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now in colour  online through our Web Site  

    Diary Dates 
 

October 13 
Mackay Kite Festival 

Harbour Beach, Makay, Qld  
 

 October 27 
  Heritage Forest Festival of Kites 

Churchill Park, Launceston 
 

    November 3 
Fly@42° South National Kite Festival 

Wentworth Park, Howrah 
 

December 1 
Royal Park Christmas Fly 
Royal Park, Melbourne, Vic. 

 
December 26 

Kite Flyers Picnic (Dot’s Day) 
The Bluff, Devonport 

December 26 
 

February 16 
Kites Over The Bluff 

The Bluff, Devonport 
 

February 22 & 23 
Bin-a-long Weekend 

Binalong Bay Beach 

 
Fly Days 

 
1st Sunday of the month 

Queen’s Domain  - Hobart  
12 pm onwards 

Rodger Willows 0427 278 640 
 

2nd Sunday of the month 
Meecroft Park  -  Devonport  

2 pm onwards 
Dot Priestley   6424 4803 

 
3rd Sunday of the month 

Binalong Bay Beach  -  St. Helens  
10 am onwards 

Robert Brasington  6376 1667 

Any subsidised flights available for O'seas visitors to 
Nov 3 Festival  
Have large variety of kites avail - see members page 
No 24.  
Please advise soonest ……………..Don   
 
“In your dreams” -  Ed  
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Bryan Duhig 
21/7/38  -  3/8/02 

After a short illness Bryan slipped quietly away on the afternoon of the 3rd August 2002. 
 
A man of many talents he had received a Hobart Drama Festival Best Actor award as well as a 
Royal Humane Society Silver Medal for bravery for his part in a cave rescue in 1968.  Flying a 
kite for hours on end helped Bryan recover from this very traumatic experience.  
 
Bryan passed his kites onto Allan saying “that way they will get an airing”.  In the kite bag is a  
virtual Aladdin's treasure, a collection of English, French and American kites.  
  
We know of Bryan’s accounting abilities as he had been KFT Honorary Auditor since 1995 but he 
is probably best remembered, by fellow club members, as our Chef Extraordinaire for Hobart fes-
tival social evenings.  If one can have a gourmet BBQ then Bryan could produce.  
 
Val’e Bryan Edwin Duhig.  



would  provide insurance for  the 
event. The kite festival was in it's 
25th. year  and  no claim had been 

lodged with the insurance company  during the past 
24 events .  Most of us would consider this a pretty 
good risk, but this shows how hard it is at present 
to get stand alone  public liability for an event.   
Last year there were about 200 companies offering 
public liability insurance to community organisa-
tions. This year the number has dropped to about 
20. Many of these are not interested in taking new 
accounts.  
 
Our club has again obtained  public liability  insur-
ance through AMP , for the same rate as was nego-
tiated last year. It is timely to stress to members 
that the policy is for coverage against the risk of 
someone outside of the club, making a claim 
against the club  for injury or damage . Our policy 
does not cover actions of people outside of the club 
and so can not be used for running public events 
such as  kite festivals. If we organise a public festi-
val then we need to obtain separate insurance for 
that particular event . If we are invited to attend an-
other organisations event, then it is important to 
understand that the event that we have been invited 
to must carry it's own insurance. We must be as-
sured in writing that the organiser of that event has 
obtained public liability insurance for the event on 
the specified date that we will be attending.  
Sounds complicated  but in reality it is simple. We 
are covered for public liability for our own club 
activities, when that activity is conducted by our 
club, and attended by only our own club members. 
Any other situation isn't covered. 
 
 If you are invited to fly kites at  some event, talk to 
me, your club secretary,  first. We cannot take any 
risks until this insurance fiasco is sorted out by leg-
islation and you know that anything to do with 
government legislation moves about as fast as 
golden syrup in the middle of winter!   
 
It was a pleasure to meet up with our German club 
members, Hildegarde and Wolfram Wannrich 
when they visited Tasmania in July.   Many of the 
club members were able to make arrangements to 
meet them and we look forward to meeting them 
again on their next Tasmanian visit. 
 
Ken and Greta Linn are in Hawaii and will be back 
home in October.  

See you soon. 
Malcolm 

 
 

 
Spring is here!. Warmer 
days , fresh breezes and 
kite flying .  It's the time 
for the first of the Tasma-
nian kite festivals and 
community events  that we 

all look forward to . On the N.W. Coast the 
club has been invited to take part in the Austra-
lian Paper Mills annual day for families on Sat-
urday 19th. October. This event at Burnie is 
held on the beach and lawns of the Surf  Club, 
opposite to the mill site. Last year,  four mem-
bers attended and had a great time.  
Then it's off to Launceston for the Heritage 
Forest festival of Kites on Sunday  October 
27th. The next weekend it's Hobart for the festi-
val at Howrah. 
Attending the events that the Club has been 
invited to, is a large part of the enjoyment in 
being a club member. For many members, kite 
festivals are the reason they remain club mem-
bers. Much of the fun of kiting is the anticipa-
tion of forthcoming events, then meeting up 
with club friends, sharing kiting ideas , admir-
ing new kites and flying  kites together.  Kite 
festivals allow you to see from a fresh perspec-
tive how wide ranging and timeless our shared 
interest in kites can be. 
If you wait for the club to entertain you, then 
you could be waiting a long time! Make the 
effort, attend the festivals, join in with your 
fellow club members and enjoy kiting to a 
level you may not have experienced before. If 
you haven't got a kite, then that doesn't matter.  
Many members have a car full at every festival 
and I know they would  be delighted to be 
asked if you could fly one of their kites. 
Sadly we have lost one of our long time mem-
bers. Bryan Duhig died  in August. Bryan was 
our club auditor, a  kite enthusiast, and our 
club BBQ chef at many of the Kites out of  
Cupboards festivals. Bryan will be sadly 
missed .  Our heart felt sympathy go out to 
Bryan's family and friends.  
 
Public Liability Insurance, that curse of all or-
ganisations these past two years, struck the 
Festival of the Winds a fatal blow this  Sep-
tember. At the last moment the famous Bondi 
Beach event had to be cancelled due to the or-
ganisers being unable to find an insurer who 
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Secretary’s Report 



 
 
 
 
 
G’day from El Pres,
Editor needs more filling 
for the newsletter.Not a 
great deal has been hap-
pening club wise over the 

winter months. Festival season is about to be-
gin.Malcolm has been working hard on the 
clubs behalf sorting out the insurance issue, 
and appears to have things in hand. Thankyou 
very much Malcolm for all your hard work! As 
the insurance issue appears to have been re-
solved, I see no need to call an extraordinary 
general meeting, for something that is in hand. 
I was privileged to attend the Claytons Festival 
of  The Winds this year (report included).
Indications are that there may be a number of 
mainland kite flyers attending our festivals this 
year. Lets hope so!!! 
 
 

SHOALHAVEN HEADS FLY-IN 
 
 
The Claytons Festival of The Winds was held 
at Shoalhaven Heads over the weekend of  6th, 
7th & 8th September. 
The 25th Festival of The Winds due to be held 
at Bondi Beach this year had to be abandoned 
as it was impossible to get suitable public li-
ability insurance to hold the event (heard that 
somewhere before?). 
The festival was very much an on-again, off-
again event with the final calling off coming 
about ten days prior to its scheduled running.  
Shoalhaven was the consolation prize, and 
what a prize it was. 
Approximately 60 kite flyers attended over the 
three days, and although the winds were not 
the kindest the camaraderie and bonhomie was 
exceptional. 
We were graced with the presence of a New 
Zealand contingent of seven, South Austra-
lians, Victorians and Tasmanians to bolster the 
local New South Welshies. 
It was definitely a strong-wind-kite wind blow-
ing from the south-southwest for all three days. 
I was very pleased with the way that my 
Escher hex acquitted itself, although it was cer-
tainly not the most spectacular kite there!!! 
For me the most spectacular and best behaved 
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kite for (almost) the whole period 
had to be a budgie that Greg and 
John from Ulladulla had spent 

massive amounts of time appliquéing.  This kite 
rode out all that mother-nature could throw at it but 
unfortunately was unable to contend with a stray 
crossed line toward the end of the Sunday after-
noon. Vale budgie – you were an inspiration to us 
all. Were you actually a phoenix in disguise? 
Saturday evening brought the usual auction (for 
which I was ill prepared), used to raise funds as 
well as the AKS merchandise stall. I managed to 
sate my kite book obsession well! 
The return to Sydney on Monday was for me very 
much a pilgrimage. We first ventured across to 
Berry which has become very tourist oriented. 
Managed to pick up a book in the second-hand 
bookshop! From there it was on to Kiama to visit 
the blow-hole (not working very well due to the 
weather conditions), and thence on to Stanwell 
Park for lunch.  
Having had lunch, we drove up the hill to Hillcrest, 
which was the home of Lawrence Hargrave. It is 
currently unoccupied but surrounded by a series of 
self-contained retirement units. From here it is pos-
sible to take in the vista of the beach below where 
he performed all of his box-kite experiments and 
also to see the bluff that is Stanwell Tops where 
current day aviators launch themselves from in 
their hang gliders. 
How much we owe to old kite flyers (Hargrave, 
Rogallo etc)!! 
The 25th Festival of  The Winds will be held at 
Bondi Beach next year, but as far as I am con-
cerned I am thrilled not to have missed the Shoa l-
haven Heads gathering.  

 
Rodger 
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President’s Report 

 
Ward 4D at the Launceston General Hospital has 
been more popular than Fly Days lately.  
Allan Parish had a week in with the old “Crook 
Ticker”. 
 
Not to be out done Kevin Collings had a  trip,  
from St. Helens by ambulance, to be admitted with 
a chronic chest infection.  
 
Thank goodness the staff had time to recover be-
tween visits… could you imagine these two in the 
same Hospital ward together!!!!!!!!!!!       GD/BC 
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Started flying kites as all kids do, you know the 
stuff, brown paper bags and dowel. Tied it to the 
fence one night, went out the next morning, not 
there, what a rip off, never do that again. I 
thought I would try again after finally getting 
over the original trauma. When I was 26 and 
studying I needed a relaxation that was quick and 
effective. (Kinda defeats the purpose really.) 
Across the road from where I lived was an open 
park and I borrowed a friend’s son’s plastic su-
perman kite. After about an hour I got bored so I 
removed half the long plastic tail and finally the 
whole tail. This thing got just faster and faster. 
Then I discovered water and started the ol' 
"Jaws" impression. After about 6 months of ab-
surdly stupid stuff the kite was completely to-
talled, gave it back to the kid and said “the thing 
don't fly very well, does it?”  That was my sec-
ond phase of kite flying.  
 
The next stage of flying didn't happen until 1989 
when on a business/ holiday trip to Washington 
State we drove into Long Beach on our way 

down the coast to catch some waves (that was a 
silly idea, the water was so cold). On arriving in 
the town there were no less than 3 large kite 
shops and that single sight lead me down the slip-
pery slope of becoming a kite flyer.  

Both Tracey, my friend Mark from Seattle and 
myself spent the majority of our time and money 
on kites. On returning to England I quickly real-
ised there was a kiting scene there as prominent 
as America.  

It was a bit like the superman kite thing all over 
again, as I was never happy with what I was fly-
ing at the time so I began to design my own kites. 
These designs soon became a demanded item and 
so Tracey and I started the company of Ground 
Zero Kites. We relocated the business back in 
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ROBERT AND TRACEY 

 
Occupying the bush near Binalong Bay, 

There stands a magic hideaway, 
It is the castle of Tracey and Rob, 
Often inhabited by an alien mob, 

They share their retreat with two pretty girls, 
Not the type of frills and curls, 

Rather of fur and wet nuzzling snouts,  
Totally spoilt, I have no doubts, 
Rob and Tracey roam the globe,  

Their passion often reaching overload. 
Ground Zero kites is their brainchild,  
Unique and dramatic are they styled.   
Bold with black and sharp of shape,  

Over the bay they float in azure sky scape.  
On any Binalong Bay Retreat,  

Rob and Tracey you’re sure to meet.  
They took an idea it would seem, 

And created a future out of a dream!!! 
BC 

Australia in 1993 and have run it out of Tasmania 
focusing on stunt kites. It has only been in the 
last 3 or so years that I have become involved 
with single line kites. One year at the Bondi Fes-
tival of the Winds I attempted to buy my first sin-
gle line kite, an original Peter Malinski baby box, 
but the owner refused to sell so there was only 

one thing to do. Build my own.  That was the ori-
gin of the single line stuff. The designs are ideas 
I get mostly from architecture and so the resul-
tant sculptural type shape.  
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Shoalhaven Heads Fly-in 

Photos by 
Graeme Poole  

And 
Rodger Willows 



 
The Daily Telegraph                             
22/08/02     

by Mark Skelsey 
 
AUSTRALIA’S biggest and longest running kite 
festival - The Festival of the Winds - has been 
cancelled because it cannot get adequate insur-
ance. 
One insurer refused to give coverage because it 
involved the use of “airborne objects”. 
The Festival of the Winds at Bondi Beach has 
been a community event for the past 24 years. 
More than 50,000 people gather at Bondi Beach 
each year to watch a fantastic display of kites 
from around the world.  
In past years there have been giant kites in the 
shape of an octopus, teddy bear, sumo wrestler, 
monster snake and outback shearer. 
“It’s just insane that you have reached a point 
where an innocuous activity such as flying a kite 
id now being caught up in the whole debacle with 
public liability insurance,” Waverley Mayor Paul 
Pearce said. 
This year’s festival has been cancelled and the 
Australian Kite Flyers Society is now trying to 
organise coverage for the 2003 event. 
 

 
 
 

Society president Ross Leighton said it had 
started looking for liability coverage in April.  
The coverage which provided last year’s cover-
age decided it no longer wanted to do business 
with “small societies”. 
Mr Leighton said a standard  insurance contract 
in the past excluded damage from “flying ob-
jects” but most insurers were willing to amend 
this to specifically allow events involving kites to 
proceed. 
Mr Leighton said his society approached about 
15 insurance brokers and received several quotes. 
All the quotes were unacceptable - one because it 
refused to cover damage caused by kites and an-
other because the total value of coverage was too 
low. 
Another insurer was happy to cover club events 
but not the large scale “Festival of the Winds”. 
Coogee kite shop owner Steve McCormack said 
10 major kiting events across Australia were at 
risk because of insurance problems. 
He said the insurance company used by the Kit-
ing Federation of Australia, which provides um-
brella coverage for kite club members, no longer 
appeared to want to insure the sport. 
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Festival of the Winds blown away 



Hildegard & Wolfram Wannrich 
joined Hobart members for their 
fly day in August. Not much wind 
but lots of talking plus a social get together on the Mon-
day evening with Kent & Helma & Allan & Genevieve. 
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Hobart Fly Day 



 
 
 
The Canberra Times 
16 September 2002      

                             By David McLennan 
 

Kite -  flying record is still up in the air 
 
Dragons, birds, butterflies and even the odd 
lampshade took to the skies yesterday, as Can-
berrans tried to create a world record for flying 
the most kites at once. 
While the more traditional diamond-shaped kite 
was the most popular on the day, a variety was 
on offer at the National Kite Flying Competition 
on the lawns of the National Library. 
In addition to trying to beat the world record for 
the most kites in the air at once  - held since 2000 
by New Jersey with 674 kites - participants 
helped raise money for Hartley Lifecare, which 
helps young people with severe physical disabili-
ties. 
Hartley fund-raising manager Kathy Graham said 
she had been blown away by the support.  More 
than 700 people had registered to take part in the 
world record attempt.  Their details, along with 
photographic evidence, had been sent to the 
Guiness Book of Records, which has the final say 
on whether there was a record. 
The day had been a success regardless, with more 
than $60,000 raised. 
For long-time kite fliers Adrian Chatillon and 
Roz Burge, of Phillip, it was a chance to give 
their lamp shade its maiden voyage. The “Peter 
Pan boat”. As passing children called it, was 
bought by Ms Burge in Bali, but has spent most 
of its life on top of a lamp. 
Mr Chatillon has been flying kites since he was 
23, and said it was great fun to be out in the fresh 
air with a kite, especially walking along the 
beach. 
Flying his box kite, his favourite style for the 
simplicity of its design, was like walking a dog, 
and a stunt kite was good to dive-bomb the sea-
gulls. 
Days like yesterday were particularly good for 
the children, but, as he noted, more dads than 
kids were holding strings. 
After some trouble launching his kite, Mr Chatil-
lon finally got it in the air.  But it is questionable 
whether it will be brought out to fly again. “It 
make a brilliant lamp-shade,” he said. 
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 National Kite Festival   

Drachen Foundation Journal   
Fall 2002                                                By Peter Lynn 
 
My admiration for the female  of our species is 
increasing every day. At the Thailand Interna-
tional Kite Festival with the Mega Ray, Clyde 
Cook and I were being our usual obnoxious 
selves about attending the opening and closing 
ceremonies, and about getting up for breakfast at 
7:30 (so as to be ready to leave for the field at 
9:30 so that we can sit there and wait for the 
wind to arrive at 11:30 and the public at 1:30), 
and things like that. Well, we met our match this 
time. A young lady from the Thai Tourism Au-
thority soon had us sorted. Always smiles, hardly 
ever tears (visibly anyway), but unswervingly 
persistent. Eventually we just did whatever she 
asked; it was much easier. Clyde even appeared 
for breakfast on the last two mornings, first and 
second time for probably 10 years. We called her 
Little Miss Duct Tape: fixed every problem and 
never let go.  
Also in Thailand, we discovered perhaps the 
greatest innovation in single line kite flying that 
has come our way in the last 30 years---the Thai 
army. Friendly, keen, natural kitefliers. After a 
few minutes of teach-by-example, we could 
fairly much leave them to it: launching, wind 
shifts, packing, the lot. When kites tangled, they 
would often have them sorted and relaunched 
before we could get there. They came fully 
equipped with mobile anchors (jeeps and five-
ton trucks) and, I suspect, would also be quite 
useful in any territoria l dispute. The ultimate kite 
team. 
I’ll settle for reincarnation as a kite, provided 
that I’m cared for and protected by the Thai 
army, that is. Hmm, I wonder if they have 
women soldiers. 

Little Miss Duct Tape   

THE DRACHEN FOUNDATION 
http://www.drachen.org/         

 It is the mission of The Drachen Foundation to disseminate 
information about the historical, cultural, scientific, and 
artistic aspects of kiting worldwide. In order to satisfy this 
goal, the Drachen staff publishes two different free publica-
tions, the Newsletter and The Drachen Foundation Kite 
Journal. These publications help us keep our readership 
informed of upcoming events, exhibitions, and projects that 
we are participating in, as well as providing in-depth cover-
age of kiting personalities past and present, important kite 
advances, and other relevant research into the wide world of 
kiting.  
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Kiting on my Field Trip.  
The base of the snow-capped 
volcanoes can be seen. 
They are: 

Mt. Tongariro 
Mt. Ruapchu 

Mt. Ngaurahoe 
 

Izzy 

Kites and wind are impatient;we must seize the moment when they come together. 
Yao Zhende  courtesy of The Drachen Foundation 


