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Membership fees 

Single               $20 
Family              $25 
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Web Address 

http://fly.to/kft 
 

 Taskite 
now in colour  online through our Web Site  

    Diary Dates 
 

December 26 
Kite Flyers Picnic (Dot’s Day) 

The Bluff, Devonport 
 
 

February 16 
Kites Over The Bluff 

The Bluff, Devonport 
 

February 22 & 23 
Bin-a-long Weekend© 

Binalong Bay Beach 
 

 October  
  Heritage Forest Festival of Kites 

Churchill Park, Launceston 
 

    November 2 
Fly@42° South National Kite Festival 

Wentworth Park, Howrah 

 
Fly Days 

 
1st Sunday of the month 

Queen’s Domain  - Hobart  
12 pm onwards 

Rodger Willows 0427 278 640 
 

2nd Sunday of the month 
Meecroft Park  -  Devonport  

2 pm onwards 
Dot Priestley   6424 4803 

 
3rd Sunday of the month 

Binalong Bay Beach  -  St. Helens  
10 am onwards 

Robert Brasington  6376 1667 

 
After years of talking about it 
Genevieve and myself are doing 
the Grey Nomad bit (for Public Servants - that 
means an extended lunch break) so sadly this will 
have to be my last magazineL 
 
Thank you everyone who has contributed in one 
way or another for its success, especially David 
Geer for organizing the printing for the last eight  
issues. 

Speaking of magazines, have 
you had a look at the our 
friends of  AKA  Magazine 

the club receives, with Dot & Malcolm’s help I 
have put aprox. 5 years of issues into one folder, 
makes good reading. It’s the only mag the club 
gets in return for a copy of Taskite so contact a 
Committee member to organise a look.  
                                        

                                                        Allan 

Editor Speaks 



 
 
 
 
 
 
G’day, 

 
A most successful Fly @ 42º South was held 
on the 3rd November, well attended with all of 
the usual comraderie of kite flyers. Personally 
it was something of a blur, however the time to 
spend with fellow kiters was very gratifying. 
There was even an international kite flying per-
sonality in attendance! 
 
Thankyou Genevieve again for all your hard 
work in what was less than ideal conditions. 
It seems that two members of the club are in-
tending to visit the big island to the north for 
an extended period. Early next year I believe!  
May the fair winds lift your skirt in a pleasing 
way! (sure beats the bluebird of happiness shit-
ting on your shoulder!) 
 
This will be the last edition of Taskite that 
Allan will be involved in, the website will be 
held in abeyance. Thankyou Allan for all your 
hard work, it will be difficult to maintain the 
standard that you have established.  
 
Roll on summer and the up-coming events – 
Dot’s Day, Kites Over The Bluff and the Bin-
a-long Weekend. 
 
Who needs drugs when you can fly  a fighter 
kite! 

Rodger 

Page 3 TASKITE  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kevin & Barbara  
That most excellent couple called Collings, 

Decided to follow their longings. 
So they sold up the house, packed up the kites, 

Said “See Ya” to Matthew and promised to write! 
St Helens it was at the end of the day, 

A fabulous house over looking Georges Bay. 
It’s not all been easy, at times even tough; 

With illness,  plus hospital, at times even rough. 
Cook so he says, but you’re beginning to see 

Barbara is busier than a one legged flea. 
Kevin had settled, his shoulder to rest, 

But others decided that it would be best, 
If he worked for their business,  

the landscaping store 
Selling paint, timber, hardware and anything more. 
So leisure time is precious and mustn’t be wasted; 

The Milk Bar Café has so much to be tasted. 
And days when we all get to go fly a kite, 

Are ones to remember that are full of delight. 
Their hospitality is legendary and that is sure right; 

You will all see in February on barbeque night! 
                                                                       TB 

 
 

Tracey   
Tracey seems to have the notion, 

Now Kev & Barb live near the ocean 
There’s nothing less that they can do 

Than host the summer Barbeque. 
As there’s a Mother to consider 

Perhaps we’d better “beg to differ”. 
You shouldn’t tamper with tradition 

 Or try to take another’s position. 
Yet here’s a thought that’s quite a lark 

Why not have it in the Park? 
BYO is quite the go 

No mess le ft to face tomorrow. 
Then if you’ve a mind to run amuck 

We really couldn’t give a continental.  
                                                      BC 

Poet’s Corner President’s Report 

Everyone has a  
double!!!!!! 

 

 



vonport, will be on again this year.  
We usually get underway about 11 
am and pull the kites down around 

3pm before having afternoon tea at Dot's home. If 
you haven't been to what we affectionately call 
Dot's Day then you should make the effort to be in 
Devonport on the 26th.December and enjoy a pleas-
urable day. 
 
The Devonport Festival "Kites over the Bluff" is on 
again next year. Sunday the 16th. Feb is the date. 
There will be flying for the club members and vis i-
tors at the park on Saturday. This year you are in-
vited to try something a little different, if you wish. 
Provided the wind and conditions are suitable you 
will have the opportunity to try out Kite Fishing 
from the rocks at the Bluff. Learn a few simple 
techniques that you may like to put to use when 
you travel down to Binalong Bay the following 
weekend. Imagine hauling in a Yellow Fin Tuna 
from the surf off Swimcart Beach. All you need 
will be revealed at Devonport! 
 
Saturday evening (15th.Feb) will be a Barbecue and 
our Grand Kite Auction. Details will be posted to 
you in the New Year. Please start collecting good-
ies for the Kite Auction. This is the major fund-
raiser for the club and I look forward to hammering 
down some great bargains on the night to all of 
you. Sunday morning sees the Kite Festival com-
mence at 11 am and it runs to 4pm.  
 
Please plan to make Binalong Bay a "must go" date 
in your diary. This informal weekend is always lots 
of fun. Tracey and Robert don't plan too much, fly-
ing just happens on the day, and under the guid-
ance of Robert the best locations for a fly around 
the area are visited. These range from the popular 
Binalong Bay beach, or you might find yourself on 
top of the spectacular Peron Dunes flying your kite. 
Maybe the Barway will be the ideal location or 
then again will we go to Jeanneret Beach? Who 
knows, let’s decide on the day. Where ever we go 
it will be spectacular, beautiful, relaxing and great 
fun. And the fun doesn't stop when the sun goes 
down. On the Saturday evening the traditional bar-
bie takes place, and all the fun you have come to 
expect at a Bin-a-long weekend happens at the 
Brasington's estate. Sounds good? You bet it will 
be. 
Finally, let me wish you all a wonderful and happy 
Christmas.  

Pleasant breezes. Malcolm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello everyone. 
 

It was fun meeting up with you at Launceston 
for the Heritage Festival of Kites, and then a 
week later, at Fly @42° South, at Howrah.  
 
We experienced all sorts of weather conditions, 
the wind ranged from nil to gale force.  This 
didn't stop us as we simply dragged out a suit-
able kite from the selection and got on with the 
fun. Thank you all for making the effort to sup-
port the festivals, it is only through your con-
tinued enthusiasm that the festivals continue to 
grow.  
 
The dinner on the Saturday evening at Wen-
tworth Park was very successful and enjoyed 
by all those who were able to attend. We en-
joyed a delicious meal and competed in a kite 
building competition. Congratulations to the 
team of Tracey, Axel and Flocky who built 
their kite in the allocated 30 minutes and flew 
it for the compulsory 5 minutes in a vicious 
wind. Congratulations too all the other teams 
who created some very interesting kites.  A fun 
activity which we promise to repeat at some 
future date. Every one who attended the dinner 
will join me in thanking David Geer, our hard 
working treasurer, who organised the dinner at 
short notice. Well done David.  
 
Sadly I have to announce the passing of one of 
the club gazebos. During the afternoon at Wen-
tworth Park a sudden gale blew the gazebo 
over and broke several poles and ripped the 
cover. The good news is that we have lots of 
spare bits for the other one! 
The next club event is of course the next fly 
day in your area. See page 2 for details. Don't 
forget to let the coordinator in the area know 
you will be coming in case the fly day venue 
has been changed to another location. Please 
support the club fly days. By flying at a regular 
venue it provides the members the opportunity 
to get together and attracts new followers of 
the sport. 
The Boxing Day fly at Meercroft Park,  De-
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Secretary’s Report 



                              October 13 
 
 
Find attached the local contribution to the One Sky, One World event of yester-
day. Had a quick fly in stormy skies, (appropriate I think) and flew the "White 
Doves of Peace Train". 16 kites in total.  

Robert  
 

More photos of this year’s fly at   http://subvision.net/sky/osow/osow2002/first-pics.htm ……..ed 
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One Sky One World 
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When I was an ankle biter I “helped” the big 
boys to launch kites over the autumn stubble 
fields in northern Germany, desperately want-
ing to fly my own. Finally I had saved enough 
pfennigs to buy some string and went on to 
make a diamond out of brown paper and willow 
sticks. It was heavy, sort of flew for one after-
noon, but disintegrated rapidly. The paste gave 
way due to the fact that I was only allowed to 
use 4 spoons of flour, which was valuable in 
those days.  That was the end of my kiting for a 
long while. 

Later, at Uni, I joined the student glider club 
and acquired some knowledge of basic aerody-
namics, weather, and also some engineering .I 
learned to fly gliders, training solo on a SG 38,
an open seater out of spruce, ply , calico and 
dope. But development was rapid and soon we 
were designing and building the performance 
racers SB6  and SB7 out of that than brand new 
stuff: epoxy resin and glassfiber. 

I bummed around for a fair few years and saw 
amongst other things some beautiful kites in In-
dia, Malaysia, Indonesia, and later South Amer-
ica, but did not really get interested. On a visit 
back to Germany the loops of a twoliner caught 
my eye. It was a Peter Powell trio with those 
spectacular long tubular tails, which some lads 
just had brought over from England. This eventu-
ally led to the acquisition of some german 
stunters. 
 
By now I had a young family and settled in Tas-
mania. Interest in folkmusic and alternative life-
style brought me to a Cygnet festival where David 
Chandler held a kite workshop. The simplicity 
and reliability of the Grauel sled he taught im-
pressed me greatly, so did his giant box kite lift-
ing an Australian flag. You see I’m getting deeper 
and deeper into it and I blame the old master. 
 
Than along came the first roaring forties 
Launceston festival! That really got me hooked.  
My oldest daughter build a 2-stack of Nagasaki 
Hatas from plans published in the Examiner 
newspaper by David “Butterfingers” Chandler 
(for which he never got any royalty payments, so 
he tells me) and came 2nd in the school competi-
tion. I introduced the ”Sperms”, an oscillating 2-



FLOCKY 
 

WHO IS THIS “FLOCKY BOCK” YOU SAY, 
WHO DOES HIS THING IN HIS OWN WAY. 

HE GIVES ALTERNATIVE AN INTERESTING TWIST, 
WITH AIR ROCKETS AND HUMMERS, YOU GET THE GIST.  

YOU’RE NEVER SURE WHAT HE MAY REVEAL, 
MADE OF  PLASTIC, TYVEC OR STEEL. 

HE MAKES RECYCLED WORKS OF ART,         
FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, HE PLAYS HIS PART. 

AND FOR THE KIDS HE PRODUCES A SHOW, 
WITH SKY DROPPING BEARS AND THINGS THAT GO. 

TOO FAR SOME SAY, YOU MUST TAKE CARE , 
SO FLOCKY DROPS ANOTHER BEAR. 

ALWAYS WILLING TO LEND A HAND,  
A VALUED CLUB MEMBER YOU UNDERSTAND. 

FLOCKY YOU’RE UNIQUE IN WHAT YOU DO, 
YOU GIVE US DIVERSITY AND WE THANK YOU. 

 
BC 
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stack of sleds with long tails weaving a double 
helix. These have since become a kind of signa-
ture kite for my presence because they seem to 
be always the first out of the bag.   
 
Flying at the Riverside sportsground on the 
Tamar in Launceston I met Jeremy Carson, Kent 

and Helma, Bernie Rosevears and others who 
seemed to be nice enough folks, so eventually I 
joined the K F T. What a mistake! 
Most of my other interests have since faded into 
the background whilst the laundry was converted 
into the    kite store. When Allan and Robert in-
troduced Bear dropping to Tassie I soon was into 
it with a double winch a la Tom Pratt, which 
keeps me occupied at most local festivals since. 
 
Being naturally lazy and hating the sewing ma-
chine, the majority of my kites are made of plastic 
or tyvec, stuck together with filament tape. I still 
think sleds are great and they have never led me 
down. I must have made hundreds of them in 
school workshops and summer camps by now. 
Lately I have added coke bottle windmills, howl-
ing bottles and hummers to my box of tricks to 
keep the big and small kids amused. Also I still 
fool around with water-air bottle rockets, but a 
certain lady in authority won’t let me fly them any 
more because of the pubic risk involved. So I’m 
working on a parachute system now. That will fix 
it. 
Lately I have taught myself the secrets of solder-
ing aluminium tubing, so I can fabricate any cus-
tom knot joiner. This opens 
up a whole new field of pos-
sibilities. It’s fivepointers for 
now, but who knows? 
                                Flocky 



 
 
 
The Club Dinner 
 
It’s Saturday afternoon and the preparations are underway for the KFT Inc. club festival dinner.  The 
caterers are preparing the food as some of the kite flyers have an informal fly… just to warm up! 
Big Al & Super G are there flying a ‘flocky’ of three Cape Barron Geese…very impressive!!  Rob is 
getting in touch with his angel, Rodger fishes with MC Escher while  Cecil B D’MAL finds plenty to 
film!  Just to name a few who were there!! 
 
The night continued with everyone back inside the  Club rooms for dinner.  Wow what a spread!! 
Three courses were munched through as the evening ploughed on and the conversations flowed…it 
was a great time for like minded friends to relax away from the flying field and get to know each 
other better.  BUT the call of the kite field could not be kept quiet! So after we had eaten we con-
ducted a quick and dirty kite building competition!  
 
Five teams of three were randomly drawn and each team got together in a frantic bid to outdo the 
other teams with their creations the basis of which was bamboo skewers, masking tape, greaseproof 
paper and plastic.  Thirty minutes of building and testing and outside into the dark for a fly-off!  
Many of the creations were lost in the darkness and most failed to satisfy the quick and dirty judging 
rules except that rotten little sled built by Tracy, Flocky, Axel and one of the young waitresses (I 
can’t remember her name!) that flew above and beyond to grab the quick and dirty prizes – grrrr!! J. 
It was a fantastic night of food, friends and kiting mayhem that was enjoyed by all who attended.  
Many thanks go to members of the Clarence United Soccer Club who catered for the fantastic dinner 
your efforts made our night very enjoyable and relaxing.  
 
Many other fun things happened during the course of the evening so if you weren’t there, talk to 
someone who was and make plans to attend next year!  Wahoo!! 

David Geer 
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Genevieve Duhig’s Cape Barron  Geese 

Fly @ 42° South  - Saturday 



Page 9 TASKITE  

Fly @ 42° South  - Saturday 

Kent, Rob & David  

Flocky, Axel & Tracey 

Dot, Lynden & Chris 

Rodger 

Wendy, Allan & Genevieve 
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The Festival 
 
Where do I start a report on the festival… the sun, the blue skies, the white clouds, the dark clouds, 
the strong gusty winds!!! THE KITES !!! 
 
The day started out as windy and gusty as ever and progressively got gustier!  There were a myriad 
of kites scattered across the three flying fields.  The stunt kites did their thing whilst over looked by 
Flocky’s flow-form sitting on high like some big green overlord supporting the teddy bear drop.  Big 
Al’s up the end of another field with his eight legged friend waving to the gob smacked spectators 
and the UFO sat waiting to take any unsuspecting child for a ride into outer space.  
John and Miranda King Smith gave their newly built Peter Lynn Pilot kite its maiden festival fly.  
The big pink foil soared high above the field carrying a couple of inflatable ducks and a blowfish 
much to the delight of some very young children who loved pointing and pronouncing “fis...fis!” and 
“duck!”. 
 
The SkylarkS found a corner of the stunt kite field and put on a team flying display under difficult 
conditions.  With the small band of onlookers that had gathered appreciating the display of dare I say 
it “skilful flying” ☺. 
 
As the afternoon drew on, the winds got gustier and many lines were pushed to breaking point.  The 
most notable break being the big green overlord who decided sitting around doing nothing was get-
ting a bit tedious so it decided to go for a walk and was found several blocks away.  Is Flocky mak-
ing a habit of setting his kites free?? One wonders! 
 
Tracy & Rob were at their creative bests with a wonderful train of kites each modelled on birds. And 
as always there was Rodger ‘fresh as a daisy’ just back from the UK along with Chris, Wendy & 
Axel running amuck with fighter kites!  Mal and Dot did their thing... and it was great to see their 
kites aloft.  It was also great to see Don Sutherland on his brief return to Tasmania before heading 
back to New Zealand.  There were others I haven’t mentioned, because my memory for names is 
shocking, regardless of that it was great to see your input into the colourful spectacle of the day as 
well.  
 
Another Peter Lynn Pilot kite made its maiden festival fly this time a purple one built by Peter 
Baynes.  The fly was successful but didn’t last for long under the deteriorating wind conditions 
mmm… needs more tails and some menagerie hanging from the line me thinks! 
 
Kite sales in the stalls seemed brisk and the vegetable characters that wandered the field amused the 
children no end as did the face painting and jumping castle.  The jazz band kept jamming all day! St 
Johns Ambulance was there on hand to take care of any mishaps. The Clarence Council did a fabu-
lous job bringing together the infrastructure for the festival and I “tips me hat” to them in support of 
their efforts.  Also the Clarence United Soccer Club deserves notable thanks for supplying the hungry 
hoards of kite flyers and spectators with food and drinks all day.   
 
In all the festival was a great success with some wonderful photos appearing in the Mercury newspa-
per the following day and a snippet at the end of the Sunday news & weather report by festival spon-
sor WIN television. 
 
Well done to you all in taking the past-time, sport and business of kites and kite flying to great 
heights with your involvement in Fly @ 42° South.  

David Geer 
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Fly @ 42° South  - Sunday 



Page 11 TASKITE  

Fly @ 42° South  - Sunday 

Inside the “Flying Saucer” 

Malcolm 

Flocky 

Rob & Tracey Kite seller from NZ  - Don 

Peter (Duck) Baynes 

“Puffer Kite” and “Some Kid” 
Photo & Quote by R.Brasington 
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Heritage Forest  


