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             Diary Dates 
                    2001 

September 7th  - 9th 
Festival of the Winds 

Bondi 
 

 October 28th 
Heritage Forest Festival of Kites 

Launceston 
                   

  November 3rd & 4th 
Fly @ 42° South 

Wentworth Park  - Howrah 
 

 December 26th 
    KiteFlyers Picnic     

Meecroft Park  - Devonport 
 
 

2002 
 

January 26th, 27th & 28th 
Bin-A-Long Weekend © 

On the beach -  Binalong Bay, St. Helens 
 

February 17th 
Kites Over The Bluff 

 Meercroft Park  - Devonport 
 

March 21st  - 24th 
Rotorua World Festival of Kites 

Arawa Park Racecourse 
 

March  - last week 
Adelaide International Kite Festival 

Semaphore Beach 

Committee 
 
          President               Rodger Willows      
          Vice President       Allan Parish  
          Secretary               Malcolm Dick         
          Treasurer               Genevieve Duhig    
      
Kevin Collings      Dot Priestley          Flocky Bock        
Eileen Stagg          Don Sutherland      Helma Stevenson 
David Geer   
           
   Life Members                                       Auditor 
Helma  Stevenson                                 Bryan Duhig 
Kent Stevenson 
David Chandler 
 
Taskite Editor/Web Design               Allan Parish  
 

Fly Days 
 

1st Sunday of the month 
Queens Domain  - Hobart 

12pm onwards 
Rodger Willows 6227 8640 

 
2nd Sunday of the month 

Meecroft Park  -  Devonport 
2pm onwards 

Dot Priestley  - 6424 4803 
 

3rd Sunday of the month 
Binalong Bay Beach  -  St. Helens 

10am onwards 
Robert Brasington 6376 1667 

 
4th Sunday of the month 

Royal Park - Launceston 
1 -  4pm 

Kevin Collings 6344 5850 
 

Membership fees 
  

Single            $20 
Family           $25 
Group            $30 

 
Please forward to 
The Treasurer 

PO Box 1177 ROSNY PARK 7018 
 

Taskite Editor 
P.O.Box 1177  

Rosny Park 
Tasmania    7018 

Fax (03) 6244 2903 
Email : parish@southcom.com.au 

 
A Letter from DOT PRIESTLEY 

 
A Big Thank You Everyone. 

 
After my short spell in hospital I am "up, up, and away" 
and back to my old self. 
I did intend to keep my hospital visit quiet, but had to let a 
couple of kite friends know that I would be away for a few 
days. 
My thanks to everyone for the lovely cards, flowers, visits, 
phone calls etc. Thank you. 
In the words of Barb. Collings "a spring chicken I am defi-
nitely not"  but I hope to be about for a long time yet, after 
all, I won't be 100 for another 22 years!!. Can you all live 
with that? 
Thank you every one 
Good flying      Dot 

Sure can…..ed 
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It was a pleasure to get together with some of the club mem-
bers while I was in Hobart recently for an informal fly and a 
chat over a coffee and cake. Going out for an unplanned fly 
with a few friends is one of the many joys of kiting. No doubt 
many of you have had this pleasure. It was repeated again 
when Dot accompanied me to Launceston and we met up 
with Barbara and Kevin Collings at Royal Park (the clubs 
new fly day venue on the fourth Sunday every month). Al-
though the winds dropped away the moment we took our 
kites out of the cars, we still enjoyed a very pleasant after-
noon sitting in the sun, chatting about kites and just enjoying 
being there. 
 
Dot Priestley had a short stay in hospital in July, and the club 
sent her flowers and a kite shaped get-well-soon, card. Dot 
was delighted to receive them and thanks members who rang 
to wish her a speedy recovery.  
 
Ken and Greta Linn are in the U.S.A.; they have their house 
at Long Beach on the market, and will be coming back to 
Tassie in time for the festival at Hobart. 
 
I'm pleased to welcome new members to our club. Wolfram 
and Hildegard Wannrich from Germany have joined us. In a 
recent letter, they send all members their best wishes. Wolf-
ram writes that he had been very busy making kites for the 
Fano festival and he now has orders for 22 Roloplan Kites. 
Wolfram will try to have a special kite made and at the Cla-
rence festival in November. It will be a Roloplan and will 
have three wings in sun-yellow, red and green. At the mo-
ment, Wolfram and Hildegard are on holidays at the East Sea 
north of Germany. They will be coming to Tasmania for four 
weeks next July 2002.  
 
Genevieve Duhig has been to Adelaide and reports that she 
visited Anne Marie Parry and Phil McConnachie of the Kite 
Factory. Annie said that it is pretty certain there will be an 
Adelaide festival next year. Some of the club members will 
be going over and as they say…the more the merrier. If you 
want a great time, see fabulous kites, meet great people, then 
plan to go. 
 
Robert and Tracey Brasington are off to the USA and will be 
taking in the Long Beach International kite Festival again and 
then they will be doing kite business after the festival.  
 
Australian Paper is having an event at Burnie Beach in front 
of the paper mill on 20th. October as part of the "Burnie 
Alive" weekend of activities. The club has been asked to put 
on a display. If any of the N.W members can make it on the 
day I would like to hear from you in advance (6427 8590) 

Malcolm Dick 
P.O.Box 615 
Devonport    7310 
Email : devonport@stallards.net.au 

and to meet up with you at 10am to 2pm on the day. This is 
a great opportunity to promote the club on the NW and 
Burnie in particular. I am sure the club will receive some 
paper in return, which will be put to good use by the secre-
tary and the newsletter editor. 
 
During July I attended on behalf of the club, a seminar in 
Devonport. Sponsored by the Devonport City Council, the 
seminar was on running special events. The talk was full of 
relevant information for our festivals and copies of the talk 
will be forwarded to Kevin and Genevieve shortly. If you 
would like a copy also, let me know and I will get one to 
you. 
 
Don't forget SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 2nd. That's the spe-
cial General Meeting at Campbell Town and also the 
kite workshop. We need a good roll up. Please support 
your club and come along. 
 
I'm looking forward to seeing you on the flying fields. 

Malcolm Dick 
 
 

And now it's time for a bit of  
Blatant commercialism. 

 
The club still has items of KFT apparel left and only a few 
very lucky members will have the last chance to purchase 
one of these exclusive and now hard to find items. You 
won't see these items of clothing being worn around the fly-
ing fields of USA or Europe!! Don't miss out. This is your 
window of opportunity to own a genuine Tasmanian made, 
not tested on animals, pure polyester/cotton Tee or Polo 
Top. 
Is there no end to this amazing offer? . Not only do you get 
the garment, but you also receive a genuine screen-printed 
club logo in dazzling white printed on the front of each 
piece. Yes, it almost sounds too good to be true! So hurry. 
Order now. Send a cheque or PO to the secretary, or pay 
and collect at the workshop. 
Choose from: 
 

The fabulous KITE FLYERS OF TASMANIA 
TEE-SHIRT $15 

Be noticed on the field this summer  
in this cool little number  

 
The stunning KITE FLYERS OF TASMANIA 

POLO TOP $28.50 
Luxury warmth on the field or ideal  

evening wear for that apres-fly club barbecue 
 or kite auction. 

 
Add $4.50 if you would prefer your Tee or Polo Top sent 
by Redline Coach, or you may order, pay, and collect your 

Secretary’s Report 

Devonport Fly Day now 2nd Sunday of the Month 
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A week in Italy? well I suppose 
somebody had to do it and, so when 
the chance came along to do a kite 
festival there it was an offer too good 
to refuse. Days in the sun, evenings 
in the tavernas all with friends, yes  
please.  
 

  The first weekend was pretty savage weather but come 
Monday the more normal Italian spring weather came along 
and all was more than happy with what was dished out. Seven 
days of no wind until  midday and then as if by magic the old 
sea breezes kicked in for the afternoon and evening of stun-
ning flying. Ten to twelve knots onshore,  25 degrees and 
some absolutely wonderful kite constructors and kite painters 
filling the skies. 
 
Cervia is known as a kite artists festival and to many that may 
sound pretentious, but after seeing  what working artists do 
with kites it will change even the most sceptical.  To me the 
high light was an ex town planner from Finland, Marten Bon-
destam and his wife Kati, who stole the show on the beach 
with their recycled kites during the day and at night with their 
stone percussion exploits. Marten collects rubbish, plastic, 
Styrofoam anything from the beaches around his home and 
converts it into kites, crude by modern standards but extra, 
extra cool. Witches flying on broomsticks, ladies and gentle-
men  kites dancing on the stage are all part of Martens world. 
A wonderfully refreshing view on kite flying. From the same 
part  of the world was Johan Hallin, a Swede, who crafts kites 
from swan feathers using the skeletal chest plate of the bird 
for the frame of the kite. Macabre it may sound, but  Johan 
beautifully  and  gracefully put another life into what would 
normally be just another dead animal on his local beach. 
 
Centre stage was frequented throughout the week by artists 
who chose to put their work on kites. Gintaus from Lithuania 
flew a kite which was inspired by the traditional spinning 
wheels of his home country. Made from Tyvec and decorated 
with lead pencil, paint and lacquer this kite truly represented 
the style of Cervia. Kisa and Anke from Germany worked 
their single and quad line kites all week to the amusement of 
the crowd. And Robert Trepanier worked his magic with his 
quad lined Tasmanian tiger chasing anybody game enough to 
get in his way. Jan Houtermans and Gabi Druecky, no 
stranger to the land of the long weekend, was there with his 
incredibly delicate washi and bamboo miniatures, ideal for 
the light midday breezes. Over 20 countries were represented  
and the respective kites were as individual as the country it-
self. Evenings usually degenerated to loads of food, wine and 
beer in the local café, all amazingly inexpensive and a all 
amazingly good food all for about  $15 to $20 Aust. per per-
son. A truly great way to kill 10 days. But all good things 
must end and going across the channel was a real crash land-
ing . 
 
England is such a let down after Italy. After fighting one’s 
way through the filth of Heathrow and London, the fresh 
ocean wind of Weymouth, on the south coast, was somewhat 
a relief. The 3-day  kite festival is put on by the Weymouth 

council and is, in my opinion, the best beach bash in the 
UK. Generally always winds and this year was no excep-
tion.  The northerlies blew in at 30 Knots, but at least they 
were onshore, but it was so cold. All one could do was sit 
in the beach tent and hold on to the smallest kite you had. 
The company was excellent, meeting up with old friends 
from way back and meeting and maybe a little too much of 
the good things in life but a memorable weekend. 
 
The following weekend was an event in Oosdunkirke on 
the coast in Belgium, the scene of many excellent wasted 
weekends in the past. Somewhat quiet this time around but 
enjoyable none the less. Great inexpensive food  in very, 
very good restaurants, and each has about 300 types of 
beer, a Belgium specialty. Oh yes,  the kite flying wasn’t 
bad either. 
 
The next weekend was the Baiter Park picnic Sunday put 
on by the Poole kite flyers. Fantastic little kite fly and again 
so nice to meet up with people I had not seen for some 10 
years. Tracey and I were founding members of the Poole 
kite flyers  and for this weekend Tracey was with me so it 
was kinda like visiting our roots. My old kite flying buddy, 
Simon, came along, another founding member and although  
only a one dayer, it was still most enjoyable. At that point I 
decided I had had enough of kites for a while so we cruised 
the south and west coast of Wales for a week or so. As 
beautiful as that part  of the world is, I really wanted to go 
home. I had been away for over 5 weeks and being in Eng-
land for nearly 4 weeks of that is enough to test the resolve 
of the best of us, so I’m out of here.      
                                                                       Robert 
 
 
 
 
More about Cervia Italy International Festival 2001 can be 
found at 

http://www.bhc.com/cervia/index.html 
 

A Busman’s Holiday By Robert Brasington 
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A Busman’s Holiday 

Gintauas Lithuania Jan - Houterman Kisa and Anke 

Shell Trepanier 

Marten Bondestam Robert Trepanier 

George 
Peters 
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The Examiner June 25, 2001 

 

Answer to puzzle blowing 
in the wind 

 
Researchers in the US desert are attempting to solve 
a riddle of the ancient world. 
 
Researches used a mammoth kite yesterday to set  a 
3105kg obelisk upright, a feat they say demonstrates 
that ancient Egyptians may have harnessed the wind to 
move even the most massive of stones. 

It took two tries but less than five minutes before the 
reinforced obelisk, which had been prone on the ground 
was raised by the tug of a brightly coloured parachute 
modified to fly like a kite in the stiff Mojave Desert 
wind. 
 
“It’s a heck of a lot easier lifting it with the wind than it 
is pushing it or pulling it,” Californian business consult-
ant Maureen Clemmons, who has spent the last four 
years spearheading the project, said. 
 
The feat required just two people to fly the 9m kite, 
which provided an estimated 180kg of thrust as it 
danced in the winds up to 25kmh. A complex system of 
pulleys provided enough mechanical assistance to make 
the task possible. 
Ms Clemmons, 44 said the idea for wind power to move 
heavy objects came to her in 1997 after she read a 
magazine article about modern efforts to replicate how 
experts believe ancient Egyptians built the pyramids. 

Stones used in the pyramids weighed about 2250kg. 
“I was looking at this picture, all these guys pushing, 
pulling, sweating, the ramps and the sand, and nothing 
worked,” Ms Clemmons said. 
 
“There had to be another way.” Ms Clemmons was 
inspired by tales of Viking ships sailing across land 
on log rollers, using wind power. In 1999, she brought 
her idea to the California Institute of Technology, 
where a small group took on the project as an engi-
neering challenge. “You can lift up any weight if you 
provide the right kite size,” aeronautics professor 
Mory Gharib said. 
Ms Clemmons began with a child’s kite and a 30cm 
high toy obelisk and has gradually scaled upwards. 
“Yesterday marked the fourth time her team has used 
wind to lift the 3105kg version. 
 
Eventually, they hope to lift 9000kg obelisk. Kite ex-
perts and Egyptologists are sceptical.  “We just do not 
believe she’s got a prayer. It’s just not logical. It does-
n’t bear the scrutiny of people who know kites,” Kite 
Lines magazine editor Valerie Govig said. Experts in 
Egyptian said the concept of kite-flying pyramid 
builders is highly unlikely. 
 
But Ms Clemmons – who maintains ancient paintings 
and  reliefs suggest the Egyptians flew kites remains a 
firm believer in wind power. “How many people does 
it take to pull an oak tree out of the ground” One great 
gust of wind can pull it out by it’s roots,”  
Ms Clemmonds said.               

Sounds like she needs a pink Whale to me …...ed 

First read about  
Ms Clemmons theory’s 
in Kite Lines 1998. 
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FLY @ 42º SOUTH NATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL 

 
              WENTWORTH PARK   HOWRAH 

 
                3RD & 4TH NOVEMBER 2001 

 
 

Our event guest this year will be Michael Richards from Kite Magic in Sydney. 
 
Michael will bring, to our festival, his inflatable sea creatures and extensive display of birds, spinnies and fish 
windsocks which were a feature of the Opening Ceremony at the Paralympics  last year. 
 
I have  approached Guides  Australia with  a view  to having  some of  the Eastern Shore  Units provide  girls 
who would be willing to participate in a demonstration of these “Wind Things” at our event. 
 
AT THIS STAGE – SCHEDULE 
 
This year social activities, as well as flying, will be held at Wentworth Park with Clubrooms having been pro -
cured for use on both Saturday and Sunday. 
 
As the kiosk will be open to the public on Sunday 4th – main fly day – it has been  suggested that a static exhibit 
of your kites be on display inside the clubrooms on that day.  Set up time will be from 2pm on Saturday 3rd and 
these kites will need to remain continuously on display until 4pm on Sunday. 
 
The venue is licensed and the bar will be open, on Saturday only, from 5pm with the BBQ evening meal at 
6.30pm.  Night flying right outside the door however we need you back inside by 9pm for the KFT major fund-
raiser for the year, the auction. Rodger Willows, our President,  has already provided The Magnificent Book of 
Kites by Maxwell Eden  and a ripstop fighter kite – all donations gratefully accepted. 
 
There will  not be  any Best  Kite  Competitions this  year as  interest  seems  to have  waned  however if  there  
is renewed enthusiasm these could be reinstated in 2002. 
 
Accommodation is again available at the newly renovated Shoreline Motor Hotel. Double room with continental 
breakfast  for $70. Phone 6247 9504. 
 
Sunday 4th Main fly day – free to the public – members too as there is no registration fee. 
There will be an 11am start however earlier set up help will be appreciated. 
 
A reminder notice  and a BBQ attendance slip will be sent early Oct  as well as a book of 10  raffle tickets we 
would like you to sell.  If you prefer not to participate in this type of fund raiser will you give me a call  before 
then. 
 
Genevieve Duhig 
Co-ordinator 
(03) 6244 2903 

o 
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Membership No 13 

As a child I can remember constructing a kite with my 
brother out of sticks and brown paper. In retrospect it 
would never have flown even in a gale. I continued to 

harbour an interest in kites despite these early failures. 
 
In about 1980, I purchased my first kite book (The Penguin 
Book of Kites), which I still have (I recently rebound it).  This 
book continues to be a good all round introduction to kiting. 
 
In approximately 1993, I purchased a copy of “KITES The 
Science and the Wonder”, from a local second hand bookshop 
and embarked on a steep kite making learning curve. Having 
sourced the necessary materials and pestered the local kite 
shop owners no end, I commenced making butterfly kites to 
patterns in the book. Some of them flew relatively well! From 
there, I progressed onto birds and even penguins; again some 
of them were good aerodynamically. 
These kites flew with a particular motion on a single strand of 

sewing cotton but after a while became a little mundane in 
comparison to what I saw happening with those flying dual 
line kites. 
Having set out with the utopian idea of interesting my chil-
dren in what turned out to be a personal obsession (my 
other wife, as my wife calls it), I was sadly disappointed 
when the children’s attention span had lasted long enough 
for me to launch the kite, at which point they said “Let’s 
play with the ball now dad”!  
I was envious or maybe even jealous of what the multiple 
line flyers were able to do with their kites! 
At some stage in kiting one tends to settle on a particular 
type or style of kite/kiting and to follow that theme. My 
realization was that I was primarily a single line kite flyer. 
With that behind me, how was I to reconcile the fact that I 
wanted to be able to do more than just stand there holding 
onto my sewing cotton while my kite flapped its wings and 
those around me were able to do so much more! It was then 
suggested to me that I should look into fighter kites. 
Fighter kites! 

OCCUPATION: CARDIOTHORACIC PERIOPERATIVE NURSE 
NUMBER OF YEARS SERIOUS KITING: ABOUT SEVEN 
AGE: FORTYSOMETHING (AND IN CRISIS!) 
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Rodger 
 

Rodger is a man of visual delight. 
With vivid hats and clothes so very bright, 

He doesn’t have a huge respect for fashion, 
No wonder “Fighter Kites” are his passion. 

 
They’re nasty little critters when they’re flying, 

They’ll cut you down with Munja laden line. 
Just as a skunk will spray you if he’s mad, 

Rodger will bring you down, yes you’ll be had. 
 

Don’t be fooled by prettiness or size, 
Complacency will result in your demise. 
Beware if you spy Rodger flying kites, 

Make sure to keep him well within your sights. 
                              

                                                                   BC 

What are fighter kites? 
So commenced another steep learning curve.  Finding out 
information, making, contacting people who know more about 
them than me and finally learning to fly and control them.  
The first few that I made were failures however I persisted 
and slowly learned about different techniques and materials 
and how different features affected the characteristics of the 
kite.  I don’t profess to know everything about fighter kites.  
They have been in existence for hundreds of years and 
although very basic in construction and materials still offer 

the greatest source of enjoyment for me when flying them.  
Lately I have been learning the techniques of machine 
appliqué with ripstop fabrics.  My current theme is one of 
black and white, with emphasis on skunks (I have  an affinity 
for the Skunk Works) and most recently the graphics of M C 
Escher. 
 

 
Rodger 2000      
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July Fly Day  - Hobart 
Helma and Kent Stevenson with daughter Claire and Grand-
children Lucas and Chelsea…..prospective members??? 

August Fly Day  - Hobart 
Kent Stevenson and Genevieve Duhig  with their 
 H&W Roloplans 

Cartoon Gallery by Sonja Hindrum 


