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President   
Rodger Willows 

 rodger_willows@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President   
Flocky Bock 

 
Secretary/Public Officer                    

Malcolm Dick 
P.O.Box 615 

Devonport    7310 
devonport@stallards.net.au 

 
Treasurer 

David Geer   
 P.O.Box 22 

Rosny Park     7018 
dgeer@mrt.tas.gov.au 

 
Committee 
           Ian Flewellyn            Kevin Collings 
         Julia Sutherland          Robert Brasington 
 
Taskite Editor / Web Design 

Allan Parish 
P.O.Box 1177 

Rosny Park     7018 
kft@fly.to 

 
Life Members                                   

   Helma  Stevenson                              
Kent Stevenson 
David Chandler 

  
      
Membership fees 

Single            $20 
Family           $25 

 
Please forward to The Treasurer 

 
Web Address 

http://fly.to/kft 
  

    Diary Dates 
 

September 6  - 8 
Festival of the Winds 

Bondi, N.S.W. 
 

September 28 - 29 
Coolum Kite Festival 

Sunshine Coast, Qld. 
 

October 13 
Mackay Kite Festival 

Harbour Beach, Makay, Qld 
 

 October 27 
  Heritage Forest Festival of Kites 

Churchill Park, Launceston 
 

    November 3 
Fly@42°South National Kite Festival 

Wentworth Park, Howrah 
 

December 26 
KiteFlyers Picnic (Dot’s Day) 

The Bluff, Devonport 

 
Fly Days 

 
1st Sunday of the month 

Queens Domain  - Hobart 
12 pm onwards 

Rodger Willows 0427 278 640 
 

2nd Sunday of the month 
Meecroft Park  -  Devonport 

2 pm onwards 
Dot Priestley   6424 4803 

 
3rd Sunday of the month 

Binalong Bay Beach  -  St. Helens 
10 am onwards 

Robert Brasington  6376 1667 

New Members 
 

                 The Flewellen Family    -  Ulverstone 
               The Winchester Family  -  Somerset 

 

TASKITE now in colour   
online through our Web Site                  

http://fly.to/kft 
                  



Recalling his days experimenting with man-lifting 
kites: “Scary, yes. We got up to 300 feet, high enough 
to die. The first 50 feet are the worst, because if you 
fall you might live.” Martin Lester, Cornwall,England 

Source: Tke Drachen Foundation, Kite Journal 

The following quotes are taken from a great  
letter received, in March from Don & Marina. 

 
We arrived with 20 kgs each of summer cloth-
ing – to find three weeks of “unscheduled” rain.  
So into the OP SHOPS – we now look like lo-
cals – mainly dress in black with funny fern 
things on the shirt-front.  We now say “wee” 
meaning “little” and buy bread, ice cream  etc 
from the local DAIRY. 
 
We live close to the beach at Island Bay and can 
see the Ferries pass to the South Island.  Hot 
days see the locals on the beach till 9pm – 
BBQ’s and a few beers on the beach – quite civi-
lised. 
 
We have joined NZKA having made contact 
with David Bowie but have only flown once at a 
festival this month. 
 
Within three days of our arrival we had pur-
chased ANOTHER car and are working our little 
buts off as divisional therapists for in house care.   
 
To ease the car use between the two of us I pur-
chased a Honda 50cc motor scooter for Marina – 
in NZ a “NUFFTY FUFFTY” but shorty can’t 
reach the ground from the riders seat SO guess 
who gets about Wellington  like a dog @*#”~!# 
a boot ! Only $1.65 per week to run but “Oh the 
embarrassment” good thing I wear a helmet. 
 
Please say good day to all the relevant folks –  

                                              
Don & Marina                                   
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G’day again, 
Winter approaches, the incentives to get out into 
the sub-Antarctic blasts are decreasing and the 
pressure to produce something new for the up-
coming festivals is increasing. 
Can he do it? 
How long away is that next festival? 
Maybe! 
 
The Annual General Meeting (AGM), was held 
in its usual location in early May. Malcolm being 
the very capable re-elected Secretary will pro-
vide the formal reporting of procedures in the 
minutes. Notable were the absentees. Quick was 
the task. 
 
The deck chairs were shuffled and provision 
made for some new recruits. Welcome! 
 
Insurance surfaced, took a hammering and was 
submerged until necessity forces some more dis-
cussion in the form of an extra-ordinary general 
meeting. Keep your ears and eyes out for that 
one later in the year. 
 
Membership fees were discussed and the deci-
sion was to withdraw the provision of a group 
membership commencing forthwith, but no in-
crease in the other fees for the immediate future. 
Again the decision of an extra-ordinary general 
meeting will determine any further increases. 
There weren’t too many incursions of the model 
car club! 
 
Coffee and conviviality, a brief fly, and home 
again. 
 

Rodger 

Presidents Report 



just as important as every one else's. If 
you want to put an idea forward please 

do so. The club can only progress forward with 
new ideas, new member input and fresh blood.  
It was so encouraging at the AGM to see a new 
member accept a position on the committee. Ian 
Flewellen hasn't been a member for long but that 
didn't stop him accepting nomination for a position 
on the committee. Good on ya Ian.   Our thanks 
also go out to Genevieve; our hard working past 
treasurer. Genevieve always puts in 100% when it 
comes to anything to do with the club, but she is 
having a rest this year from committee work and 
just want's to enjoy flying.   
 
It is heartening to see such interest in kite flying 
around Tasmania. Since January I have had several 
group organisers come to my home and over a cof-
fee we have built sled kites. I trace out the template 
for them and make sure they go away completely 
competent to make the kite. This way they can go 
back to their group and make kites. That also 
means I don't get tied up making instead of flying 
kites.   On average it takes less than an hour for the 
adult to learn how to make the kite, build one com-
pletely on their own and for me to give them sug-
gestions were they can obtain the materials.  They 
also get of course a club membership brochure.  I 
believe we should all spread the fun of kite flying 
and volunteering to show clubs and organisations 
how to make a simple kite is one way to spread the 
message. Why not have a go and let it be known to 
your local community groups that you are prepared 
to show an adult how to make a kite so that adult 
can go back to the organisation and teach them. 
A big warm welcome is extended to our new club 
members the Flewellen family from Ulverstone 
and the Winchester family from Somerset. Every-
one looks forward to meeting up with you soon. 
Public Liability Insurance has been a thorn in our 
side but there is light at the end of the tunnel. A 
new public liability scheme has been developed by 
the Municipal Association of Victoria and is sup-
ported by the Tasmanian Government.  This will 
provide  public liability cover to not-for-profit 
community organisations. I have contacted the 
Community Insurance Centre for more details and 
a quote for a policy. I will let you know more de-
tails in the next newsletter. 
That’s about all from me, and I hope to meet up 
with you at our next Box Kite Workshop in July. 
No date set yet but you will be advised shortly. 

Cheers   Malcolm 
 

 
 
Hello everybody! 
After the Devonport Kite 
Festival I asked Maggie 
Phillips if she would 
kindly write an article on 
Kites over the Bluff for 
the Australian Kite Asso-

ciation. Bless her, she did and she also sent it 
to the Australian Kite Society and both maga-
zines published the story and have given us 
Tassie kite flyers great publicity. Thank you 
Maggie. 
Now that winter is here it is a perfect time to 
drag out the paper and biro and make a few 
sketches of "that kite". You know the one that 
you have had in the back of your mind for 
ages, the one that will blow 'em away when 
you produce it at the spring kite festivals. 
If you have joined the club recently or if you 
have only ever bought ready to fly kites and 
feel it is time to "have-a-go", and would like a 
hand to start making your own kites, please 
give Rodger our Club President a phone call on 
62278357 or you can give me a call on 
64278590 and we will be only too pleased to 
get you started or put another member in con-
tact with you so that you can get your kite un-
derway.  Something shared gives greater pleas-
ure to all concerned. 
So if you think you have a good idea for a dif-
ferent kite, or feel you could make a more tra-
ditional kite perform better, or have an idea for 
a new kite accessory, then just have a go! The 
great thing about being a member of our Tassie 
kite club is that members of our club just love 
to toss ideas about and from personal experi-
ence I have had so much help and feedback 
from members in designing and making my 
own kites, I wouldn't hesitate to ask any of 
them for a "bit of a hand" if I have a problem 
in designing or constructing a new kite.  I am 
certain I would not enjoy my kite making and 
flying anywhere as much as I do if I just stuck 
to my own thoughts and ideas on the subject.  
So don't be shy, if you need a hand just ask an-
other member. I look forward to sharing my 
plans and limited experience with you. 
 
Well the AGM has come and gone and you 
have a new committee to administer the club. I 
said administer not run the club. The club be-
longs to you and your ideas and comments are 
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Secretary’s Report 
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Mr & Mrs Phil McConnachie married 1st April 2002.  Allan & I were thrilled 
to receive an invitation to be with Anne-Marie & Phil on their wedding day.  A 
very happy occasion amongst relatives and old friends.  Anne-Marie con-
ducted while we sang “Let’s Go Fly A Kite”. This bride was no Mary Poppins 
but pure Princess Leah straight out of Star Wars.  Anne Marie and Phil are 
honeymooning in Europe this month attending festivals at Schevening and 
Fano. 

Genevieve 
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Born: OATLANDS TAS – 31st May 1923 
 
Prior to 1965 I’d always had a workshop; sur-
vived the 1940’s Army days (7 years); done 
some architectural drawing; married Barbara and 
had three children; partly built our Taroona wa-
terfront home and played piano – bar music 
(which I’m still doing). That year I built my son, 
Michael a 1.5m box kite, which flew well. But it 
was not until 1977 when I met now fellow Kite 
Flyers of Tasmania (KFT), Life Member, Kent 
Stevenson that I was told –  
“This is a worldwide activity – get yourself a 
Pelham”. 

By 1985 I’d visited Helen Bushell, Trevor 
Coombes and (the late) Tony Johnson, founding 
members of the Australian Kite Association 
(AKA) – Melbourne, of which I’m also a Life 
Member; attended the inaugural Bondi Festival 
of the Winds and seven more since –some as 
guest. In Jan 1985, with a Double Conyne, Cody, 

a Bell Tetrahedral 
and with a lot of as-
sistance from Don 
Sutherland, I flew 
QF1 with Barbara to 
the Singapore Inter-
national Kite Festival. 
 
The Tetra Cell covers 
measure 1.2m along 

each edge and at that stage I was converting these 
to what I believe to be the first four-stick tetra. 
See Kite Lines Winter 88-89 p.44. An accompa-
nying photo shows the 40 cell, 6.5m tall Tetra, 
above Napier,  N.Z. in 1994. Later in 1985, I was 
asked to join the inaugural committee of 
Launceston’s (TAS) World Kiting Festival – 
Australia’s first such International event. I was, 
by just a few months, able to nominate Peter 
Lynn, Martin Lester, Shakib Gunn and (the late) 
Dave Checkley, all of whom I’d met in Singa-
pore, to be the events’ consultants and was asked 
to design a suitable Logo/Kite. 
 
The green and gold 4.5m wide seven winged/
sided box kite – the “Bicentennial Star” – was 
launched in 1986; carried by QANTAS world-
wide and now carries 1000 signatures and good-
will messages on its covers. It arrived back in 
Sydney for the August 1987 Bondi Festival of 
the Winds, from where Japanese Kite Artist Ta-
keshi Nishibayashi (died Dec 1998), and the 
writer commenced a ten week tour of all States, 
Canberra etc: kite making at schools each week 
day and a festival every Saturday – Warana 
QLD, East Point/Darwin N.T., Nedlands WA – 
and Geraldton etc. 
The World Kiting Festival, chaired by late Dr 
Bill Jackson, directed by KFT member Dr Jer-
emy Carson won the State Award for Best Festi-
val, 1988. 
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DAVID CHANDLER 
 

If you wish to find David at a special kite flying day, 
Seek the Australian kite and flags, set back out of the way. 

It’s not hard to find just look to the blue, 
Yes, that’s David’s kite flying, it’s not Uluru.  

He’s a soft spoken man, looking dapper in jeans, 
You’d mistake him for being a young lad in his teens. 
So if you find him and stop for a chat on these days, 

You’ll be amazed at the wealth of experience he conveys.  
He has flown around the world both in planes and with kites, 

He is a man who receives a multitude of invites. 
As a guest he is honoured, at home and far away ports, 

For his knowledge and love of our wonderful sport.   
 

BC 

Meanwhile I’d made several guest appearances – 
Sandringham Festival, Ballarat Begonia Festival, 
kite making workshop at the ICASE – World 
Congress of Science Teachers, Canberra etc. and 
later in 1988, as a Bicentennial event, made a 
five week Kite Making Workshop Invitation 
Tour of Northern Territory – Alice Springs, Her-
mannsburg Mission, Darwin, Groote Eylandt 
etc., and no doubt held the LARGEST class in 
the world? Covering millions of square kilome-
tres – a class, without prior notice, to pupils of 
Katherine School of the Air – Northern Territory 
wide. And many of the kites flew! “How?” did 
you say? Each pupil uses A3 graph paper, with 
numbered lines. I told them, by radio, to cut 
along a line from (say) 6 along to a point 4 
down... and similarly, to cut away the other three 
corners, forming a sled cover etc. 
 
Later, the fleet comprised larger Conynes, then 
Flow form parafoils, lifting a growing number of 
National and State Flags up to 50 sq. metres each 
and of letter flags – up to 60 per line. 
 
1990 March. Attended New Zealand’s first Kite 
Festival at Napier, as Guest ….Feb. Attended  
Geraldton W.A. Kite Festival as Guest. 
 
1991 August. Was flown to Washington State 
International Kite Festival at Long Beach as that  
Year’s Guest. Photos include a line of letter 
flags, part of an award-winning display at Long 
Beach. 

1992 Feb. Was flown, as guest, to the Thailand 
International Kite Festival, celebrating HM 
Queen Sirikit’s 60th Birthday. Add photos – 1. 
Assisted by Thai Army Officers. 2. Evidently the 
Thai, Aust. and Tas. Flags made “most-used vis-
ual on all TV networks.” Foreign flags, small 
ones, are only seen outside foreign embassies.  
 
1994 Attended second NZKF  Napier. 
 
The size of the next ones will diminish but not 
the enthusiasm. A worldwide activity it cer-
tainly is and I value the friendship of hun-
dreds of flyers whom I’ve had the privilege of 
meeting. 
                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                                                    
Must fly     

David Chandler  
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A kite festival in Adelaide is always a pleasure 
to attend.  Annie-Marie back on the job, no 
matter how much flack is thrown her way she 
always bounces back. 
 
This year much of the organisation was taken 
over by Ray Thomas, the AKFA 2002 Presi-
dent.  I can’t believe this man. At Tuesday 
night workshops he works over a cutting table 
then sits at the sewing machine IN A COLLAR 
AND TIE and what’s more he looks comfort-
able. 
 
We collected Kent & Helma from their haci-
enda in Glenelg about 10.30 on Saturday 
morning arriving at Semaphore Beach a little 
after 11am.  It was a lovely day and we had 
chairs, umbrellas, sunscreen, water to drink 
and heaps of kites to fly but where was the 
wind?  On both Saturday and Sunday the wind 
did finally arrive about 1 o’clock.  
 
Allan had his Smiley ☺ faces in the air in 
amongst some stable and colourful deltas.  

Large Cody’s made at the Kite Factory Tues-
day night workshops and lots of parafoils and 
flowforms with long tails.  A Peter Lynn Octo-
pus and Centipede and of the course the Inter-
national guest the Megaray, complete with new 
tail.  A Phil McConnachie made Octopus and 
Mermaid.  I flew Pacman in the early light 
winds and the Cape Baron Goose flew well 
late Sunday afternoon.  
Much wheeling and dealing on the beach on 
Saturday and both an orange octopus and a 
kevin francis spaceship where flown by new 
owners on Sunday. 
 
Anne-Mairie kept up a capable patter for the  

 
 

spectators with particular thanks to the local Mili-
tary Museum that provided their trucks so the 
Megaray could be anchored on the beach.  A quick 
shuffle on Saturday when the tide came in more 
rapidly than expected. 
 
Thankyou to whomever had the idea of the BBQ 
lunch for registered flyers, provided on the beach 
for $5 a head, it was most welcome. 
 
Thirsty work kite flying so after packing up our 
kites on Saturday we headed up to the Federal Ho-
tel to show Kent and Helma where some fun week-
ends have been spent.  Allan didn’t play  the pokies  
but we  did have dinner in the Bistro before going 
back to the beach for the fire works.  Absolutely 
brilliant sound and light show.  Magnificent col-
oured pom-poms and squealing, squiggly swirls – a 
must do. 
 
It was great to chat with old acquaintances.  John 
and Lynne Slater from Geelong with their twisty 
tube tails and lovely star kites.  Michael Richards 
from Sydney who was Chef of the Day.  Bob Daw-
son, kite surfing with the youngsters – he called us  
“those two headed people”.  Bruce and Glenda 
Hawdon, now from northern NSW, drove over for 
the festival.  Julie Killop from Adelaide,  she says 
she will again come to an event in Hobart,  was fly-
ing a lovely bird kite.  Thanks to Julie for her 
‘shade’ the Tasmanians really did appreciate it.  
Henry Armstrong found us and said “hello’ he too 
said he would like to come back to another Hobart 
festival. Warren MacIntosh from NSW – nobody 
but nobody can fly a kite with so much precision 
and ease, never does the kite look as if it’s out of 
control. It was good to see Macka back flying. 
 
Kent unfortunately was not coping well with walk-
ing on the sand but we did manage to walk along to 
the Palais and sit on the terrace, with glass in hand 
and watch the magnificent sun set before going 
into the event dinner and prize presentation.   
A good one again Adelaide.   

GenevieveGenevieve  
  

 
 

 

Adelaide International Kite Festival   2002 

Photos by Kevin Sanders, Genevieve Duhig,  
Kent & Helma Stevenson 
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Adelaide International Kite Festival  2002 



Thursday, December 27, 2001  
Bob Egelko, Chronicle Staff Writer   

San Francisco Chronicle  
 
Pacific Gas and Electric Co. isn't responsible for 
serious injuries a 10-year-old boy suffered when 
he tried to untangle his kite from a 21,000-volt 
power line in Morgan Hill, a state appellate court 
ruled yesterday.  
A state law protects landowners from liability for 
injuries during recreational use of the land, even 
if the owner was negligent, said a three- judge 
Court of Appeal panel in San Francisco. The 
court said the immunity also covered a 
nonowner, like PG&E, that had the right to use 
the land or the space overhead.  
The court also said PG&E was not guilty of will-
ful misconduct -- which could have resulted in 
liability -- even if, as the boy's attorneys argued, 
the utility had known for at least a month that its 
power line hung dangerously and illegally low 
over the property. The utility's conduct was neg-
ligent, at worst, because it posted high-voltage 
signs around its power poles, even if they could-
n't be seen from where the boy stood, the court 
said.  
Attorney Timothy M. Smith said the family of 
Joshua Jackson would appeal to the state Su-
preme Court. Under the ruling, he said, "PG&E 
has zero incentive to maintain their lines to pro-
tect the public."  
There was no immediate comment from PG&E.  
The boy was flying a kite in a friend's backyard 
in April 1998 when the wind blew the kite out of 
his hands and into the power line over adjoining 
land, which was owned by the friend's mother. 
Joshua was injured when he used an aluminum 
pole to try to dislodge the kite.  
Smith said the boy had suffered extensive burns 
and muscle and nerve damage, lost several toes 
and mobility in his hands and fingers, and spent 
more than 70 days in the hospital.  
Upholding San Francisco Superior Court Judge 
David Garcia's dismissal of the suit, the appellate 
court said retrieving a wind-blown kite was part 
of the recreational activity covered by the immu-
nity law.  
"A kite-flyer trusts his instrument to the whims 
and fancies of the wind -- that is the joy of the 
sport," wrote Justice Joanne Parrilli. "But in do-
ing so, he takes a risk that the wind will blow the 
kite in an unintended direction or to an undesired 
location."  

May 2002 
AAP          

Tornado rips through suburbs 
 

A small tornado ripped through eastern Adelaide 
yesterday morning, damaging homes and causing 
flash floods and power cuts. 
 
“We suspect that’s associated with a tornado 
which moved through that area around 10am,”  
Bureau of Meteorology senior forecaster Tom 
Boeck said “We had a thunderstorm and wind 
warning out for that time, so it wasn’t unex-
pected.” 
 
Severe winds also caused trouble off Adelaide’s 
southern beaches with the SA Sea Rescue Squad-
ron responding to a call for help in the waters off 
Seacliff. A Kite surfer blown 1.5km off-shore 
was picked up by a sea rescue launch while two 
kayakers who tried to help were escorted back to 
shore. 

I wondered if you would be interested in my 
website on S.F.Cody. www.sfcody.org.uk 
 
I was looking at your kite magazine on the inter-
net as I take an interest in all things Tasmanian 
now as my son, who designed the Cody website 
now lives in Latrobe. 
I hope you like the website.       

 
 
            Good wishes 
         Jean Roberts 
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