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Membership fees 
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Web Address 

http://fly.to/kft 
  

    Diary Dates 
                      

 December 26th 
    KiteFlyers Picnic     

Meecroft Park  - Devonport 
  
 

2002 
 

January 26th, 27th & 28th 
Bin-A-Long Weekend © 

On the beach -  Binalong Bay, St. Helens 
 

February 17th 
Kites Over The Bluff 

 Meercroft Park  - Devonport 
 
 

March  - last week 
Adelaide  Kite Festival 

Semaphore Beach 

 
Fly Days 

 
1st Sunday of the month 

Queens Domain  - Hobart 
12 pm onwards 

Rodger Willows 0427 278 640 
 

2nd Sunday of the month 
Meecroft Park  -  Devonport 

2 pm onwards 
Dot Priestley   6424 4803 

 
3rd Sunday of the month 

Binalong Bay Beach  -  St. Helens 
10 am onwards 

Robert Brasington  6376 1667 
  

 
New Members 

 
    Peter Baynes                                        Hobart 
    Lindon & Sheryl Dorrington               Hobart 
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G’day, 
 
“*#@+&%$@#*” editor 

wants me to make something up for the newslet-
ter. Doesn’t he know that there’s not much going 
on in  my   cerebral   cortex,  even less  crossing  
my medulla oblongata! 
 
Think? Ah yes, wasn’t it a wonderful day a “Fly 
@ 42° South”. Really Genevieve you should be 
congratulated on organising such a wonderful 
day. Congratulations and thankyou for all 
your hard work! I must apologise for not being 
more prompt in my expression of gratitude. Who 
else remembered? 
How did you manage to order the weather?  
 
Hopefully Michael Richards will spread the word 
about what a wonderful place Tassie really is, 
and that might translate into added participants 
for the next festival. 
 
Malcolm I must say is turning out some wonder-
ful new expressions of his artistic talent (look out 
Tony Rice), as is Allan with his Mr Men, al-
though as in most family situations, there ap-
peared to  be quite a bit of squabbling and jos-
tling for prominence going on! Rob’s rainbow 
striped train of Della Portas was fabulous too! 
From a personal perspective (what “p” can I use 
next?), I found that the stimulation of having a 
gathering of familiar faces (anymore “f’s”?), and 
great conditions has caused me to become more 
active on the kite finishing mode. 
 
Who knows I might even have something new at 
Devonport! 
 
New Zealand appears to be exerting a pull on 
several of our members. Au revoir Don, Marina 
and Izzy, write and tell us of your exploits. 
There you go Mr “#@+&%$@#” editor stick that 
in your newsletter and print it!!! 
Who needs drugs when you can fly a kite! 
  
 
 

Rodger 

Presidents Report 

Coming up on the 12th De-
cember is the 100th Anni-
versary of Marconi's first 
transmission of a radio 
signal across the Atlantic. 
Marconi deployed kites to 
lift the aerials into the sky.   
Most kite flyers are aware of this, but do you 
know where the first radio transmission in the 
Southern Hemisphere was conducted in 1906?   It 
took place about 2 kilometres from where I sit 
typing this column for the newsletter.  
That’s right, from East Devonport to Victoria on 
the 12th July.  Provided the weather is OK I have 
arranged with members of the Tasmanian Ama-
teur Radio Association to re-enact the Marconi 
radio transmission from Devonport to who knows 
where?  

On Saturday or Sunday 8th/9th December we will 
be using a Baden-Powell Manlifter look-a-like 
(look it up in your Pelham) to hoist the aerial. 
The radio boffins have already talked to the radio 
hams in Newfoundland, Canada, and they have 
sent this photo of Marconi's kite. Yes it looks just 
like the Rokkaku and that is what I will probably 
use to lift the 270' wire for the radio transmission. 
Local radio, press and TV all have shown inter-
est. Are you interested in joining in this historic 
kite event too? Club members are invited to come 
along and assist. Phone me (64278590) and I will 
keep you updated.                                Malcolm 

Marconi Fly Day 
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 Hello again. 
 
Isn't it great that the warm 
weather and the winds have 
arrived and we can go out for 
a fly?  It seemed that the kite 
season had arrived when I 
noticed that the Launceston 
and Hobart festivals were 
upon us and it was time to 

launch into a busy kite season again. It started for 
me at Burnie in October when the Active Austra-
lia people organised an event at Burnie and the 
APPM invited the club to fly in front of the pulp. 
I had driven past the pulp mill many times but 
was unaware there is a nice beach to fly on hid-
den behind the belt of trees that line the road op-
posite to the mill. Eileen, Flocky, Dot and my-
self attended and despite winds that suddenly 
gusted to gale force and then just as suddenly 
dropped to zero, we had a great day. The oppor-
tunity to put colour into the spring sky has a great 
effect on one's enthusiasm and for us the kite sea-
son had started. Time to go a little kite crazy, eat 
the sun, and wear a kite smile and all those other 
kite metaphors for enjoying kite flying. 

In this issue of  Taskite you will find some pho-
tos of the Box Kite Workshop. Since the inau-
gural workshop, the club  has purchased some 
Indonesian balsa wood and I have cut it up into 
strips for the longerons. Help!! Does anyone 
have some storage space for this project? My ga-
rage is bursting at the seams. An offer to help 
store some of the materials would be appreciated. 
Please contact me. Soon!! 
 
 

 
Christmas will soon be here and that 

means Dot's Day on Boxing Day at Devonport. 
Dot as usual will host afternoon tea and if you 
have ever made the effort to come to Devonport 
on the 26th. December, then you will know what 
a wonderful day this is. Slow down after the rush 
of Christmas by relaxing and flying a kite. Its 
BYO lunch, at Meercroft Park flying from 10.30 
until afternoon teatime. It’s back to Dot's for tea 
and cakes. Dot looks forward to it, so do we, and 
we would love to see you there. Don't miss it. 
 
Insurance premiums had risen as expected, but 
AMP (thanks to Kites over the Bluff announcer 
Bill Wilson) has given us a very generous pre-
mium and we now have a policy with cover for 
$10,000,000. However, it is timely to remind 
members that the policy does not cover acts of 
negligence and only covers members at sanc-
tioned club events. It does not cover members 
using kite buggies. 
 
         A big welcome to new members  
Peter Baynes and Linden & Sheryl Dorrington all 
of Hobart. 
 

Fly @ 42°° South National Kite Festival  
was a beauty!  Although designated for the Sun-
day, for club members, the festival got underway 
on the Saturday afternoon with a working bee to 
make the ground ready and set up a display in the 
club rooms. As soon as this was done, out came 
the kites and you could not have  wished for a 
more perfect afternoon. Light winds and a warm 
sun.  The Barbecue/Auction was held at the 
grounds and the bar was open. It was a superb 
evening and everyone enjoyed themselves. Bid-
ding was enthusiastic when the Dutch Auction 
was held (Don was auctioneer) and many a bar-
gain was to be had. Thank you Helma for mak-
ing that awesome, enormous Black Forest Cake, 
it was totally delicious. Thank you too, to mem-
bers who donated items for the auction.  
Next morning the flags and feathers were put up, 
the club gazebos erected and the festival had sun 
and wind! The crowds started arriving, the jazz 
band played, the sausages and hamburgers did 
not stop. The winds fluctuated in strength, one 
minute there was none next they gusted. Who 
cared? We just flew our kites and had a ball. 
Guest from Sydney Michael Richards flew a 
wide selections of kites ranging from deltas to  
 

Secretary’s Report 
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giant sea life inflatables, legs & torsos by Mar-
tin Lester, stunt kites and even a fighter. Mi-
chael shared lots of hints with us and I am sure 
he even went back to Sydney with a few new 
ones. Great to meet up with you Michael and 
we look forward to meeting with you again 
soon. 
 
Wolfram and Hildergarde have sent their 
lovely kite to us from Germany, and it is in the 
tender care  of   Helma  who  will make sure it  
is flown for them as often as possible at club 
events. 
 
The festival review cannot close without men-
tioning the wonderful work that Adelin, Danica 
and Breanna Geer have done (again) in selling 
raffle tickets for us. It has been during the last 
five festivals that I have seen these young ladies 
quietly and without fuss sell lots of tickets for 
us. Congratulations young ladies, we are in-
debted to you.  Thank you also club members 
for getting behind the raffle and selling your 
book. As a result the club has done well finan-
cially and the best news is that the majority of 
prizes went to club members! Thank you to the 
club members who donated such great prizes. 
 
                    What's coming up?  

Dot's Day at Devonport (December 26th.) 
Australia Day Long Weekend in January 

hosted by Rob and Tracey at Binalong Bay    
Devonport Kite Festival  (17th. February) 

 
Well, that brings me to the end of my column, 
so enjoy the newsletter (Allan has done a fabu-
lous job), enjoy the Christmas festive season, 
have a peaceful and joy filled New Year and I 
look forward to flying with you soon. 

Malcolm 

Secretary’s Report  

Dear Geneviève, dear Allan, 

I am so sorry to write you so late, but I had to do so 
much the last weeks.  

Thank you for the page in the website of the KFT. 
It is very good and Hildegard and I are very proud 
to be members of the club. I send our Kite for the 
meeting at Wentworth Park to Helma and Kent and 
I hope that the weather will be good the 4th of No-
vember. Tomorrow you will have your meeting at 
Launceston and perhaps Helma and Kent will be 
there and will have the kite in their luggage.  

I think you know we will arrive Hobart next year 
the 12th of July and we will bring some new kites 
with us.  

At the moment I make a 10 m² double Pearson 
Roller for KAP and in favour of the children of 
Kolumbia I will try to make 25 new kites for the 
next meeting at Fanø. It will be another kite of 
Steiff that never went into production. 

With the best wishes 

Hildegard and Wolfram 

 Roloplan No. 180/3                                             
Historical reproduction for  Kite Flyers of Tasmanian 

Email from Germany 
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Ken and Greta are home safely from the USA. 
Ken has sold his Long Beach property and 
brought home all his kites.    
Robert and Tracey were due to fly home on 
Sept.11th. Their stay in the USA lengthened by 
10 days. They were back for the Launceston 
festival and it was good to see them safe and 
sound.  

Good to have you all back safe and sound  - eded 
 

The Daily News—Washington 

Eyes have it at kite championships 
 
It happened Saturday in Long Beach: The pro-
verbial elephant flew. 
Pudgy blue legs thrust out and Dumbo ears 
puffed with the wind, a life sized pachyderm 
floated above the sand at the Northwest Stunt 
Kite Championships. 
 
Elephants weren’t the only things flying at the 
beach Saturday. A 90 foot gecko lofted above a 
40 foot teddy bear. A wind filled soccer ball the 
size of a shed bounced on the beach. Bigger and 
brighter than a school bus, a multicolored crea-
ture everyone called “the slug” loomed over 
spectators. 
 
The creatures may be spectacles, but the real 
action is in the stunt and precision competitions 
with smaller trimmer kites. 
“Other people come and just join in and fly 
their kites for fun.” said event coordinator 

Genny Forsberg. 
Competitors at Long Beach, most from Wash-
ington and Oregon, are vying for a spot this 
weekend in the Grand National Stunt Kite 
Championships to be held in Billings, Mont., 
this fall, Forsberg said. 

 
 

 
“They really are fun to fly,” said Olympia kite 
builder Rodger Maddy, flying a kite from the side-
line of a precision competition. Twelve lines ex-
tended from Maddy’s body… four from his hips 
and four from each hand -  to a three-piece 
“Kilroy” kite. 
 
The eyes, nose and fingers of the war-era cartoon 
peek over an imaginary fence, And, when found a 
good target Kilroy’s caricature became a mario-
nette in the wind, menacing tents, port-a-potties 
and clusters of onlookers, tapping shoulders and 
poking his bulbous nose into everyone’s business. 
“That’s the cool thing about this” he said “to inter-
act with the kids and whatever.” 
Maddy said he just built the kite, “I’ve had this guy 
six pr seven hours. I won’t get good with this kite 
until I’ve flown it probably 100 hours.” 
 
Up the beach, a few hobbyists bantered in the 
shadow of their “crown” kites—28 feet in diameter 
and spinning just above the sand like Ferris wheels 
without spokes. 
 
“We think if kites are fun, then big kites are more 
fun,” said David Gomberg of Lincon City, Oregon, 
 
“It just feels good,” said Portland man Alan 
Tauber, owner of the 16 foot blue elephant. Tauber 
sported a shirt reading “KITE FLYING FOOL.” 
His wife, Denise Tauber, proudly claimed the role 
of  “dutiful kite wife.” 
 
Said Hillsboro, Oregon, kite flyer Rod Thrall:  
“One thing about kite flying is, once you’ve got (a 
kite), the wind is free.”  

 

Long Beach 



  
28th October 

  
Launceston was lots of fun. The forecast for the 
Sunday was pretty accurate and we had fine windy 
weather in the morning, but the thunderclouds were 
building up and by 3.00pm it rained. Still, we had a 
great time and so did the thousands who attended. It 
is always great to see so many families flying kites 
at this festival. As usual there was plenty of enter-
tainment for the families and lots of kites to fly. 
Congratulations to the organisers 
 
 
Kevin and Barbara have moved to the East Coast. 
Kevin has washed up his brushes with the paint sales 
business, sold up the Launceston house and is look-
ing forward to a relaxing summer with Barbara fly-
ing on those lovely East Coast beaches.  
 
 
We need Launceston members.  Any one in the 
club knows kite flyers there and interested in the ac-
tivity and keen enough to join up? 
 

Malcolm 
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Heritage Forest Festival of Kites 

Photo courtesy of The Examiner 
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1988 – Was it in Kensington Gardens or on the 
moors of Scotland.  I can’t remember which 
came first but certainly that Northern Spring was 
my initial experience with kites of more than one 
string. 
My son was based in London but working across 
Europe and North America.  Long hard hours on 
tours of up to three months duration.  He had dis-
covered the Quad line Rev 1 and a lovely French 
dual line kite called a Little Sister.  A spare mo-
ment in a park across the road from his accom-
modation and these kites would give him much 
needed rest and relaxation. 
 
1990  - Scott came home for a Christmas visit 
and by this time his collection of kites was in 
need of running repairs.  Out came the sewing 
machine and in a short time they were back in the 
air this time flying from the grounds near the 
Cenotaph here in Hobart.  Probably the first time 
a Rev had been flown in Tassie. 
Quite how many kites I have sewn since then  I 
couldn’t guess but somewhere in that time I have 

managed to build up a small collection of non-
commercial kites just for me. 
 
 
1993 - Attended my first kite festival, Adelaide’s 
“A Concert of Kites”.   An attempt was made at 
this event to form an Australian National Kiting 
body.  To this day one has not been established. 
During the slower winter months of the first year 
of Enigma Kites having retail premises I  bor-
rowed  the green and gold Cody made for and 
flown at the 1988 Bi-centennial World Kite Fes-
tival held in Launceston here in Tasmania. After 
much use of the book of Pelham and probably 
too many rows of stitching my royal blue Cody is 
the result.  There was a promise of one per year 
to make a train !!!! 

 
 
1995 - In this year Kite Flyers of Tasmania was 
re-formed  - a motley lot, we had single line en-
thusiasts, probably more dual line flyers and an 
Indian Fighter Kite devotee.  Once again there 
was a regular fly day, on the first Sunday of 
every month, here in Hobart.  
  
 
1996 - In July of that year Enigma Kites was 
contacted by the Hobart City Council with a view 
to holding a kite festival as part of the Summer 



Page 9 TASKITE 

 
 

GENEVIEVE 
 

Well what a woman, I must remark, 
As on this ditty I embark. 

I would never have enough time you see,  
To extol this lady who is our own “G” 
“Matriarch” doesn’t sound too bold,  
For she keeps us all within the fold, 
She just won’t let our interest wane, 

Or KFT go down the drain. 
“Kites out of Cupboards” was a brilliant thought,  

To renew public interest in our sport. 
She inspires local councils to have a go,  
To invest in giving people a kiting show. 

She has a fetish evident at her digs,  
Which consists of a multitude of pigs.   

Porkers sitting up or lying, 
She even has a pink one flying.   

We know exactly what it means, 
All the work you do behind the scenes.  

The things that just for us you do, 
Genevieve please know that WE LOVE YOU! 

BC 

Festival.  I knew I was to spend a Summer Holi-
day in the UK so decided to attend the Bristol 
Kite Festival in early Sept.  This I viewed as a  
‘look and learn’ exercise with everything that 

moved captured on video.  
1997 - With the help of my daughter Merryn we 
presented the first of four annual and very suc-
cessful “Kites out of Cupboards” kite festivals on 
the Domain here in Hobart, Tasmania. 
 
1998 - Another Summer Holiday in the UK this 
time again taking in the Bristol Kite Festival and 

a week later across the English Channel for three 
days to the Dieppe Festival in France. 
 
1999 - Attended the Adelaide International Kite 
Fest in March as winner of the KFT Best Kite 
Competition.  Entered my Shirone Edo in the 
Hargrave Trophy and achieved 2nd place behind 
fellow Tasmanian flyer Robert Brasington.  
 
 
2000 - Although not in the photos - I had the 
camera  - I too was part of the group of KFT fly-
ers who were present on the summit of Mt Wel-
lington to be part of the BBC/ABC World Tele-
cast of First Light 2000. 
This year I determined to slow down on kiting 
activities and not to be available for Sec/
Treasurer for a 4th year, what did the members do 
but elect me Y2K President. 
 

Genevieve  2000 
  



     What a day! 
 
The weather and wind 
could not have been bet-
ter, with a fair wind and 
sunshine beaming down 
on an estimated 3,000 
plus excited kite flyers 
of all ages gathered at 
Wentworth Park to join 

in on the 2nd Annual ‘Fly @ 40º Degrees South 
Kite Festival’. 
It was a great day spent beneath the canopy of 
kites from the public, as well as the specialist 
Kite Magic ‘Wind Things’; fish windsocks, spin-
nies and birds, and the larger sharks, whales, oc-
topus, and manta rays.  
The delighted sounds of young children wel-
comed Michael Richard’s ‘trilobite’ kite as it fell 
to the ground, engulfing the children playing on 
the flying field.  

Children’s stories were told in the ‘flying saucer’ 
kite that was anchored to the ground in mid field. 
An exhausted Genevieve Duhig, main organiser 
of the event was delighted at the success of the 
day.  
“The weather could not have been better, and the 
turnout from the public fantastic,” said Gene-
vieve.  
 
And while much of the credit lies with her and 
her fellow organisers from Kite Flyers Tasmania, 
Genevieve was prolific in her thanks to the Cla-
rence Council in their sponsorship support of the 
event, and the work of Robin Pulford and Wendy 
Moles (Council events officers) in assisting with 
the organisation of the event. 
 
“Our sponsors really need to be thanked,” she 
said, “and  without  them we  could not  have had  

 

the  successful  turnout we have  enjoyed  today.” 
Other sponsors of the event were the Eastern 
Shore Sun, Win TV, Shoreline Shopping Centre, 
Clarence United Soccer Club, Enigma Kites and 
Kite Flyers Tasmania. 
A highlight of the day was the Rokkaku 
(Japanesse Fighter Kite) Challenge. Five teams 
made up of a member of Kite Flyers Tasmania 
and a member of the public fought it out in the 
sky  above  the crowd  to determine who  was the  
Rokkaku supremo for 2001. Rodger Willows, 
flying a yellow 1.5-metre fighting kite won the 
day to the applause of the crowd. Don Sutherland 
refereed the event to international rules. 

And while all the activity was going on in the air, 
Clem Meehan’s Dixieland Express entertained 
with Jazz, enthusiasts traded tips on how to im-
prove their kite flying abilities, children were 
coached on how best to get their kites aloft, and 
the Eastern Shore Sun/Cancer Council tent plied 
a lather of sunscreen on attendees on the 25 de-
gree day. 

Peter Derkley 
Eastern Shore Sun 
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 Fly@42º South 
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Photos courtesy of the  
EASTERN SHORE SUN 



 
 

hanging in the main arcade at the Shoreline 
Shopping Centre in Howrah.   More laughs when 
we took them down with help from  Don & Ma-
rina, Rodger and Flocky. An early start to the fes-
tival !! 

There was also a display in the State Library at 
Rosny Park.   Exposure of this kind I am sure 
helped to bring the many families to our event. 
Thankyou Allan.  We all know of his reputation 
as a Grumble Bum but not many of you know of 
the hours he spent on the computer designing the 
posters and flyers and in particular the montage 
of KFT  members used  on the 2002 calendar that  
he created for you for the event social night.  

This provided great entertainment with members 
being allowed time to study the picture and then 
asked to answer a series of questions.  Greta, as 
winner, was the recipient of an elegant piece of 
timber sculpture created and donated by Mal-
colm.   
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 Fly@42º South  
 

A  few days after Fly @ 42º South I asked those 
who matter, at the CCC,  if they were pleased 
with the outcome of the event.  They turned it 
back on me and asked was I pleased.  “Very” was 
my reply. 
Lots of agonising and lots of laughs – Rodger on 
top of a 2 meter  ladder which was on top of a 2 
meter scaffold.   

Quite what Kent and I thought we could do to 
help, if he fell, I don’t know.  The result was a 
pleasing display of posters and kites which had 
been made by Kent, Malcolm, Allan and myself,   



 
 
Mal also provided the kite 
trophies for our event guest 
Michael Richards and our 
sponsors.  Thankyou Mal-
colm.  There are a few cal-
endars still available - $5ea 

plus postage, please call me. 
My thanks too must go to Peter Derkley from the 
Eastern Shore Sun who was our compare for the 
day, the support from Peter and staff was greatly 
appreciated. 

I must mention the crew from  the soccer club 
who provided the main meal for us on the Satur-
day night. The unpredictability  of the weather 
made me choose an indoor venue and from the 
general comments on the evening the right deci-
sion was made.  Thanks to Jan, Gary and John. 
 
On ‘the day’.  The day belongs to you the mem-
bers.  Your attendance and  your kites provide 
the colour and movement which make the pic-
tures in the sky. You are responsible for the end 
result.  Thankyou all. 

Genevieve 
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 Fly@42º South 

 
Winners of the KFT raffle drawn at 3pm  

on Sun 4th Nov 2001.  
 
1st  Prize    Don Sutherland—Hobart 
2nd Prize    Rita Brothers—Devonport 
3rd Prize    Robert Brasington—St Helens 
4th Prize    Kevin Collings—Scamander 
5th Prize    P Grey—Campbelltown 
6th Prize    G Stockton—Launceston 



Flocky Slide Ruling 

A woman’s work is never done 

Working hard ! 
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KFT MEETING  
EXTRAORDINAIRE 

 
Campbelltown’s the meeting place, 

Where kiting people show their face. 
After an ample morning tea, 

We assemble to discuss our policy. 
Then when Rodger gives the gong,  

To the kitchen we once more throng.  
Next onto workshop to create, 

A thousand box kites, give or take. 
Izzy, Marina, Kev. and Dave, 

Cut some Mylar, you must be brave. 
Then All. assumes the cutting position, 

And introduces a competition.  
Malcolm our roving photographer,  

Takes candid shots and stops to confer. 
Genevieve and the Pres. engage in  

experimentation, 
To ensure they don’t sully their reputation. 

Flocky measures in imperial lengths, 
Rocket science not ranking in his strengths. 

Don and Kevie, “What a team!” 
Ironing Mylar without steam. 

A lovely couple don’t you think? 
They share a history, nudge, nudge,  

wink, wink. 
Allan our expert is ironing away, 

When Don and Kevin spoil his day, 
They’ve turned him off and left him cool, 
His edges won’t stick, that’s really cruel. 

Marina keeps a controlling eye,  
Whilst Dot and Barbie watch close by. 

All in all we’re pretty damn clever, 
Will we get the record, EVER!!! 

BC 

“Once you have flown, you will walk with your eyes turned skyward, for there you have 
been, and there you long to return." Leonardo Da Vinci 


