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WINTER 2000 Your new Club President'S first Report

Email:

dgeer@mrt.tas.gov.au

Or forward them by email to

Malcolm at

P.O.Box 615

DEVONPORT
Tasmania 7310

further information comes to
hand.
For those of you who would like
to check the address is

hitp:llwww.SGuthcoitLCom.
au/-parish/index.html

More details of this
event as they come to hand.
Some months ago I approached
the Clarence City Council 
Clarence is the city on the East
ern shores of the River Derwent
in Hobart - with a view to hold
ing an event on Wentworth Park
Sport Grounds. Those of you
who attended our Night Fly 
Bush Fire Night - some years
ago would know the grounds.

Festivals Take a weekend
holiday and flyaway to an island
in the north. Flinders Island
Wind Festival is happening from
Friday 22nd September till Sun
day l't October Castaway Kites
Family Flying Day Sunday 24th

September 2000 Cilla Parish
indicated her willingness to con
tinue, for at least the next 12
months, to work with the Play
group Assoc. in Launceston to
be the club representative on the
committee for their next event.

Heritage Forest
Festival of Kites,

Churchill Park
l ..auncsst'tln
Sunday 22nd

October 2000

Club Liability Insurance was
also on the agenda - our
broker had advised that the
best premium he could ob
tain for us was $1,350 pia
with an excess of $1,000 per
claim. I had spoken with
AKFA member Anne-Marie
Parry whilst in Adelaide and
she advised that she was
looking at all Australian
clubs with the view to offer
ing a combined Australia
wide membership policy.'
The AKFA renewal is in
September so the meeting
decided to ask her for mem
bership of the AKFA, for a
block of 50 members at a
rate of $4 per head, for
small/medium kites, at least
until their policy is up for
renewal, this would give our
committee time to investi
gate any other options avail
able.
Thanks were extended to
Malcolm Dick for his contin
ued support in prodllcing our
quarterly newsletter
TASKITE (he does need
your contributions to keep
up the good work) and for
his organisation of the De
vonport Community Kite
Festival KITES OVER THE
BLUFF. Malcolm indicated
that he would again apply for
funding to hold this event in
2001.

Allan Parish offered to set up
a club web site which is up

and running - with some
pages still under construc
tion - it will be updated as

Well, so much for my
giving up the Secretary/

Treasurer's job.
A cold wet wintry day at
Campbelltown not even the
fire at the Inn would produce
any warmth. We did how
ever get through a reason
able amount of business the
main one being that the
meeting confirmed the inten
tion of club incorporation.
Details for this are being for
warded to David Brothers, a
Devonport member, who has
kindly offered to attend to
the legal matters. Thank you
David. Thanks also to our
outgoing President Don
Sutherland who cleverly
seated himself at the back of
the meeting thinking that he
might get out of being nomi
nated for any further work.
Think again Mr. Sutherland.
Your incoming Executive
Committee for 2000/2001 is
as follows:

President:
Genevieve Duhig - Hobart

Vice President:
Rodger Willows - Hobart

Secretary / Treasurer:
David Geer - Hobart

Regional Event
Coordinators
Don Sutherland - South
Cilla Parish - North
Malcolm Dick - North West
Robert Brasington - North
East

General Committee
Dot Priestley - Devonport
Julia Sutherland - Richmond
Flocky Bock - Westbury

$20

$25

$30

Club Membership

Family:

Groups:

New memberships and renew

als should be forwarded to the

Secretary.

~ All correspondence to

~ the club should be sent

to the

Secretary I Treasurer

David Geer P.O. Box 22

Rosney Park
Tasmania 7018

Phone Bus. 6233 8407

Phone AH 62602634

..,
'~ Annual Subscription:

Single:

•.~ Newsletter

The club's newsletter is for

the dissemination of club news

and general kite information.

You are invited to forward

articles and photos to the

Taskite Editor

devonport@stallards.net.au
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The Council have indicated their will
ingness to give funding to not only an
event for 2000 but also 2001, 2002

alld all International Kite
Festival in 2003. This
particular year would coincide with
celebrations for the 200 years ofEuro
pean settlement in Tasmania at Risdon
Cove, this area being in the Clarence
Municipality. I have suggested to them
that funding go to the club with a
southern sub-committee formed to co
ordinate the event. This will mean the
club has to apply for an ABN number
otherwise 48.5% of any funding will
have to be withheld for GST purposes.

FIV @ ~12° South
HaUonal Kite FestiVal

Sunday 5lh November 2000
Wentwoth Park

Howrah
There is absolutely no excuse, for
those of you above the plimsoll line,

Don Sutherland reports:

What a great way to attend an over
seas festival, a flight to Auckland. A
magnificent daylight train trip to wel
lington, taking in all the north island
scenery ( a higWy recommended trip).
After a family Easter kite gathering at
Island Bay (Wellington) for Marina's
family (18 months to 81 years) totaling
30 active flyers, concluding with an
Easter egg drop from a star kite and
plastic bag. A ferry trip from Welling
ton to Picton across cook Strait, then
a coach trip to Nelson through mag
nificent scenery via the wine growing
and green lipped mussel production
areas.
The Napier flying field sits on the ap

proach road to the city and as we
drove toward the city along the bay

TASKITE

not to attend as I believe this is a long
weekend in the north of the state.

The gem of the AGM was the motion
from Kent Stevenson and seconded by
David Chandler that annual fees be
increased by $5 per membership to
cover the rise in insurance premiums.
Both Kent and David are .Life Mem
bers and pay no membership !!
Forward to another year of great kite

flying.
Genevieve Duhig - Ph 0417 308 464

email parish@southcom.com.au

Allan Parish was presented with a
trophy at the AG.M.
Allan won the Fighter Kite Challenge
at Devonport the day before th~ Kites
over the Bluff festival.
Genevieve reports the trophy is sitting
on top of his computer and he is seen
daily polishing it.

foreshore a wall of kites appeared, all
sitting steady in a perfect on-shore
breeze. The coach slowed down to
show the tourists the spectacle. Ma
rina, excited to see the festival in full
go was eager to run to the motel,
dump the luggage, grab the kites and
rush off down to t he field to fly. But
not our Don, with all the cunning
taught to him by Allan, Kevin,
Malcolm, and Allan's best mate John,
said "No! let's not rush it, we will just
saunter down to the field, register ,
and nose around, we will keep our
kites under wraps until tomorrow
morning ". The breeze dropped, the
kites packed away and we undertook a
sit down formal dinner with a few
drinks thrown in , after which the auc
tion at which I think we brought the
south island!. Back to the motel, and
made the kites ready for our grand
entrance the next morning.
Next morning,
6 a.m. Pouring rain
9 a.ill. Pouring rain
10 a.m. Pouring rain

WINTER 2000
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Work5hop

·SUNDAY JULY 30th
Northern Playgroup Association H.Q.

35 Holbrook St.
Invermay

11.00 a.m. - 4.00 p.m.
Learn the art of making a traditional
Korean Kite from paper and bam
boo.

The kite ("yon" in Korean) that we will
be making is the Pang Pae Yon
(shield-against-bad-Iuck kite) a deco
rative rectangular kite displayed to
protect the home against evil spirits,
but ifs also aremarkable fighter kite.
YOU MUST REGISTER FOR THIS
WORKSHOPI as you will have to bring
some items with you to the workshop.

REGISTER BEFORE JULY 21st.
with Malcolm Dick

P.O. Box 615
Devonport 731 0

6424 3533 or 6427 8590
Alist of what you must bring will be
mailed to you before the workshop

All Day Pouring rain
Plan B was immediately put into ac
tion and a full day workshop followed.
There were some very clever techni
cians amongst the shaky isles group,
and they shared some wonderful new
concepts and building techniques. No
table was the artwork of Yvonne de
Mille and Anne Whitehead, the struc
tural strength of Peter Whitehead's
and Robert Van Weers creations and
the intricate workmanship of Kite art
ist Jim Ayers with his "back-to-front"
looking kites. The next morning visi
tors arrived, Godfrey and Karen from
Sydney, Phil Taylor and his bunch
from W.A to help fly Phil's
"woolshed". The ground was very wet
underfoot but enough early breezes to
fly a lightweight delta and a miriad of
"block of flats". Fine weather eventu
ally ran out and kiting activity contin
ued in tented accommodation. Final
score: wet weather 3, kites I
Despite the rotten weather a very well
organised festival with well thought
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out plan A and plan B
activities. Thanks to the
local kite retailers Ted and
Gretchen Howard who
organised the event.
Don Sutherland

171ese two pictures show
just some oj the kite activ
ity at Nelson

TASKITE
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Roben Brasington's report on the 2000 Nagasaki International Kite festival

.six Day> in Japan

The flights to Nagasaki were
amazingly uneventful, even the do
mestic carrier left on time. I thought
maybe this is a good omen. As usual
the food was, how can I describe .
Airline like, and the movies, forgetta
ble. Arriving in Nagasaki by air gives
you a good indication of the layout of
the surrounds. Relatively small town
(400K people), coastal, surrounded
by steep hills, way to green, and way
to beautiful.
Driving from the airport to the town
though the country side, again for me
is more than just sightseeing. It is a
chance to see and identify the local
vegetation. That vegetation is the sort

Inside the Nagasaki Kite Shop

of plant material that us westerners
marvel over. Hillsides of broad leaf
trees, conifers, bamboo, and azaleas .
A natural wonderland. Quite amazing
amount of green for the population
this island supports.
After settling into the hotel I had 4
days free before the weekend commit
ments, With my naturally good sense
of direction I quickly found my way
around, the best bookshops, best bak
ery, best supermarket, and by the time
Tony Rice arrived a day and a half
later I felt like a local and claimed over
a beer, this town, it's a piece of cake,
can't get lost! Next day on the temple
crawl, you guessed it, totally and ut
terly lost, and it didn't help that al
most nobody speaks English ( and I
didn't see another blue eye for 4 days,
except Tony). We finally got back to
the hotel , picked up a small bag of
kites and headed to the flying field.
Reclaimed land on the water and a
huge wharf behind. So each afternoon
we put on our own little festival. 25°c,
winds 10 - 12 knots and a view to ri
val any kite flying field in the develop
world. New Nagasaki is very nice ,
even the monstrous Mitsubishi boat
yards across the river looked attractive
with the marshmallow coloured boats
they build (LPG carriers). The local
people appear to be incredibly trusting
of each other. Not much seemed to be
locked, W\Ol noticed the local nursery
had a plastic chain across the entrance,
this was it's entire security system.
They are extremely polite, so polite it
is humbling.
Saturday rolls around and it's time to
meet all the other westerners in the

lobby of our hotel in china-town, yes,
even Nagasaki has a china-town. We
all piled into a bus with 3 interpreters
and headed off through down pours to
the atomic bomb museum. I wasn't
sure how this as going to go down and
even 5 minutes into the exhibition I
didn't know if I could cope with it.
However it was soon obvious that al
though it depicted precisely the events
that lead up to , during, and after the
destruction, the main theme of the mu
seum was that of peace. A lot of ques
tions were asked, a lot of statements
given on where the nuclear arms race
is at today. The most telling display
was a large video screen with a coun
ter as the years passing by. It shows
atomic test detonations with graphic
video of underground tests and the
pacific island tests etc. Incredibly
sobering.
On too lunch and we finally meet the
Japanese kite flyers from around the

country. To say to be treated like roy
alty is some what of an understate
ment. We enjoyed boxed lunches Japa
nese style (yummy, yummy - dried
fish!), loads of sake and beer ... Conse
quently not a lot was achieved that
afternoon.



On to the welcoming dinner. Even
more Japanese kite flyers, all repre
senting their prefecture. This stand up
affair consisted of the opening cere
mony of breaking into two barrels of
sake with wooden mallets, loads of
speeches and toasting. On to the
food, all I can possibly say is - Wow!.
Then the auction. I have never seen so
many Japanese kites in one place at
one time before. There appeared to be
hundreds of items from all over the
country and as it turned out there
was. I was told earlier in the evening
that as soon as a quest bids, the locals
stop bidding, to allow the item to go
to their guest. I thought what a lovely
custom and then immediately consid
ered the havoc one could inflict.
However the bidding through inter
preters resulted in fair prices paid by
the blue eyes, but relatively cheap by
western standards. So, this was all
over by 8.30 p.m. These guys know
how to run a brisk auction. Then it
was time for the Kareoke bar. I didn't
know they still existed. I didn't realize
that a guy who can't speak a word of
English can sing in perfect English
"New York, New York" and "I did it
my way" This certainly has been a trip
of wondrous enlightenment. But no
geisha. After the sing song we had a
late night walk through the town. This
city is alive at night. We enjoyed a
good capuchin and then staggered into
bed.
Next morning being warm , sunny ,
and breezy. Perfect kite weather, just
what we needed, after all that was
what we were here for. Off to the field
for the International Nagasaki Kite
festival By the time that we arrived the
field was adorned with just about
every kind of Japanese kite imaginable,
all brought down for the opening cere
mony at 10.00 a.m., and only a few
were relaunched after it. The centre
field was dedicated to the guests so I
had little chance to see to much of
what I hadn't seen before. Most were
western kites and I knew most of
them. We battled cross winds all day.
We all had a successful day and. the
festival concluded with the closing

ceremony at 2.50 p.m.
The closing dinner was relatively un
eventful. Very long good-byes, fol
lowed by a walk through bustling Na
gasaki streets . Flying home from one
of these events gives one time to re
flect. Nagasaki, a beautiful small in
dustrial city, unrelenting organisation
and a whole lot more people on my
Christmas list .Robert Brasington..
Rob's next festival is the Fano
International Kite festival about which
he reports in the next issue of Taskite

Overheard althe A.G.M.
When Genevieve sat down to have
lunch, Allan was on her right with
another man on her left. This
gentleman turned to her and said
"Hello, I don't think we have met, my
name is David". Genevieve replied
"Hello David, my name is
Genevieve" .

. Was G.'s head so swollen with being
elected Club President, that David.
didn't recognise her?

FLINDERS ISLAND
WIND FESTIVAL

If you are going, now is the time to
finalise your plans. Accomadation and
air travel is harder to organise, than
going to the Adelaide Festival for
example. So, don't leave if to the last
minute. The date you really need to
know is:
Sunday 24th. September
This is the Castaway Kites Family

Day which will include a Rokkaku
Challenge, a flying exhibition of giant
display kites, stunt kites and fun
novelty kites, and open competitions
for endurance, artistic merit, and
people's choice. There will be a
barbecue lunch provided for all you
hungry flyers . The festival spans a
range of activities over a week. Kite
workshops start on the 22nd. Sept .
Make the festival an opportunity to
stay on and explore this beautiful
island.
You can phone Sue Dart 6359 2260
for more information and assistance.

The t4agasalil Hata !Ole

The Nagasaki Hata was probably
introduced to the residence of
Nagasaki by the early Portuguese,
Dutch and English traders. In the
seventeenth century sailors brought
with them to Japan the Indian Patang
fighting kites and the Indonesian
fighters. The Hata is unlike any other
kite in Japan, either in design or
colour. The common colours of the
hata kite are red, white and deep blue,
the colours of the Dutch flag. The
Japanese word hata means flag.
Hatas are traditionally flown on certain
festival days throughout March,
April , and May. Robert Brasington
tells me he saw hundreds of them
flying when he attended the Nagasaki
Kite festival in May.
There a a small number of hata makers
in Nagasaki and sales of the kites are
almost restricted to the area and are
only exported in very small quantities.
The distinguishing features of the hata
are the tassles on the wingtips. These
are not for decoration but are aids to
fine tuning and balance of the kite. If
the kite tends to turn to one side, the
flyer will add tassle strands to the
opposite side or remove strands from
the side to which the kite turns. Hata
bridles are also very long and exceed
two metres in length . The kites are
made from washi paper and bamboo.
The edge is framed with string, and
the paper is folded and glued over the
string. Little ears of paper are left at
each corner for decoration. MD


