone to heaven. Dead on shore, 8 knots and blue skies, but all to short as the day was drawing to a close.
The final weary kiters made there way back off the beach and all considered we had a top weekend. Roll on 2004!

Robert
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BINALONG BAY WEEKEND

Linden Dorrington concentrating harder
Graham Gurney concentrating

John & Miranda King Smith
with Pickles

Flocky Bock with double sled

Lindsay Graham & Kevin Collings with friend

All photos, Rob Brasington
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ADELAIDE FESTIVAL

Two Genevieve Duhig kites

All photos, Linda Sanders
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KRAZY KONVERSATION KOMPETITION

(Dave)

(Pete)

(John)

(Michelle)

(Pickles)

The SkylarkS take a break during Kites Over the Bluff and are deep in stimulating
conversation. To enter please reply to the Editor with what you think they’re saying
for your chance to win an authentic SkylarkS supporters T-shirt! Please advise what
size shirt you’d need if you happen to be the lucky winner. Entries can be sent by
email or snail mail. (see elsewhere in this edition for contact details Ed.)
The competition is open to all financial (and life) members of KFT with the exception
of Pete, John & Dave who will be the esteemed judges. Closing dates for entries will
be 30 April 2003. The best entries will be published in the next edition of Taskite.
Imagine the fame!!
Prize courtesy of SkylarkS

Sport Kite Team.

Prize will be awarded at the KFT AGM, May 11th in Campbell Town.

